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Introduction 

[Article: "Fifteen Groups in the East With Documents and Incidents |} 
[18 Jun 79, p 6] 

[Text] As we begin the series... 


We are living in critical days. Repeated attempts tc create public confusion, 
turmoil are taking their toll on Turkey. Everyone with some commonsense, 

or with some concern about Turkey's welfare wants to see the country united 
and yearns for peace and tranquility to replece the pervasive feelings of 
hostility, the endless arguments, killings, massacres.. . . How will unity 
be achiev: d? Who are the people blocking the road to unity? Who wants end 
instigates turmoil? Formulation, and then, resolute implementation of 
policies aimed at uniting the country will depend, primarily, on the disco- 
very of the answers to these questions. 


What Is Happening in the East? 


The eastern question recently became the focal point of public attention. 
The public has been seeing unfamiliar names in the press and reading about 
what may well be for some unheard of incidents: “Apoists Kill Their Friends 
and Burry Them in e Cave"; “Talabani Demands Release of Friends Held Captive 
in Turkey by the Kurdistan Democratic Party"; "Shivanists and People's Libe- 
rationists Clash at Diyarbakir Educational Institute, Shivanists Kill One"; 
“Liberationists and Shivanists Clash at TOB-DER [Turkish Teecners' Unity 

and Solidarity Organization] Congress"; "Sheik Khevkes' Ouster From Country 
Halted at Last Moment"; "Mardin Caves Yield 447 Russian-Made Rockets,” etc.. 


Go to any province or county in the /east/ [in boldface |, wa@llwritings will 
sound like code words: DDKD, DHKD, Kiyede, KDP, KUK, Rizgari, Ala Rizgari, 
DENGE KAWA, UKO, etc., etc.. 





| See page 106 Guide to Abbreviations | 
1 











When the eastern questiun became a major topic of discussion, the [Turkish | 
National Security Council, in a public statement, talked of "threats in the 
east” and described those threats as “of external origin.” At a later date, 
@ government statement used a similar desc-'otion. The question of “threats 
in the east” touched off a widespread deba.e in the press, and then, in the 
parliament. Everyone was saying something is going on in the east, and 
everyone also had a nolicy proposal. When a number of parliamentarians ar- 
nounced that they were Kurdish, but not separatist, the debate grew louder 
with several opposition members pointing a finger at their Kurdish colleaques 
@s the real source of the threat. “You either call yourselves Turkish, or 
you get out,” they shouted, and followed their ultimatum with a graphic des- 
cription of anyone who calls himself 4 Kurd. These words were spoken in the 
Turkish Grand National Assembly. According to this line of reasoning, the 
threat in the east originated with the people living there, people who called 
themselves Kurds. They--and that meant everyone who lived in the east--were 
“the source of divisionism.” The solution was to oppress the region's people 
further, to subject them to heavier pressure. 


Calls for Unity Stem From Acknowledgement of Realities 


This strong-arm mentality is no longer viable in Turkey. Ask anyone in the 
east, he'll tell you, "I am a Kurd.” There is nothing odd about it. Go to 
any western Anatolia village, tell the peasants there that Kurds are living 
in Diyarbakir. They will not think it is strange, they will not be shocked. 
It is a fact of life in Turkey, and it is @ publicly acknowledged fact. It 
is also a fact recognized and acknowledged by the top administrators of the 
country. The prime minister said, "There are ethnic groups in Turkey,” but 
he added, according to hig concept of nationalism, everyone living within 
Turkey's national borders is a citizen of the Turkish Republic. Similarly, 
the major opposition party leader rejected the policy of intimidation and 
suggested, “We must use @ gentle approach in our dealings with the people 
of the east.” The deputy secretary general of the RPP (Cearetien People's 
Party | warned “our ethnic Kurdish citizens” against “external dangers." 
Many of our nationally known writers,whose comments appear in high-circula- 
tion papers, have underlined the necessity to recognize this fact. 


Every concerned citizen who wants Turkey's independence and integrity sefe- 
gu@rded and is waging 4 struggle for this purpose must face realities. 

They are our realities. These problems are our problems. They are the 
problems of 45 million people living in Turkey. We, the people of this 
land, will settle these problems among ourselves. If we close our eyes to 
our realities, the policies we follow, whatever they may be, cannot be the 
right ones. That is why, in these critical days, many people, from the top 
administrators and leading writers to workers and peasants, who are concern- 
ed about Turkey, are studying the facts and publicly discussing them, This 
is the right attitude. This is the attitude that will lead us to the 
urgently needed unity. 




















Our Goal Is To Serve Unity and Democracy 


In the course of the public debate on the eastern question, people naturally 
began to wonder about the nature of the “danger."® What is this threat 
from abroad that top officials are talking about? Who are these forces they 
refer to? what do these forces do? What do they want? What are they doing 
in the east? What are these groups whose names have not been heard of be- 
fore? shat do they want? Finally, what do we do to avert the danger and to 
preserve the nation's integrity? 


To provide satisfactory answers to 611 these questions was our objective in 
the preparation of this series of articles. Learning all there is to learn 
about these groups will help us recognize the source of the danger in the 
east and the forces behind the divisive current. 


Our position is principled and aboveboard. We will not leave alone the 
people who @re intentionally collaborating with external forces committed 
to dividing Turkey, ens.iaving our people, and destroying our independence. 
se will not stop our struggle against killers who, under the guise of “re- 
volutionary,” attack our people and commit murder. We are not after indivi- 
duals. The important thing is to convict the idea, and the proponents of 
that idea, cf serving the imperialists who want to strangle Turkey. We 
believe, as we always have, that most of these people who think of themselves 
és “revolutioneries,” and defenders of the people, and under this self- 
delus.on become involved in destructive activities, will one day recognize 
the truth. 


fy publishing this series of articles, we hope to contribute to the ©‘ rength- 
ening of unity among our people, to the preservation of our country's inde- 
pendence and integrity, and to the protection of democracy and freedom. We 
call on everyone who is concerned about Turkey, who is for the people and 
yearns for unity, to cortinue the public debate, so that the facts will be 
known. We begin the series with the hope that one day ours will be a coun- 
try where 45 million pecple are closely united against external dangers. 
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Origins of the Groups in the East 


The chart traces the origin and emergence of the groups 
in the east. We will talk about each of these groups in 
the course of this series. The chart also shows the re- 
lationship and intercation between the groups in Turkey 
and in Iraq. 


Key: 
_The same number is used when "ame appears more than once | 


A group that separated from the TLP | Turkish Labor Party | in 1968 
Kurdistan Democratic Party of Turkey [Turkish KDP | 
Hevolutionary Eastern Cultural Hearths | RECH | 
Prior to 12 March 1971 
The Turkish KDP under Sait Elci's leadership 
Shivanists of Sait Kirmizitoprak, alias Shivan 
Hevolutionery Democratic Cultural Association _RDCA | 
Kurdistan National Liberationists | KNL | 
9. Kewa 
10. Kurdistan Democratic Party of Iraq | Iraqi KDP | Provisionel Committee 
ll. Shivanists--tevolutionary Democratic Cultural Association 
lg. furkish Labor Party Group 
13, Freedom Road--Revolutionary People's Cultural Associations [FR-RPCA | 
14, aizgeri [Liberation | 
15. K@wa Rejectionists 
16. Venge Kawa (Voice of Kawa | 
17. Turkish Worker-Peasant Purt | TwPP | 
18. Ala Rizgari [Red Lineretion } 
19. Opposition 
20. Kurdish Patriotic Union [ KPu | 
21. Talabanists in Turkey 
22. Independents 
23. The Diyarbakir Sroup 
24. The Acri Group 
25. Other groups 
26. Apoists--National Liberation Army [NLA ] 
27. Tekoshinists [Strugglers | 
26. Five-Secticnists 
29, Turkish Communist Party [TCP] 
30. The Revolutionary Youth Confederetion--Ankara Higher-Education Assoc, 
jl, Liberation 
32. People's Liberation PL | 


owow fl WwW Ww 
. 


&. Uroken Lines indicate 4ssociation among groups. 


b. Dotted lines indicate wher. splinter groups transferred. 








(19 Jun 79, p 8] 
Text | Shivanists (Talabanists) 
Name : Shivanis<s 


Origin: Formed after 1975 within the RDCA [Revolutionary 
Democratic Cultural Associations | by Sait 
Kirmizitoprak who gained prominence in tne 
Turkish KDP (Kurdistan Democratic Party of Turkey | 
in 1968. 


*ro-Shivenist Press Organs: 
DEVRIMCI DEMOKRATIK GENCLIK 
‘Revolutionary Democratic Youth}, @ periodical 
published fortnightly. 


Pro-Shivaenist Urgenizations: 
Revolutionary Democratic Cultural Associstions, 
Revolutionary Democratic Women's Associations LRDWA }, 
Several TOB-DER branches in the east 


The most frequently talked about group in the east is the one that ques 
under the neme of “Shivanists.” Shivanists have close ties with the Syrian- 
based Talabani group. In fact, Shivanists operete as Talabanists' Turkish 
arm. 


Pro-Shivanist Organizations 


Shivanists overtly organize within the RDCA which, in addition to major 
cities as Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir, hes local branches in virtually every 
eastern province and county. The membership in the association's eastern 
branches largely consists of young people. The Shivanist influence is par- 
ticularly discernable in Diyarbakir, which also serves as 4 center from 
where instructions are issued for the group's regionwide operations. The 
Shivanists' sphere of influence covers Kiziltepe, Derik, Mazidag, 
Cizre, Hakkeri, Van and Yukselova,. 


Another Shivanist orgenazation is the RDWA which, as its name indicates, 
orgenizes activities oriented at women. 


The DEVRIMCI DEMOKRATIK GENCLIK, @ periodical published forthnightly, sup- 
ports Shivanists end Jalal Talabani. It ceased publication after the pro- 
Clamation of martiel law. 


There is one ether group which supports Shivanists, and that is tne Kevolu- 
tionary Democratic Teachers, set up within TOB-DER. Some of the TOB-DER 
branches in eastern Anatolie are run by Shivenists. 








Shivenists wve cultivetec close ties with the mayors of 6 number of towns 
in the east. Ihney also neve supporters among government employees in admi- 
nistrative positions in various agencies of the state. 





who Is Shivan? 


*"Shivan" is Dr Sait Kirmizitoprak's alias. Ur Kirmizitoprak worked in the 
Turkish KDP for many years anc made a name for himself during that period. 
He had @ sizable group of followers around him in the KDP long before the 

12 March era. Some of the Shivenist leacers of today were among the group 
ef young people around Airmizitoprak. 


The Turkish <DP's secretary general was Sait Elci when Shivan became active 
in the party. The Turkish KDP was an enthusiastic supporter of the Berzani 
movement in Iraq, but it had no operations to speak of in Turkey. The 
perty hed members from 411 walxs of life--n.°mbers of the intelligentsia, 
young people, shopkeepers, religious officials and many others. The party 
#\irectec the interest of the region's influential personages as the move- 
nént in Iraq gathered momentum. Powerful and influentia’ feudal circles 

of the east formed tice with the KDP. These individuals, by the virtue of 
their connectiuns with the region's powerful institutions of lerge land- 
Ownership, tribal leadership and sheikdom,gained infivential positions in 
the movement. 


Kirmizitoprex was an educated man and a skilfull, effective propagendist. 
He advocated basically netionalist ideas, supported the movement in Iraq 

and ovenly pledged allegiance to Barzani. In the meanwhile, he was forming 
ties with progressive and socialist circles which brought him under the 
influence of the ideas in thcse circles. Be that as it may, he never turned 
away from nationalist principles. He occasionally published articles in 
several periodicals. His arrest, along with Said Elci, and the subsequent 
trial popularized his name, He, then, widened his circle and enhanced his 
influence in the Turkish KoOF, 


In 19459, @ group of young oeople from the east, who had dropped out of the 
Turkish Labor Party |TL?) and the Intellectual Clubs, formed @ new associa- 
tion--the Revolutionary Eastern Cultural Hearths |RECH |, which rapidly or- 
ganized in the east. Every major city and town in eastern provinces soon 
had @ hearth. Meenwhile, the struggle in Iraq hed reached its hottest 
stage. The fighting next door naturally affected Turkey end created 4 
climate highly conducive to a diffusion of nationalist ideas. Youthful 
members of the RECH, deeply affected by the developments [presumably in 
Iraq!, became fervent propagetors of nationalism in the east. The RECH hed 
under its umbrella people of a veriety of views. There never was 4 single 
dominant outlook in the hearths. Most of the members called themselves 
“revolutionary,” or “socialist,” but their ideas were basically netionalist. 
There were @lso some who advocated strictly nationalist views. Among the 
so-called socialists, some leaned toward the TLP's ideology and some were 
impressed by truly revolutionary ideas. There were, nevertheless, none who 








could be called pro-tussien. Even those influenced by revisionist? ideas 
were @ware of, um! consequently disgusted by, the Soviet Union's provoca- 


tive role in the annihilation of the Iraqi Kurds with bombs and tanks. 


Sait Karmizitoprak, impressed by the RECH, which by then had grown into an 
iyfluential force in the east, formed ties with some of the youthful members 
in the hearths. That was the period when the nucleus of what later will be 
known @s Snivenists was formed. The group was critical of 5aid Elci and the 
Turkish KD®, The group members thought of themselves es representatives of 
"more progressive” ideas. 7%ECH's revolutionary circles, which called for a 
struggle against feudalism and condemned the narrow nationalist outlook, 
were successfully purged by Kirmizitoprak supporters. ‘evolutionary youths 
in the administrative cadre of the Istanbul RECH were ousted from the oraa- 
nization. A controversy erupted in the Turkish KDP over Shivan's activities, 
particularly nis virtually totel indepencence [presumably from party lesad- 
ers | in the conduct of his activities, and strained Shivan's relations with 
Sait Elci. 


Kirmizitoprex, alias Shiven, went abroad before 12 Mar-* He spent many 
years in Canede. He already had a following in Tur «y, i when in Cenada, 
‘“e got in touch with the Kurdish organizeticns in | :ope, md he, set up 
connections with Iraq aod Iran. He was, by then, "qc on his own, totally 
independent of the Turkish KUP, and was conducting ¢ cavities in Turkey 


through some of his peoole. 


with the advent of the 12 March era, some of his supporters ‘led to Curope 
and eventually ended up in Cast Germany where they came under the influence 
of revisionist ideas. (They became outspoken proponents of cooperataun with 
the Soviet Union when they returned home.) Sait Kirmizitoprek took refuge 
by Barzani in iraq. Sait Elci, sewretery general of the Turkish KUP, having 
become the object of a hunt, also escaped to Iraq. 


The relations between the two men deteriorated further during their stay in 
Iraq. Kirmizitoprak, seeing @ pontential threat to himself in Cici'’s newly 
established ties with the Iraqi KDP, decided to elisinete Clci anc assigned 
two of his men--Cheko and Urusk--to the job. These two men killed Elci, but 
in the course of carrying out the assessination plan, they alsc «illed 
Mehmet Bege, a friend of Elci's and one of his influential supporters in the 
Turkish KDP., 


when the news of the @gse@ssinetion reached Jarzani, he hed Kirmazitopra 
and his two confede-setes arrerted. {hey were put to trial and sentenced to 
death, and one morning, Kirmizitoprak and the two men who ned cerried out 
the assa@ssinetion were executed by @ firing squad. Thus, two men, both 
nemed Sait, who un the outset worked together in the Turkish KDP, shared 

@ common fate. 


The Elci-Kirmizitoprek dispute did not die out by the death of the principel 
protagonists, if anything, it grew fiercer. Two opposing groups in the 








Turkish KDP went at eacn cther tooth and nail. Arrests and disbanding of 
groufs during the 12 March era were the only reason why the struggle in the 
party did not develop into an out-and-out battle. The Shivanist forces in 
Turkey remained dispersed for some time. The Turkish KDP kept everyone 
informed of developments by issuing cormmuniques. The revulsion that Elci's 
murder created more or less erased whatever influence Shivanists had in the 
KDP,. 


In those days, Shivanists had no clearly defined policy. They did not have 
the courage to come out against Barzani, even though he jad Kirmizitoprak 
executed. It wasn't until Barzani's defeat and loss of prestige that they 
dared to speak out against him and emerged as a separate group. With the 
return of their leaders from a self-imposed exile in East Germany, they 
evolved into @ movement staunchly pro-Soviet, and in time they joined 
Talabani who Shivan had once condemned as a traitor. 


What Is a Shivanist? 


The word "Shivanist™ comes from "Shivan,” Dr Sait Kirmizitoprak's adopted 
name. Kirmizitoprek used to work in the Turkish KDP, but he occasionally 
traveled abroad to form or renew contacts with Kurdish organizations in 
Iraq and Iran, and also in Europe. 


Soon after Kirmizitoprak became active in the KUP, his relations with Sait 
flci, secretary general of the party, turned sour. Kirmizitoprak criticized 
Elci for refusing to follow a more active policy, while Elci objected 
Kirmizitoprak's independent activities. They may have differed on many 
points, but they firmly agreed on Sarzani, they both supported him, 


Kirmizitoprak quickly gained prominence in the Turkish KDP and attracted a 
following in the RECH, which had been formed by a group of dissidents in 
the TLP after leaving the party in 1961. Ever since those days, Kirmizi- 
toprak's supporters in the KDP and RECH have been known as “Shivanists.” 
Some of the youths who worked with Kirmizitoprak in the RECH emerged after 
12 March as leaders of the "Shivanist" group. 


Shivan Called Talabani ‘Traitor’ 


During Kirmizitopraek's Turkish KDP days | @ serious dispute erupted in the 
Iraqi KDP between Barzani and Jalal Talabani. Later on in the series, we 
will talk extensively about this dispute which resulted in Talabani's 
ouster from the KDJP. Shivanists, who will join Talabani in 1977, took 
Barzani's side in those days. 


At the time, Kirmizitoprak talked of Harzani as a man of “infinite will- 
power, iron resolve, and @ vast capacity for resistance,” and praised him 
as “a leader who «nows well his people's dreams and characteristics.” For 
Kirmizitoprak, Talabani,who called Barzani “feudal,” and criticized him for 
"compromising with the Iraqi Ba'th," was guilty of “petty schemes, common- 
place maneuvers, and what is worse, methodical planning an act of 














treachery." On Talabani's support of the Iraqi Ba'th (Party | in 1966 

and betrayal of Barzani, Kicmizitoprak said, “There have been many acts of 
treachery in the histories of nations and revolutions, Of all the incidents 
we can think of, however, we cannot find another as deliberate, perfidcious 
and revolting as the treachery committed by Jalal and his friends." 


Elci's and Kirmizitoprak's support of Barzani in the Barzani-Talabani dispute 
kept the fighting from spreading to Turkey. Neither Talabani, nor the Soviets 
had any supporters in Turkey then, Around 12 March though, when Elci and 
Kirmizitoprak had a falling out, the Turkish KDP broke apart and Shivanists 
emerged as an independent croup. 


After the 12 March coup, Kirmizitoprak crossed to Iraq and took refuge in the 
KDP there. Sait Elci, who nad become 2 wanted man, als» went to Iraq. ela- 
tions between the two men strained further as they fought over which one of 
them should form what type of ties with the [Iraqi KDP, Kirmizitoprak had two 
of his men--known as Cheko and Srusk--kill Sait Elci. When Barzani learned of 
the assassination, he had Kirmizitoprak and his men shot. That left the 
Turkish KDP without a leader, and also marked the beginning of a “blood feud” 
between the Shivanists and the | Iraqi? | KDP, The aftermath of the Iraqi in- 
cidents also saw the end of the KDP's long-lasting status as “the only orga- 
nization,” and the beginning of factionélism in the east. 


Shivanists in 12 March Era 


Closing of the associations in the east in the 12 March era, a large number 
of arrests, and the tightening control over the people brought the activi- 
ties of the groups to @ halt. Some of the Shivanist leaders escaped to 
Europe and found refuge in Cast Germany where they formed ties with verious 
Kurdish organizations. They heard revisionist ideas and were swayed by them, 
‘ith the closing of the 12 March era, they returned to Turkey and reorganized 
Shivanists. The leaders who came back from Europe were instrumental in the 
emergence of Shivanists as a pro-Soviet group. 


Shivanists' blood feud with Berzani over the killing of Sait Kirmizitoprak 
did not abate. However, Barzani had just launched @ new campaign in Iraq 
and was popular with the masses; and therefore, Shivanists were hesitant 

to attack him, Their attitude was @ perfect example of hypocrisy because, 
in public, they voiced staunch support for Barzani and fierce opposition to 
Talabani. 


The year 1975 was a turning point for the groups in the east. In 1975, fol- 
lowing the close of the i2 March era, youths from the east living in Ankera 
formed the RDCA. The new orgenization included a number of people from the 
former RECH, and also several groups with no particular ideology. Every 
leading member had a smail cluster of supporte-s around him. These numerous 
groups, though, remained together for a long time and conducted operations 
jointly. 
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Jefeat and Turning Point 


The decisive defeat of the Jarzani forces in Iraq in 1975 changed the situa- 
tion in the entire region. Barzani's taking refuge in the United States 
stirred up a tide against his policy of collaboration with U.S. imperialism. 
The Iraqi KDP was accused cf “compromising with feudal elements and the 
United States." 


That is when Talabi went into action. There was a very strong feeling against 
Talabani on account of his collaboration with the Iraqi Ba'th Party and his 
stance against Uarzani and the Kurds. He was referred to as the “cahsh," the 
treitor.’hen the Iraqi da'th and KDP made 4 cease-fire agreement in 1971, 
Talabani could not remain in Irak and took refuge in Syria. The Syrian Ba'th 
Party saw in Talabeni a man it can use to carry out its regionwide schemes. 

On the basis of this line of reasoning, and also because of its close ties to 
Moscow, the Syrian 3a'th Party cave Talabani permission to reméin in Syria. 


Talabani Forms KPU 


During his stay in Syria, wnich lasted until 1975, Talabani accomplished noth- 
ing with the exception of establishing contact with small Kurdish groups, 

all based in Europe and almost all pro-Moscow. The 1975 defeat of Barzani, 
and the erosion of his and America's influence in the area in the aftermath 

of that defeat, supplied the opportunity Talabani needed to go into action. 

On 21 May 1975, he announced the formation of a front which incorporated 
several small groups from Europe. The front, based primarily in Syria, was 
named the Kurdistan Patriotic Union [KPu }. 


Subsequently, several more groups joined the front. They were the Kurdistan 
Socialist Movement [KSM |, Kurdish Marxist-Leninist Organization [KMLO | and 
Kurdistan Peasants' Organization [KPO], The KSM fragmented when the decision 
to join the front wes taken. The group which opposed joining the front 
argued that the front was, in fact, under the control of the pro-Moscow KMLO, 
Despite the presence of words like "Marxist-Leninist" or “socialist” in their 
names, these groups were fundamentally nationalist and pro-Moscow,. 


Ali Askheri, secretary general of the KSM, became a politburo member and 
Talabani's right arm, The XMLO was, then, under Shirvan Emin's leadership. 
The Central Committee of Talabani's KPU was made up of the following: Ibrahim 
Ahmed, @ former secretary general of the KDP; Ali Askheri, secretary general 
of the KSM; Shirvan Emin, secretery general of the KMLO; Dr Halil Said, KSM 
Politburo member; Tahir Ali Vali, KSM Politburo member and a former Iraqi 
army officer; Seyic Kake, KSM Central Committee member; Sheik Hussein, & 
Yazidi tribal chieftain; Sheik Ali Mulla Adil and Omer Abdullah, the latter 
was also the commander of the militery forces. 


Meanwhile, Dr Mahmoud Osman, who earlier had quit the KDP and formed a small 
group which he called the Preparedness Committee, joined Talabani's front 
and was given a post in the Central Exccutive Committee. Later on, another 
small group joined the front. It was nationalist and also pro-Enver Hoxha, 
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That was the revisionist, rationalist organization Talaoani was referring to 
when he denied having cooperated witn the Soviets and asserted that his front 
encompassed a2 wide variety of views, even Maoists,” as he put it. 


Meanwhile, in Turkey, with the return of Shivanists from East Germany, major 
changes were taking place in the RDCA and the Shivanist group. 


_20 Jun 79, p 8] 


[Text] While Talabani was forming his KPU in Syria, developments in Turkey 
were laying the groundwork for soon to follow splintering in the ROCA, 


A controversy that had been brewing in the XDCA came to a head in 1976. At 
the center of the arguments was the policy to be followed towards the Soviet 
Union. ? group of dissidents, who eventually formed the KAWA, broke away. 
Revisionist ideas were becoming prevelent among the groups in the RCDA and 
in its administrative cadre.Despite the revisionist tide, several RDCA mem- 
bers, who later became the leaders of the Shivanist group, insisted that 

the Soviet Union was revisionist, the TCP [Turkish Communist Party | social 
chauvinist, and Talabani a traitor. 


Shivanists Organize, Independents Separate 


A number of Shivanists, whose association with Kirmizitoprak went as far 
back as 1976 when Kirmizitoprak adopted his alias Shivan, and who had fled 
to East Germany in the 12 March period, returned home, Their homecoming 
marked the beginning of a shift in the RDCA's posture towards the Soviet 
Union, Small groups and veteran members of the RDCA joined the Shivanists. 
by 1977, the RDCA was under the control of Shivanists. 


New members of the Shivanist group included the son of 4 large landowner in 
the Diyarbakir region. The support of this individual, who was a former 

2DCA member, opened the region to Shivanist influence. Several former KDP 
elements in the Silvan area also joined the group, but at about the same time, 
@ number of Shivanists announced that they had decided to follow an indepen- 
dant line, which gave the group its name: Independent ROCA. Essentially, 
there was nothing new in the splinter group's thesis and it failed to attract 
many people into its fold. The independents are still active in Mardin, 
Kiziltepe and Nusaybin. They collaborated with the KNL (Kurdistan Vational 
Liberationists! anc the Freedom Road group in Nusaybin in several operations. 


Shivanists Secome Soviet Satellite, Grow Aggressive 


Shivanists, since the early deys of 1977, had been advocating cooperation with 
the Soviet Union which they called a socialist country. The dispute in the RDCA, 
though,was not limited to what the Soviet policy should be, it 4lso involved 

the attitude towards the pro-Moscow ICP, The number of people who saw 

the TCP as a “social chauvinist” party became smaller as the argument conti- 
nued--in fact,there is still @ small number of people in the DCA who oppose 
the association's Soviet and TCP policies--and the association came under 
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the control of tne proponents of cooperation with the TCP and the PYA 
_ Progressive Youths' Association}. Soon, the 8DCA and the pro-Moscow TCP 
were collaborating in every field. 


In fact, the TCP-affiliated Progressive Women's Association, in 4 message 

to the XDCA's firet congress, urged “unification of forces,” stressing that 
"the need for unity is more urgent now than at any other time in the past." 
The women's association expressed hope that “the congress will mark the begin- 
ning of progress toward a unity of forces and action." As for the PYA, it 
said, “Today, the PYA and 20CA have a major mission,” and called for “enhance- 
ment and furtherance of the existing unity in action.” The primary target 

of this united action, the °YA urged, should be the “Maoists.” The RDCA did 
not need any prompting from the PYA, it had already declered the revolution- 
ists, in their words, the "Maoists," as the archeriemy. 


Shivanist Murders 


When the DCA fell under Shivanists' domination, the TCP-XDCA cooperation 
flourished, and in the meanwhile, the %DCA became the most aggressive group 
in the east. 


Shivanist activities were directed primarily at the youth and intelligentsia 
sectors. In the youth sector, Shivanists exploited nationalist feelings. 
Using “socialisr” and “revolutionarism" as a lure, they widened their circle. 
They entered schools of all levels. In schools, they intimidated students; 
Outside the schools, they launched frequent attacks on other groups. Here 
are some of the murders they committed this year alone: 


After the defeat of Shivanist candidates in the student representative elec- 
tions at the Diyarbakir Science Faculty in the early days of 1979, Shivanists 
laid in wait near the school and fired on students from other groups as the 
latter emerged from the school building. One student, identified as Halil 
Suman, was killed, another seriously hurt. 


In Siverek, Ramazan Can, a member of the TWPLA [ Worker-Peasant Liberation 
Army |, was also killed by Shivanists. 


Diyarbakir Educational Institute and Aktokat Incidents 


Shivanists,who are in control of the Diyarbakir Educational Institute,are 
tyrannizing the student boay. They are chauvinistic and anti-Turkish. In 
the Nationalist Front era, when the academic life in educational institutes 
became paralyzed with the invasion of these institutes of learning by Na- 
tional Action Party-affiliated students, many youths of those schools trans- 
ferred to the Diyarbakir institute. Shivanists, who controlled the Diyarba- 
kir school, bullied the new students, even though all the transfers were re- 
vOlutionaries. Any student who refused to acknowledge that the east was 4 
colony was threatened or attacked by Shivanist ringleaders who patrolled 
the buildings fully, and conspicuously, armed. Some revolutioneries were 
threatened with physical harm until they shouted, “Down with colonialism." 
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Some students were mistreated only because they were of Turkish lineage. 

They were coerced into snouting racist slogans. Using blatantly racist and 
chauvinist methods, they extorted money from students. To ensure that only 
students who supported Snivanasts entered the Educational Institute and the 
Science Faculty, they bacred anti-Shivanists from registering. hen the dean 
of the faculty refused to adjust the point level | that determined whether 

@ student passed or failed], they branded him “counterrevolutionary." 


The Shivanist domination at the two schools led to frequent clashes between 
pro- and anti-Shivanists. One such clash resulted in the death of a Diyar- 
bakir Educational Institute student, Sehabettin Aktokat. 


The incident at the institute in March of this year began with @ »hivanist 
attack on People's Liberationists who had scrawled their slogans wn the 
school walis. Two liberationists were hurt in the melee. The following day, 
Shivanists brought all their armed members into the school. The People's 
Liberation, meanwhile, had its armed members cut off the roads leaoing to 

the school. There was every indication that @ major clash was about to erupt, 
and yet, security forces took no preventive measures, made no move. The ciash 
occured on the school grounds. It lasted about one-half hour and left one 
dead--Sehabettin Aktokat--and three seriously wounded. A search of the school 
grounds after the clash yielded 11 handguns. Academic activity was suspended 
indefinitely. 


Activities in Mass Organizations 


In mass organizations, Shivanists practice the very same methods they use in 
schools. Anyone they consider anti-Shivanist is barred from the organizations 
they control,and the ban also applies to true revolutionaries whom they call 
"counterrevolutionary” and “Maoist.” To establish control over mass organi- 
zations, they collaborate with the PYA and provoke fights with other groups. 
In 1977, when they lost the Diyarbakir TOB-DER elections, they started a 

fight with the Freedom oad group right there in the building. Five were 
hurt, and the building, with the furniture in it, were destroyed. The follow- 
ing year, Shivanists formed an alliance with PYA and took control of the 
Diyarbakir TOB-DER, 


Shivanists have extended their influence to state agencies also. They use 

the personnel in administreétive positions to reach the employees and workers. 
Some of these eadministretors are Shivanist and some others are too intimida- 
ted to put up 4 resistance. Shiveanists have been trying to have TCP-control- 
led labor unions infiltrate state facilities. The effort is conducted through 
the 10th Regional Representative of the DISK [Confederation of Revolutionary 
Labor Unions |. Any worker who tries to frustrate their effort is fired on 

the spot by RDCA-affiliated administrators and replaced by a pro-Shivanist. 


The Shivanist involvement in ettacks and provocations coincides with the 
group's shift to a pro-Soviet line and its entrance into an alliance with 
the TCP, That is why, 1977 was a turning point for Shivanists. 











LAYDINLIK OF 21 June 1979 coulc not be found. According to a note in the 
20 June installment, the next article was to cover the period when Shivan- 
ists joined the Talabani forces. The missing issue apparently also contain- 
ed the first part of 4 two-part sketch of Talabani. The concluding chapters 
of the sketch from the 22 June issue and the 22 June installment follow. | 


[22 Jun 79, p g | 
Text | Who Is Talabani? 


The dispute between Talabani and Barzani soon escalated into armed battle. 
Talabani took refuce in Iran. After a 2-month sojurn in the Hamadan area, 
he went back to Iraq with his forces and launched an attack on Barzani. The 
operation did not last long. Once again, Talabani fled to Iran. ‘Tne Shah 
of Iran nad him settled near Tehran. He was given a villa, chauffeurs and 
cooks. Years later, when Talabani criticized Barzani's collaboration with 
the United 2tates through Iran, KDP people reminded him of his days in Iran. 


When he was in Iran, he vowed that he would not hesitate to join forces with 
Barzani if the Bachdad government one day broke the ceasefire. That day 
céme in 1966 when the Iraqi government refused to recognize | presumably the 
Kurdish | autonomy, and fighting resumed. Talabani sent word to Narzani, and 
then, arrived in Iraq with his men. Shivan doubted that Talabani's return 
was motivated by a sincere desire to help and charged that it was part of a 
netty scheme, a maneuver, a phase of an insidious plot of infamy. Talabani, 
no more than 2 days after his arrival in Iraq, dispatched two of his men to 
Yaghdad for secret talks with the government. Some time later, he quietly 
left Harzani and settled in Baghdaa. Now, Barzani had not only the Baghdad 
government,but also Talabani as his adversé@ries. From then on, Talabani and 
his men were referred to as "the traitors of 1966" (chashen shesht u shesh) 
[obviously the Kurdish version of same }. 


Talabani's men joined the Iraqi army units in their drive against the KDP 
forces. Talabani, with the help of his tribe, established control in the 
Sulaymaniyah area. Later, on 2 September 1966, a conference was arranged 
under the protection of the Iraqi army. Talabi also had the support of the 
pro-Moscow communist party in Iraq. It is apparent that Talabani was follow- 
ing a pro-Moscow line as far back as 1966. 


In 1971, when Uarzani and the Iraqi government reached another ceasefire 
agreement, Talabani's usefulness, hence his influence, began to wane. He 

went to Syria, The Syrian Sa'th Party, partly in response to Moscow's 
urging, and partly because of its belief that Talabani could be used as a4 
trump card in dealings with other countries in the region, allowed him to 
operate in Syria, but Talabani virtually dropped out of sight until 1975. 
During thet period, he was forming ties with the Kurdish movements in Europe, 
most of which were nationalist under the influence of Moscow, hence, revi- 
sionist ideas. 
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\Photo reproduced from AYDINLIK 19 June 1979, p 6] 
CAPTION 


Jalal Talabani. Shivanists joined Talabani's Syrian-based KPU in 1973. 
Talabani's objective is to stir up trouble in Iran, Iraq and Turkey. In his 
operations directed at this objective, he receives aid from the Soviets in 
the form of weapons and money. Furthermore, Soviet and Bulgarian militery 
experts work as querrilla warfare instructors at Talabani's military training 
camps in Syria. Talabani iaunched his operations in Turkey in 1977 by 
sending two of his traineo guerrillas to Turkey. 
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Harzani's de*est in 1975 wes 2 turning point for Talabani also. ‘Soon after 
the defeat, ‘alabani sprunc to action and announced the formation of 4 new 
party based in Syria. Toe initiative received the approval of the Soviets 
whese relations with Iraq were considerably strained et tne time. A strong 
and active Talabani fitted nicely in Moscow's plans. Moscow, which had been 
urging the Kurds against the Iraqi Ba'th until recently, saw Talabani as 
an effective weapon that can be used against the nations in the region, in- 
Cludang iraq which had shifted to a policy of defiance against the Soviets. 
Moscow shipped arms and advisors to Talabani's camps on Syrian territory, 
thereby greatly improving its relations with him. In time, Talabani will go 
into action in Irac, Iran anc Turkey, stirring up trouble with his Soviet- 
supplied arms. 


Talabani had no leverage in Tur ey until 1976, but in 1976, when Shivanists 
jcined him, he wecame an influeentiai figure in ‘urkey also. 


Talabani insists that he does not work with the Soviet Union. The weapons 

he uses, his militery camps run by Sovict experts, and his close ties to 
pro-oscow revisionist parties everywhere he operates, including Turkey, belie 
his denials. “oreover, the turmoil he tries to instigate in the countries of 
the region serves the interests of no one else but Moscow. That is why, 

Moscow supports him. Talabeni's is the most dangerous group among those helping 
Moscow implement its policies and carry out its efforts to instijate 
turmoil in the region. (End of Talabani sketch | 


Talabani, Relying on Shivanists, Moves Into Turkey 


A mews item which , we believe, appeared only in the pages of AYDINLIK and 
in no other paper may have escaped the attention of many. It said thet 
Mazhar Ghailani, also known as Sheik Khevkes, was ousted from Turkey. 


Sheik Khevkes is described as a major figure in the incidents and the faction- 
alist movement in the east. It appears that Khekvkes' ouster, the final epi- 
sode in the Khevkes story, bas been hushed up 4s the e@rlier ones were. 


Who is Sheik Khevkes? What was he doing in Turkey? There has been no offici- 
al public statement about the sheik, but the file on him must be opened, if 
we @re to gain insight into the developments in the east. 


Who Is Sheik Khevkes? 


His neme was first heard in connection with the Nehri uprising at the Nakkeri 
region during the years of the Turkish | War of Liberation. The sheik, who 
took part in the rebellion, esceved to Iraq and obtained Iraqi citizenship. 
Khevkes comes from a long line of sheiks who had nearly absolute religious 
@uthority in the Hakkari region. The family's influence extends all the way 
to Bingol. Khevkes himself is the sheik of 117 villages in the Cukurca and 
Semdinli areas of Hakkari. 
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He is said to have formed ties with the Iraqi intelligence during his stay 
in Iraq. Ne was active in northern Iraq, but took refuge in Turkey afte” 
Barzani's defect. 


For a long time, his presence in Turkey was known only to government suthori- 
ties. Last year, however, during the clashis at Hakkari's Semdinli and 
Cukurova areas, the public became awere of him, and he emerged 4s 4 major 
figure in the developments. 


It is said that Khevkes, after taking refuc. in Turkey in 1975, contacted 
Talabani who har gone inte action with the arms and financial assistance 
supplied by tne Soviet Union. Khevkes, reportedly, became *he strongest sup- 
oorter of the Shiveniets' and Talabani's operations in Turkey. 


Exile From Turkey 


Sheik Khevkes's oresence in Turkey was known to @uthorites al. along, and yet, 
he was by and laige free to operate 4s he wished. 


Who gave him this immunity? Thousands of Kurdish peasants send peshwerges 

| Kurdish fighters], who took refuge in Turkey in 1975 upe: Barzani's defeat, 
were promptly returned to Iraq. How is it possible for Sheik Khevkes to 
remain in Turkey? More important than that, how was he able to continue his 
activities before the eyes of the authorities? 


Even his deportation was shrouded in mystery. After an exte ded study of the 
situation, the Office of the Chief of the General Steff, reportedly, de- 
cided that the sheik's presence within Turkey's national boundaries was un- 
acceptable. On 19 May, he was taken to Mardin's Silopi County for deportation, 
but at the last minute, the process was halted by @ telegram from Ankara, 

The Mardin Governor's Office kept him at Silopi for 2 weeks, and finally, he 
was deported. Prime Minister Ecevit, whose telegraphed message halted the 
sheik's deportation, offered the following explanation in an attempt to jus- 
tify his action: “What can we do?" he said, “This has become bigger than the 
government.” 


Bargain with JP and PP 


When Sheik Khevkes fled to ‘urkey, certain forces, hoping to take advantage 
of his feudal power over the region, mobilized to secure permission for his 
stay. Sheiks and large lancholders [called “lend aghas” in Turkish | cerry 
considerable weight in their areas during election time. In the east, the 
outcome of an election hes but little to do with the political parties. It 
is determined by the type of alliances sheiks and landowners form, 


A governmental decree was drafted in the Nationalist Front era to grant Turk- 
ish citizenship to Sheik Khevkes, but President Koruturk rejected it. 


Sheik Khevkes, appreciative of the JP's intervention on his behalf, recipro- 
cated by using his influence in the 1977 elections to have (JP candidate | 
Ahmed Zeydan elected deputy from Hakkari. 
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After the fall of the "“lationalist Front and formation of the HPP government, 
Hakkeri Deputy Atmed Zeydan pressed on to have the Sheik remain in Turkey. 
Zeydan contacted the 4PP government. Following those contacts, he resigned 
from the JP | Justice Party | and joined the RPP. 


Zeydan's resignation was accompanied by @ development rarely seen in Turkey. 
The JP Provincial Administrative Board of Hakkari resigned as a body from 

the party end joined the #PP. The series of events did not end there either. 
The RPP Provincial Administrative Board of Hakkari was dismissed and replaced 
by the recently resigned JP board. The chein ct events left the JP without 

a shred of influence in Hakkari. The Zeyden tribe and Sheik Khevkes threw 
their full support behind the RPP. 


Ecevit, ‘This Is Sigger Than the Government’ 


One of the denands Ahmed Zeydan made during his negotiations with the APP was 
the transfer of the provincial administrative board to his tribe. The RPP 
met the demand. Another condition he set was permission for Sheik Khevkes 

to reméin in Turkey. That wes what Ecevit was talking about when he said the 
issue was bigger then the government, which implied that it had become an 
affair of the state. 


The RPP made no move to grant citizenship to the sheik, but it did not bother 
him either, at least, not until recently. 


The incidents in which Sheik Khevkes was involved during the Hakkeri clashes 
were reported by several newspapers, including AYDINLIK and MILLIYET--in 
NILLIYET, Orsan Oymen made the sheik's role in the events public. It was ae 
yeer ago. The government made no stetements on Khevkes’ activities during 

the year. However, when the general staff became interested in Khevkes, and 
upon investigation, cecided that his presence was not in Turkey's interests, 
the government offered \hev«es three alternatives. “e was given the choice 

of going to either Iran, Iraq, or the Turkish sector of Cyprus. He, reported- 
lv, believed that he can continue his Turkish operetions from Cyprus and 
return to Turkey when circumstances made it feacibie. 


The order to deport him from Turkey arrived as he was preparing | presumably, 
to inform the goverment of his choice |. He was taken under custody and 
sent to Silopi. After a 2-week postponement, during which time the govern- 
nent made a final, but apparently futile, effort to have the decision revers- 
ed, he was deported. The curtain of secrecy which shrouded the incident was 
never raised. 


Talabani Goes into Action in Turkey 


Meanwhile, Talabani was busy recruiting men through the front he hed formed. 
His armed force was slowly teking shape. The Syrien Ba'th Party, complying 
with Soviet requests, and also because Talabani fit in its own little schemes, 
provided the right conditions for Talabani to go about his business unhindered. 
Syrian cooperation with Talabani was totel, so much so that Hafiz a1-Assad's 
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brother joined Talabseni's crgenizetion as an honorary member. Men recruited 
hy Talabani were treined in guerrilla warfare by Sulgerian and Soviet milita- 
ry experts at the camps in Syria. 


Having formed @ trained militery force of sorts, Talabani launched his opera- 
tions. te had, meanwhile, 4lso regrouped his followers ir Iraq under the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party "rovisional Committee and had declered an armed 
strugoie. 





Talabani's major bases were in Syria. In Iraq, perticulerly in the northern 
pert of the country @.%ng tne Turkish border, the KDP retained its influence. 
Telebani'’s influence was limited to the Sulaymeniyoh area near Baghdad and 

to the Talebeni tribe. ‘iis headquerters in Ireq was at Soran, situeted at 
the juncture of Turkish, Iraqi end lrenien borders. Ne had @ small force in 
Iran also. Talabani was having @ herd time setting up bases in lraq,and form- 
ing ties in Iran wes not proving easy either. Turkey, therefore, was begin- 
ning to look more and er significant to his plens. If he could establish 
influence in the southeastern border sarees of Turkey, he reasoned, he would 
be able to surround the Iregi KDP territory from his Turkish bases, and also 
he would establish @ continuous line between Soren and his oases in Iran 

and Syria. That wae Telabani's ultimate objective when he launched his ac- 
tivities in Turkey, but the immediate objective wes to gain the leadership 

of the regional Kurdish movement and to eliminate the KDP. which he saw as 

an impediment to success. 


The Soviet Union gave its full support to Talabani'’s ectivities. Moscow be- 
lieved that if Talebani assumed the leadership of the Kurdish movement end 
eventually formed 4 reelible power base that Moscow cen use when needed, the 
Soviet objective of esteblishing regionvide hegemony would be very favorably 
served, 


The Talabani group, meanwhile, having won the allegiance of Shivenists, was 
growing from total anonymity to the stetus of @ major force in the region. 
The feudal power of Sheik Khevkes and the opportunities supplied by the RDCA 
provided Talabani with exectly what he needed to expand his operations in 
Turkey. 


,23 Jun 79, p 8} 


(Text | Shivenists and Talabani tried to form « militery force in eastern 
Turkey in 1977 by distributing the money end weapons supplied by the Soviet 
Union. The objective wes to create @ strong bewe area in Turkey from where 
operations can be leunched ageinst the KDP forces in Iraq. The Soviets rea- 
soved that, through Talebeni, they can exert influence over the Kurdish move- 
ment end use the movement 4s @ weapon age@inst the nations in the region. 
Moscow's first step in the direction of its ultimate goal was to set up the 
Kurds ageinst one enother. 
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CAPTION: 


zo and Mulle Arif, two militery commanders sent to the Suleymaniyeh region 
in Iraq after treining et tne bases in Syria. 

















Sheiks Hassar énc Malef Secretly Enter Turkey from Syria 


Talabani's initial activiti<s in Turkey were conducted by Sheik Hassan and 
sheik ‘alef who came to Turkey from Syrie. 


lakang advantage of the contacts anc influence Sheik Khevikes hed establiched, 
the teo men entered turkey im the spring of 1977 ond settled i~ the Rupin 
region of the Uludere County in Nakkari. The two sheiks quickly gained the 
éllegience of a religious leacer icalled “melle” in the east),and with his 
help, began @ tour of the aree, widening their contects. 


Tne sheiks promised money anc arms to the people they contacted. Anyone who 
joined the Talabani group was to receive @ Klashnikov rifle, 4 Cherdehvar| mean- 
ing unknown | and 3,000 lire. @ month, The erea where the sheiks were operat- 
ing is one of ‘-e most poverty-stricken regions of eastern Anatolia. The per- 
capite income .) the region does not reach 3,000 liras in @ year, let alone 

in a month. Consequently, «a 3,000-lire monthly salery is @ very high income 
indeed by the area's stendards. Talabani wes forming an army by doling out 
cash. 


First Shipmert of Klashnikovs 


The shei«xs, Massan and Hale’, continued their tour of the erea until the 
summer months of 1977 and, satisfied with the size of the force they had 
gathere!, they decided to go into action, They contected Syria and secretly 
»rought in 200 Klashnikov rifles,then, geve them to 4 Shivanist for distri- 
oution es planned. The Shivanist distributed mos* of the rifles,but 
“e kept 10 which, @long with 85,000 lires’ worth of amaunition, he sold to 

a lerge lendholder. The deal brought him 1 million lires which he elso kept. 
This was how Talabanists and Shivenists begen to arm. 


s00n after the weapons and mor.,y were distributed, orders care from Syria to 
dispatch the ermed unit to Rupin, en eree in the Uludere County (of Hakkeri |. 
Although @ large number of rifles hed been distributed, only 121 men, 50 of 
them Syrians, showed up at Rupin. The rest, already armed and paid, ignored 
the order. The l2leman unit et Rupin wes also given smug jled bazookas, whach 
in the erea @re known as “arbici.” Armed with rifles end bazookas, the unit 
set off for an area called S3iliken in Silopi. 


The 121-Man Unit 


Talabeni ordered the heavily ermed unit to go into action. The commander was 
lemet Dinc, 4 ors-Talebani officer, sent from iraq. 


khen Dino received his orders to go to Turkey, he was told that 
he would be fighting against the iraqi Ba'thists. When he arri-ed in Silopi, 
though, he realized that he was to lead the unit to @ battle with the KDP 

at Bahdinan. e refused to obey the orders end surrendered to the Iraqi go- 
vernment. Nine of the Syrians in the unit followed Dino. Then, some of the 
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men who had joined the urit in Turkey decided they did not want to be used 
for Taiabani's schemes and left. Thus, Talabani's first operation fizzled out 
before it ever got off the ground. 


The 'Gocore' Camp 


All that was left of the armed unit was a orcup of Talabanists. They stayed 

in Hilikan about 16 days, at the end of which time, their provisions and morale 
at rock bottom, they dispersed. To avert a complete breakdown, Talabani sent 
the sheiks, Hassan and Halef, the original organizers of the armed unit, back 
to Turkey. The sheiks, with the assistance of a Syrian called Mustafa Hohe, 
seeked out the Talabanists who had gone their ways at Bilikan. Those still 
loyal to Talabani were brought together et Gocere, an area at Uludere. They 
set up a camp at Gocere, but soon it was winter and they had to move elsewhere. 
They crossed to Syria. 


Talabani's provocations in the Uludere area failed to produce the results he 
had expected. He decided to try his luck somewhere else. tie stepped up his 
activities at Semdinli and Cukurca. These two areas offered Talabani two 
advantages. First of all, they were in Sheik K',evkes's sphere of influence, 
and second, they were close to Iran where a large part of his forces was se- 
questered, and also close to Soran, his headquarters in Iraq. Talabani's 
decision to shift his activities to Semdinli and Cukurca provided Sheik Khevkes 
with the opportunity to influence the course of events. 


Melle Yahya Secomes Regional Officer 


Talabani replaced the Shivanist officer who had sold part of the weapons ship- 
ment and kept the money. The new man, who later will be caught during the 
clashes, was Melle Yahya. 


Yahya was from the village of Derehan in Beytussebab. He was from the Jirki 
tribe, an opponent of the Talabani tribe. The Jirki tribe resented Yahya's 
alliance with Talabani. Talabani made Melle Yahya, a man of shadowy associa- 
tions, his regional supervisor. The next item on Talabani's agenda was for- 
mation of another force. He used the same method he had used earlier. He 
hired a taxicab and traveled from one village to another, offering guns and 
money. This time Talabenists gathered and set up base at Semdinli, in the 
Mezargedigi Mountains near the Iraqi and Iranian borders. 


Hakkari Meeting of 12 August 1977 


Talabanists carried out their activities in full public view. Everyone in 

the area, including the local authorities, knew of Talabanists and were fully 
aware of their activities. In fact, many peasants from the area villages 
submitted to authorities formal written complaints thet Talabenists had extort- 
ed food from them and had damaged their properties. The authorities, however, 
instead of doing something about the complaints, prefered to observe the 
goings-on. 
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Meanwhile, Sheik Knevkes had »ecome actively involved in Telabanist affairs. 
His activities mainly co 1sisted of holding talks with various authorities. 


One of those talks took olace over a weekend in August 1977 at Hacibey in 
Semdinli near the Iraqi border. The person he met was the MIT [National 
Intelligence Organization of Turkey | officer in Hakkari, the commander of 
the Mobile Gendarme S3attalion. 


Now, we are asking the authorities to disclose what was discussed at that 
meeting. Our next question is whether Talabani was also present at the 
meeting. 


There was another meeting shortly after the first. The second meeting took 
place on 12 August 1977 at the Hakkari Provincial [Administrative? ] Center 
among | oresumably local administrative | officials, Sheik Khevkes and leading 
local Talabanists. What was discussed at the meeting? 


Did the Talabanists spend the 1977-78 winter at their Mezargecidi mountain 
camp? Who armed them, and how? 


Talabanists and Shivanists increased their stockpile of weapons and ammuni- 
tion during 1977 and early 1978. Talabani, judging by the amount of weapons 
and money he had distributed in Turkey, must have felt that he had a large 
enough force to launch his operations. In reality, most of the weapons had 
seen sold by Shivanists who, then, had kept the money they had made by the 
sale. “oreover, some of the Shivanists had exaggerated the number of men 
they had in order to obtain more rifles and money. 


Talabani and His Men Enter Turkey 


On the night of 22 May 1977, the soldiers Talabani had recruited in Iraq and 
Iran entered Turkey near Marune. The 72l-man Talabani force had 30 ani- 
mals and was armed with Klashnikovs, Mausers, bazookas and hand grenades. 


Talabani said later, in a letter to Ecevit, that he “entered Turkey by mis- 
take while trying to cross to Syria.” The pro-Talabani KPU, in a communique, 
claimed that the operation was carried out to frustrate Iraqi efforts to 

clear the border areas of inhabitants. Shivanists, however, argued that 
Talabani's forces took refuge in Turkey when colonialist powers cornered them. 





[Caption of picture on previous page | 


Sheik Hussein aba (back row,standing,third from left), a leading Talabanist, 
is seen here with his column of men. Hussein, chieftain of the Yazidi tribe, 
is a member of Talabani's Central Committee. 4e is one of the military com- 
manders trained by Soviet experts. He led part of the Talabani forces which 
entered Turkey in 1978. Me is now @ prisoner of the KDP, All the guns and 
the wireless equipment seen in the picture are Soviet made. 
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The government, meanwhile, géve its version of the incident in a statement 
that said, “several clashes that took place in Iraq spilled over into 
Turkey by accident.” 


Were Shivanist activities of the past 18 months to enlarge their stockpile 
of weapons incidents that took place outside Turkey? Did Talabani enter 
Turkey by accident, or was he cornered? 


Talabani's letter to Shivanists 


The facts bear out neither the Shivanist, nor the government version of 
events. Talabani, in a letter he wrote on 12 March 1978, 1 month before the 
incident, to a Shivanist in Turkey, said, “We will send an armec unit in 
spring to the Behdinan arze to clean up the LKDP | Provisional Committee's 
remnants.” At a meeting of the KPU on 21 March 1978, commanders were issued 
orders to eliminate the committee in their areas. 


[24 Jun 79, p 8] 


[Text | The 300-man Talabanist force entered Turkey on the night of 22 June 
and proceeded in a thoroughly military order. Talabanists marched in squads 
of 20 men, sending out advance units and moving forward when the advance 
units took the hills and established control over the area. 


Two Thousand Take Part in Battle 


On the second day, Talabani's units were spotted near the village of Cevre 

as they were advancing in the direction of Semdinli and Canakli. Authorities 
were @lerted. On the sane day, & gendarme unit which ran into a group of 
Talabanists near the village of Bembo was taken prisoner by Talabanists, but 
released some time later when the Talabanists heard that soldiers from the 
headquarters were on their way. The central government (in Ankara }, upon 
hearing about the developments, dispatched the minister of interior to 
Hakkeri, Talabaenists were kept under observation and precautions were taken 
to prevent them from moving further in, but that was all, nothing else was 
done. When the minister of interior was still in Hakkari, studying the situ- 
ation, Talabani's soldiers were passing through just below the city. 





|Caption of picture on opposite page | 


A Talaoani soldier holding 4 “ussian light machine gun. Most of the people 
recruited by Talabani for his armed force are young men. These youths, moti- 
vated by nationalist goals and attracted by the idea of becoming 4 revolution- 
ary, make easy preys. The 800-man military force Talabani formed with recruits 
from Iraq, Iran and Turkey and sent into action in the Hakkari region was, 

in most part, made up of young men. However, it also included members of 

the tribes that supported Talabani. 
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<i> Telabeni kuvvederinin izledifi yol (a) | - 
od Talabani'nin carppmalardaki yendgSerden sonra dajaima yonieri 
_}) KDP ve Talebanf ye karg: olan agirederin hareket yOnleri () 
(1) retabeni nin jandarma Se kargdag hfs bdige "Bembo" kéyé olay! 
@Tatabeni nin Molla Emin bagkandijandaki 6 kighik KDP heyetini 
@)31.Mayw—1 Haziran corpegman ae 
@ Telabeni'nin Rusys'ya hac yoks 

( trak Hava Kuvveterinin Talabanicferi bom belamas: 

18 Haziran carpgman, TelabanicSerin dajdmen 





| The map is from AYDINLIK of 24 June 1979; key provided on following page | 


26 








The Route Talabani Followed in May and June of 1978 and the Areas Where the 
Clashes Occured 


Key: 


The route followed by Talabani forces 


Directions in which Talabani forces fled after defeat 


Movement of KDP forces and anti-Talabani tribes 


Site 


Site 
were 


Site 


The route Talabani took to flee to the Soviet Union 


|The 


The Iragi Air Force bombs Talabanists 
The 18 June clash site| where Talabanists were routed 
The Talabani headquarters in Iraq 


The words “kiy”" and “kSyi" in place names mean village. | 


of the village of Bembo where gendarmes ran into Talabanists. 


of the incident where a 6-man KDP group, headed by Mulla Emin, 
shot and killed by bazooke-toting Talabanists. 


of tre 31 May-1 June clash 


phrase by the broken line is "To Van and Russia" | 
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The KDP Provisionel Committee, upon hearing of Talebani's presence in Turkey, 
sent him a letter on 24 May 1978 and offered to work out an agreement to 
avoid a clash. Talabanists did not answer tne letter, but continued their 
drive . 


Minister of Interior Ozaydinli had not yet left Hakkari when the first clash 
occured between Talabanists and the members of the KDP and anti-Talabani 
tribes. It was not a clash on a small scale, but a battle. More than 2,000 
people were involved. By the time it ended, the death toll had climbed 

over 100, 


Talabani's Allegations and Facts 


According to the Talabani side, the fighting broke out because the KDP, in 
cahoots with the MIT, paid to some of the tribes in the region to stop Tala- 
bani's drive to Iraq and to cut off his route through Turkey. In the en- 
suing battle, they said, 29 KDP members, including Mulls Emin Barzani, were 
killed, 50 wounded. Their losses amounted to 7 dead. 


Facts do not support the Talabani side's version of events. The fighting 
broke out when Talabanists fired their bazookas and killed Mulla Emin 
Barzani and all six of the emissaries who had come for talks. After the 
incident, Talabani's units quickly moved to the vicinity of Baz and Ta'l 
villages in Hakkari. KDP peshmergas from Iraq and anti-Talabani tribes in 
the area surrounded the Talabani force on the night of 31 May. 


The battle lasted 2 days and was fought over a wide expanse of land. Tala- 
bani's force separated into three columns. One was under the commend of 

Ali Askheri, the other under Sheik Hussein of the Yazidi sect, and the third 
under Dr Halid Said. When the battle ended, there were 10) dead on the 
Talabani side. About 80 of his soldiers escaped to Iraq and surrendered to 
the government, and 275 were taken prisoner. The rest--about 400 men--moved 
with haste alone the River Habur [Khabur | and crossed into Iraq. They 
were rushing to Syria before the other side could strike again. 


As to what happened next, Talabani, in @ communique deted 1 July 19768, gave 
the following account of the battle's aftermath, “Our friends were planning 
to reach the Dihok [ perhaps Dahuk | mountains @s quickly @s possible once they 
were finished with what they had to do (he means the 31 May battle). An 
armed unit under Ali Askheri proceeded towards Amediye ['Al Amadiyah], while 
Halid Said and Sheik Hussein moved in the direction of Zaho [Zakhu]. Ali 
Askheri ran into Iraqi tanks and helicopters. Behind him, he had the Provi- 
sional Committee and men from the tribes of Oramar, Piroz, Dostki and 
Binyanij." 


End of Month-Long Adventure 


Talabani forces, finding themselves in a very tight spot, reentered Turkey. 
They rapidly retreated in the direction of Uludere where, they knew, they 
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will find a large number cf supporters, including Melle Yahya. As they 
were DSassing near Beytusseba, they took seven peasants as hostage to ensure 
their safe passage. As scon as the hostage situation was xeard, the tribes 
in the region pooled their forces and surrounded Talabani's men. That is 
when the second battle on Turkish territory took place. 


It began on 18 June and lested 24 hours, at the end of which time Talabani's 
force disintegrated. Thirty men died on the battleground, and 4 group of 
Survivors took to flight towerd Syria, but they were captured. Over 270 

men were taken prisoner, including the members of Talabani's KPU Central 
Committee and Politburo, and all of his military commanders. 


Talabani claims that Turkey's military helicopters, planes and | ground? } 
units perticipatec in the fighting, and that prisoners, upon the MIT's 
request, were turned over to the KDP, These allegations are not true. As 
usu@l, military units arrived on the scene long after the battles were 
over and saw nothing but deéd people on the ground. 


The adventure Talabani embarked on to establish control over the area within 
Turkey's national boundaries lasted a month and ended in a crushing defeat 
and took @ heavy toll. 


Eleven Syrian Citizens Under Arrest 


It is apparent that Taelabani's activities in Turkey which began in 1975 
were part of a regionwide plen backed by the Soviets. tis activities led 
to some of the fiercest battles of recent years and they took place on 
Turkish soil. 


What happened after the battles and all those other incidents? Eleven pro- 
Talabani officers, all of them Syrian citizens, were captured wounded efter 
the first battle. Some time later, Melle Yahya was placed under arrest. 
None of the individuals who have been active in the area since 1977, and 
who have smuggled into Turkey 447 Soviet-made rockets i d have re- 
cruited mercenaries, have been seen or heard of again. 


Talabani supporters and Shivanists have remained ective in the east even 
after the 1978 battles. They were active in 1979 also. They have openly 
campaigned for alliance with the Soviets. They have taken part in many 
armed incidents. 


The File Is Quietly Closed 


One of the eleven Talabanist officers died in the hospitel. Three seperate 
court actions have been initiated against Hidir Nuri, @ Syrian citizen, and 
his associates. There were seven bodies on the ground when they were érrest- 
ed. One of the charges against them was killing seven people. They were 
also charged with bringing arms into Turkey and possession of arms because 

@ large number of weapons were discovered where they were arrested. In the 
third and final charge, they ere accused of entering Turkey, coercing pee- 
sants and restricting their freedom. 
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During their trial, which was held ian Tokat without any public fanfare, some 
of the Talabanist soldiers said that they saw some fighting and wondered 

what was going on, and that they crossed the border out of curiosity. The 
truth of the matter is there is no way that someone in Iraq can see the erea 
where the fighting took place. The defense that some of the others used was, 
"we are Talabanists. We were on our way from Syria to Ireq when we got lost 
and by mistake entered ‘urxey. There were 800 of us and we were attacked by 
2,000 men. We dispersed when they attacked us." 


Their testimony and “insufficiency of evidence” led to the dismissal of the 
charges ag@inst the Talabanist soldiers. They were released on 14 February 
1979. Their release, like their trial, took place without any public announce- 
ment. None of the men hac a passport, they could have been rearrested and 
charged with violeting the passport law. To avoid it, they were taken to a 
frontier crossing under gendarme gu@rd and turned over to Syrian authorities. 
Thus, the file was cwietly closed on some of the worst clashes of the recent 
years. 


As for Melle Yahya Yildirim, his case is not over yet. The trial is corti- 
nuing at the High Criminal Court of Keskin. 


(25 Jun 79, p 8 | 


| Text | How dic Shive@nists acquire arms in quantities unprecedented in 
Turkey? Who wasthe power »ehind the arms that are pouring into Turkey? 
How were the arms brought in? 


The Soviet Union Is Arming Shivanists 


The answers to these questions @re very important because they reveal the 
identity of the power behind the provocations. When we s@y someone is arming 
the Shivanists, we are not talking of one or two handguns, we are talking of 
close to 10,000 Klashnikov rifles and 474 rockets powerful enough to destroy 
one-half of the Turkish army [as printed}. These arms were brought into Turkey 
in @ short span of time in 1977 and 78. 


Not only arms, but millaons of lires were also brought in. One Talabani 
convoy brought over 1.35 million diners (103 million liras). That alone 
should give our re@ders an idea about the scale of activities in the east. 


The power behind the activities is the Soviet Union. The source of the arms 
and the money is this inperialist power which will stop at nothing to gain 
control over the region. How the Shivanists arm themselves and the routes 
thet are used for secre* arme shipments to the Shivenists leave no doubt 
about the identity of the power behind those ectivities. 


A Truckful of Arms From Bulgeria 


The primary route used for smuggling arms into Turkey crosses Bulgeris and 
reaches Turkey either by land or sea. Arms and ammunition are los#ied on 
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TIR 13 ntern«atione., r crt How te | truc«s in SJulgeria. The trucks teke 
them into Turkey across tne border,and then, all the way to the east. 


In 1977, when the Talabanists began to arm themselves, 4 Sulgarian TIR 
truck entered Turkey by this route and unloaded its cargo near the Silven 
County of Diyarbakir. It was an interesting trick. The TIR truck was os- 
tensibly in an accident and overturned, and then, its cargo container was 
4llegedly looted, The Nulgarien TIR truck left its overturned end “looted® 
cargo container at the scene of accident and returned home. People who 

live in the area were skeptical about the accident and the “looting.” Short- 
ly after the so-called incident, leading Shivanists in the region went into 
the business of selling ams. 


The arms brought in by the Gulgarian truck were distributed in the area by 
Muhterem Bicimli, @ Shivanist.Bicimli, who was later killed in a traffic 
accident, sold some of those weapons, instead of distributing them, and 

it is said that he used the money from the sales to buy himself two cars. 


Another way arms ere sent to Turkey from Bulgeria is by sea. Soats unload 
the arms somewhere along tne coast between Antekya and Samandag. TIR trucks 
or tanker trucks, fitted with secret compartments, pick up the arms from 
where they @re unaloaded by boats, take them to Gaziantep, and then, to 
points east. Armsrunning TIN trucks carry forged “entry-exit” records which 
give them “transit” stasus and immunity from search. The TIR method is 
used to smuggle in 4 variety of items, but mostly arms. 


How Arms From Syria Enter Turkey 


Another route Talabanists use to bring in arms pesses through Syrie. Soviet 
arms arriving in Syria are brought into Turkey over land and across the 
border. Talabanists used thet route many times in 1977 and 78 and took in 
4 large amount of arms. 


Arms arriving in Turkey across the Syrian-Turkish border reached to the 
Talabenists active in the Semiinli area of Hakkeri by this route. The Turk- 
ish leg of the route starts in the mountainous @rea between Cizre and 
Silopi on the Syrian border, goes over the Cudi Mountains, by sceling one 
Summit after another--Gelememi, Altindag, Semur, and Sat--then, reaches 
Karacadag and finally Semdinli. 


The trip is made by mounted convoys which ere able to scale one steep moun- 
tein after another. Convoys of 5 to 10 armed men used this route nume- 
rous times in 1977 and 78 carrying weapons and money to the east. The 

route goes through several checkpoints menned by gendarmes, and yet 

none of the convoys carrying supplies to the Shivenists in the east was ever 
discovered. 
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| TALABANICILERIN RUSYA‘DAN GELEN SILAHLARI 
NAKLETTIKLERI YOL 


1) a Taiabanicderin sah naki yolu 
>) &) _— Talabani'ye sah getiren kafllenin pusuya dégirildage yer 


ee OO Te ee mae 


- A lalabaninin kamp ve karargahi 





(4) Talabani nin etkili olduju bolgeler 








Yukardaki haritaes 
Tabanicilerin 1977-1978 ydlam boyuaca Rusya'dan Suriye ye gelen silah- 
lar naklettikleri yol igaretlenmsgtir. Talabaniye silah getiren kafde Nehri 
| kéyi civarinda bir kere pusuya diigdrdida. 9 kisi Sida Haritada aynca Tala- 
| bani'nin Turkiye’ deki kamplan ve karargahi gésterilmistir. Talabani "'Go- 
, core” yoresinde tutunamayinca énce Suriye oradan Irak'a gecti. 1978 
| basindaki harek etini '' Soran’ karargahindan baglatn 
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Map from A‘DINLIK of 25 June 1979; key is supplied on opposite page | 
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Route Jsed by Talabanists To !ransport 


Soviet-Supplied Arms 


Key: 
1. The arms transport route 
|Words in upper case along the line: “Arms Shipment” |] 


2. Site of ambush on convoy taking arms to Talabani 
3. Talabani's camp and headquarters 


4. Talabeni's sphere of influence 


Arms shipped to Syria by the Soviet Union in 1977 and 78 were transported 
by Talebanists over the route marked in the map. A convoy carrying arms 
to Talabani was ambushed near the village of Nehri. Nine oeople died 
there. Talabani's camps in Turkey and his headquarters are also marked 
on the map. When it became impossible to stay in the “Gocore” area (5), 
Talabani moved to Syria, and then, to Iraq. His operation in early 1978 
started out from his headquarters at *Soran."(6) 


\"KSy” or "kByG" in place names mean village] 
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lwer i100) Biallion Liras for Voravenasts 


The incident we are about to relate is interesting, in that it illustrates 
the scale of operations to supply arms and money to Talabanists. 


A convoy of nine men broug >t Talabanists supplies in the winter months of 
1977. The convoy's load included weapons, ammunition and 1.35 million 
Syrian dinars--over 103 million Turkish liras in round figures. 


A group of six people, lec by Hassan Hoshnav, slipped intc Turkey across the 
Syrian border some time in October. The group moved as far north as the 

snow cover on the ground permitted and proceeded in the direction of Semdinli. 
The convoy had two Shivenist guides. Several tribes,upon hearing of the 
group's presence in Turkey, set up @ trap for it in the Gevar plwins. Un- 
Q@ware of what the fate had in store for ther, the men continued their 
journey and walked into an ambush on 13 October 1977. All seven of the 
Talabanists and their two Shivenist guides were killed during the gunbattle. 
When the assailants untied the convoy's load, they found @ large amount of 
weapons and ammunition and also 1.35 million Syrian dinars. They twried 

the two Shivanists, took the arms and the money, and disapoeered. Gendarmes, 
arriving on the scene long after *'\.e battle, found seven ded bodies, includ- 
ing tye convoy leader 4oshnev's. The identity of the dead men could not be 
officially determined. The case was closed without any investigation. 


fussien Rockets 4idden in Mardin Caves 


Talabanists’ efforts to arm were not limited to procuring Klashnikovs, hand- 
guns and ammunition, they were also efter heavy arms. That is why, 447 Rus- 
Sian rockets were brought in. The rockets, hidden in caves in the vicinity 
of Mardin, provided Talabanists with @ striking force strong enough to knock 
out one-half of the tanks the Turkish ermy hed. 


Talabani had bases in Syria, why did he have to bring the rockets into Turkey? 
shat was he preparing to do with the Russien rockets? 


lockets are not the type of weapons a small guerrilla outfit or a lalabanist 
group could use in @ clash with the KDP. The rockets were for a target which 
had tanks. Those rockets serve as evidence thet Talabani was preparing for 
an operation on @ wider scéele which would be leunched after the Kurdish 
movement in Turkey, Ireq and Iran is taken under control. 


How were the rockets which, considering their quantity, could meet the needs 
of an army, slipped into Turkey? It would teke four or five trailer trucks, 
or 60 to 70 animals to move them. ow, by what route, and by whom were they 

brought in? So far, authorities have not offered any public explanation. 


The Soviet-made rockets were brought into Turkey ecross the Syrian border. 
Allegediy, 4 captain assigned to the border area was heavily bribed and he 
is said to have bought ea Ford Granade car with the money. 
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Military units, wnich were deployed at the Mardin area following Talabanist- 
Shivanist instigated incidents in Hakkari's Semdinli area, discovered the 
rockets in Mardin's caves after they were tipped about their presence. One 
of the officers in the group who made the discovery was the captain who had 
been bribed to turn his head the other way when the rockets were brought in. 
What is more bizarre about the whole episode is that this captain was praised 
for his part in the discovery. 


Disclosure of Shivanists' efforts to arm themselves is necessary to the iden- 
tification of the source of instigations in the east. 


[26 Jun 79, p 8] 


[Text | Shivanists learned @ valuable lesson from their experiences with 

the Talabanists., After the rockets episode, Shivanists almost immediately 
changed their tactics. fNecruiting fighters by passing out money and arms 
was dramatically scaled down, They even tried to retrieve the arms they had 
distributed. They did not have much success though, because the weapons were 
distrubuted over @ wide area. They could not find t'2 recipients, and the 
ones they found refused to return the weapons. They could retrieve only a 
small number of the guns and rifles. The last batch they collected--five 
Kalshnikovs--in the Uludere area were brought to Diyarbakir. That was some 
time before 1 May. 


Altered Their Tactics 


Having learned their lesson, Shivanists began to conduct their recruiting 
operations in a more systematic manner. They concentrated on the youth and 
intelligentsia circles. 


Shivanists Pursue Intelligentsia, Youths 


Young people of the east, rebellious against pressure, influenced by nation- 
aélist ideologies on one hand and revolutionary ideas on the other, have 
become the most active sector of the region. Shivanists selected the youth 
sector as their primary target. To build for themselves a power base in 

the youth sector, they anflamed fundamentally nationalist ideas in the 
youths, but at the same time, stirred them up with “socialism” and *"revo- 
lutionism.” They exploated their revolutionary yearnings. Soon, the RDCA 
became the fastest rising and the most popular group in the youth sector. 


Shivanists' other target was the intelligentsia. The ranks of the intelli- 
gentsie are very thin in the east and the primary interest of the eastern 
intelligentsia is politics. Shivanists moved close to teachers and govern- 
ment officials. The support they won among teachers helped them widen their 
circle among the youth. Meanwhile, they were putting their supporters in 
positions in state agencies. Through these people, they moved into the 
worker sector and labor unions where they propagated their ideas. In labor 
unions, they worked through «dministrators. They were also keen on gaining 
control of mass organizations. Jnce they took over a mass organization, 


37 





They used it as & propaganda vehicle. The power base they built in the 
youth and intelligentsia sectors was the major factor in their rapid growth, 
Shivanists, in @ very short span of time, became the biggest group in the 
east, surpassing 3211 others in influence, as well as size. 


Relations With Agas 


Relations with influential feudal powers were not ignored, but nurtured. Soon, 
many @gas and shieks, who had earlier either united behind the KDP, or re- 
mained sloof, gredu@lly shifted toward Shivanists. One of the major agas in 
Sirnak, for example, has begun to cooperate with them. Similer alliances 

are observed in other cities and counties also, 


Land agas in the east exhinit a totally feudal character. Their hold on 
the peasants is reminiscent of the Middle Ages. In some areas~--such as 
Diyarbakir, Mardin, Silopi, Cizre, Nusaybin, Kiziltepe and Urfa--an aga is 
@ large landowner, while in areas where there is scant land to own and the 
peasants are very poor, 3n agé@ is a despot. In the latter case, an aga's 
power source is the family and the feudal structure. The aga takes every- 
thing the peasant has or owns. “e is a parasite. An aga would fight with 
other aga@s, as well as the people, for the least significant advantage. A 
small dispute sometimes grows into a fierce battle and results in hostility 
between large groups of people, and all because of a couple of agas who 
want to protect their interests. The institution of aga in the east inti- 
midates and oppresses the people, but worse than that, it turns the people 
éy@inst each other. The situation is so bad in the east that you cannot 
find @ single person who does not have enemies. The groups in the east 
take advantéege of these disputes and feuds in their quest for power and 
influence. And agas, to protect their interests and wealth, help overtly 
or secretly these power-seeking groups, thereby adding to the potential 
danger the divisions of the people present. 


here is one other institution that the provocateurs in the east use to 
their advantage, it is the tribalism. Tribal and clannish relations are 
still very strong there. There are as many feuds and disputes among tribal 
leaders as there are among agas. Blood feuds almost never end. Shivanists, 
originally, had no influence at all among the tribes and the clans of the 
east. Lately, however, particularly in the Hakkari area, they have obtained 
the support of several tribes. 


Shivanists gain excess to the feudal powers of large landholders and tribal 
chieftains generally through the children of these people, 4 majority of 
whom are Shivanist. 





The Source of the Danger 


Through these avenues and methods, Shivanists rapidly expanded their sphere 
of influence in the east. The drive that began in 1978 has brought them 
today to the position of 4 very influential group in the east. However, 
the support they have among the region's people is limited to certain 
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social sectors, wsorkers, wh>te-color workers and small shopkeepers of over 
2% or 30 years of age, and peasants strongly resist Shivanist provocations. 
The group’s power in the reg:on stems from its hold on the youth and the 
intelligentsia--the region's politically active groups--their control over 
mass %Iryanizations, and the opportunities supplied to them by their support- 
ers in government offices. 





Shivanists are the most dangerous group in the east, but not because of the 
Support they enjoy in certain social sectors, They are dangerous because, 
among @ll the groups active in the east, they are the most zealous advocates 
of cooperation with the Soviet Union. Their propaganda is aimed at persuad- 
ing people to surrender their will to the Soviet Union. The 1978 Hakkari 
incidents demonstrated how easily the Soviets manipulate the Shivanists. 

fhe winds that the Soviets have stirred up in the east created the s.atcble 
climate for the Shivanists' rapid rise to @n influential position, and there 
lies the greatest danger. 


The youths and the intelligentsia who form the group's power base follow the 
Shivanists believing them to be “revolutionaries,” and are yet unaware of 

the Soviet qames being acted out in the east. Therefore, the people who 
constitute the Shivanis«s’ power base are also their most vulnerable elements. 


Latest Situations Shivanists Split 


Yeports of @ rift in the Shivanist ranks reached us 48 we were oreparing these 
articies. The crack that appeared in the upper strata of the group was soon 
observed among the rank and file also, At the present, tne entire organi- 
vation is in turmoil. Shivanist leaders have taken off to points east in 

an attempt to find supporters for their side. 


The controversy is not new, It has been going on since 1977, It centers on 
the question of what the group's attitude should be toward the pro-Moscow [CP 
and the FYA, In 1977, Shivanists were outspoken supporters of the Soviets. 

wever, while one group called for an alliance with the TCP and the PYA, 
ind) =o @nother cemanded a merger with the TCP, there was a third group which 
opposed both proposals and argued that the TCP was asociel chauvinist and an 
alliance with it was out of the question. The pro-iCP and pro-Soviet central 
yroup prevailed, but the controversy did not die out, the dissidents conti- 
nued tO speak out their mind, 


The pro-TCP group, having gained control of the organization, led it into an 
@lliance with the TCP. Soon, Shivanists and TCP members were appearing every 
where in each other's company. The situation angered the dissidents. 
Finally, the argument rose to a mew pitch. The opposition was led by a 
former administrative officer of the HDCA, The heated argument resulted in 

a split and then, in fights. As the dispute spread from tyne center (pre- 
sumably in Istanbul | to the provinces, fights and armed clashes among the 
factions, reportedly, increased in frequency. 








On 20 May, 4 meeting was “eld an Siverek between the Shivanist leaders who 
support the pro-Soviet TCF and the dissidents. The highlights of the 
meeting follows: 


1. The opposition criticize! the RDCA leadership for its position in favor 
of cooperation with the TCP and the PYA, The opposition said alliance with 
social ch@uvinist forces was out of the question, 


2. The opposition criticized the DCA's participation in the Havana 
meeting. 


3. The opposition chargec that ADCA leaders, in collusion with large land- 
holders, denied support to peasants in the struggle to obtain lend, The 
opposition further charged that the 8DCA did not have @ land program at all. 


4, The opposition accused the leaders of failing to discuss the developments 
in Iran. As @ consequence, they said, no position was taken in regards to 
the Iranian question. 


5. Finally, “There is sot @ single clearly defined program or policy,” the 
opposition said. “It is unciear what we support or reject. The DJEVHIMCI 
DEMOCRATIK GENCLIK DERGSISI prints a lot of pretentious words, but does 
little else." 


The discussion on these points failed to resolve the differences. The o,po- 
sition insisted a a4 vote ‘presumably, on those five points | and it was held. 
The RDCA administrators found themselves in the minority when the vote was 
counted. 


After the May meeting, the opposition went on its own and began to function 
independently. Shivanist leaders did not ease the pressure on the dissident 
group with hopes of avoiding @ splintering in the provinces. They dispatched 
their men to the provinces to prevent would-be dissidents from speaking out. 
These measures, though, instead of suppressing dissent fueled the antagonist- 
ic feelings among rival groups and fights erupted with increesing frequency. 
Shivanists were so busy fighting amcng themselves thet they did not have 

tame to attack other groups. 


Observers predict that the deys ahead will witness 4 fiercer and more wide- 
spreéd power struggle among the Shivanists. 
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of Jun 79, op Pj 
| lext Woaists 


Nume =: Apoists (Nutional Liberation Army; NLA) 
,;UKO in the original for Ulusal hKurtulus Uritusu | 


Urigin: formed by Abdullah Ucélan and friends following 
tneir break with the Ankara Nigher-tducation 
Association L AHEA | after 1974, 


Pro«Anocist and Apoist-controlled groups: ‘ione 
“If you print @ word about us, we'll kill each and every one of you.” 


The threat--something you would expect to hear from a bunch of gangsters-- 
was made by the members of 2 group known in the east as the “Apoists.” 

Any run-of-the-mill hand of gangsters would make a threat of this type, but 
not any bend of gangsters would commit the type of crimes Apoists are guilty 
of. They are the most dangerous and sinister among the groups in the east. 
They instigate s~archy by committing murder and robbery, oy firing on coffee- 
houses an’ by exec.iting anyone who dares to quit the group. Apoists also 
have the dubious +istinction .f being the most hated group in the east. 


The operations end ideas of this bend of murderers are so antisocial that 
the prospect of « description of them appeéring in print makes the group 
anxious enouch to issue 4 threat. 


A Man ‘iamed Aoo 


Apoists ere named efter the man who formed the group. it is @ name given to 
the group by the public. It goes to show that they are a buncn of scoun- 
drels without any political character whatsoever. 


Apoists calls themselves the National Liberation Army. Their communiques are 
signed “National Liberationists” or “Kurdish Revolutionaries.” Officials in 
the east say that efter 1974 the Apoists began preparations to form wu politic- 
al party, and in early 1979, adopted the name the “kurdistan Labor Party.” 


spoists emerged as @ group uncer Abdullah (Apo) Ocalan who is still their 
leader, Apo was in the administrative board of the “HEA formed after 1974, 
culen tried to gather around him the ANEA memoers from eastern provinces. 
is efforts strained his relations with the association's other administra- 
tors, and eventually, he was expelled from the AHEA, 


The ouster of Apo and his followers from the AHEA was the beginning of the 
Apoists  yroup which included Ali Hayder Kayten from Pulunar, a student in 
ing ‘litical Se ences Faculty; Maki Kerer from the Bleck Sea region, @ 
Student at tne Science Faculty of the Ankara University, who has since died 
under mysterious circumstences, and Kemal Pir, currently under arrest in 
Urfa, 
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Attacks After 1977 


Originally, nobody took the Apoists seriously. The mention of their 
name usu@lly evoked a snicker. There were only @ handful of them and the 
ideas t.ey defended made no sense. 


After the breakoff of relations with the AHEA, Apo toured the eastern pro- 
vinces which netted him a supporter here and a sympathizer there. These 
new Apoists includded Sahin Donmez, described as the responsible Apoist 
official in eastern Anatolia, who was recently arrested in Elazig; Hamili 
Yildirim, allegedly the responsible Apoist official in Elazig, and Metin 
Gungoze, a former TWPLA supporter who is described as one of the sinister 
characters in the group. 


Among these three new Apoists, Sahin Donmez was once a critic of Apo, whom 
he more then once referred to as Kurdistan's Turkes [ Alpaslan Turkes of the 
National Action Party |. His rapid transformation into a fiery Apoist is 4 
mystery. 


Apoists remained relatively quiet until 1977, but made up for those quiet 
times after 1977.Armed robberies end killings came in rapid fire. They fre- 
quently provoked clashes with other groups, and at one time worked as hit 
men in the service of large landholders and tribes. 


The sudden change in 1977 in Apoists' behavior is attributed to the ties the 
group established with some elements in the MIT and the Counterguerrilla. 
According to some sources, certain forces bent on stirring up trouble in the 
east could not have found any other group better suited to their purpose than 
the Apoists. Testimony by former Apoists to the effects that the group in- 
cludes MIT and Counterguerrille agents who, in fact, run the orgenization, 
lends creadance to the cherges. 


It is also said that Apo's wife Kesire from the town of Karakosan, whom he 
married in 1977, is the daughter of 4 man who is either an employee, or 4 
contact of the MIT. 


A Bunch of Good-for-Nothings 


A majority of the individuals in the group are unemployed, good-for-nothing 
lumpen elements. When an occasional employed or professional person joins 
them, Apsists force him to quit his job. Then, they inculcate in him the 
necessity of using violence and immediately put a gun in his hand. 


Apoists have @ large weapons arsenal et their disposal, most of their rifles 
ere Klashnikovs or Thompsons. Their attacks are carried out by 5- to 6-man 
teams who avoid using @ permanent base, but move from one town to another. 


Their activities are generally centered in the Urfa, Gaziantep, Elazig, 
Tunceli and Maras regions. 


43 





Apoists do not have 4 press organ, nor do they have 4 systemized set of 
ideas. Their propeganda accivity consists of playing Apo's taped messages. 
Communiques issued in the wake of a clash with a rival group, or efter 
they have killed someone, contain dis ointed passages expressing their views. 


Fueling Anarchy 
The Apoist view can be summarized es follows: 


The land where the Kurds are living is 8 colonized region. It was colonized 
by Turkish sovereign classes after 1945. 


People must orgenize ageinst Turkish colonists and set up an independent 
state. However, this goal cannot be attained without the Soviet Union's 
help. The Soviet Union's help is indispensible. Mao Zedong's “Three Worlds 
Theory” is “counterrevolutionary.” It is tentemount to “collaboration with 
U.S. imperislism.” 


In the struggle egainst Turkish colonists, the primary miseion is the elimi- 
nation of traitors. Officials and employees of state agencies in the ares 
where the Kurds are living are, without exception, colonists and treitors. 


Among the colonists, the social chauvinist and counterrevolutionary “Turkish 
left" is the primary target, and the first step should be the elimination of 
the traitors in that movement. The most despicable traitor is someone who 
leaves the Apoist ranks, rejects Apoist views. 


Armed Action Is Everything 


As for the Apoist policy of action, the basic principle there can be summar- 
ized in one sentence: “Armed action is everything.” They are totally egainst 
associations, parties and labor organizations. They never sit down and dis- 
cuss ideas. “We avoid gathering in coffeehouses for debates,” they say, 
"because the colonist state's police watches us 41] the time.” That's what 
they say, but what they do is e different metter. Their members hardly ever 
leave coffeehouses. 


Apo and the group's leading members inculcate in their men the idea of using 
simless, senseless violence. Young, unemployed and confused elements are 
inducted into the group and immedistely issued 4 weapon regardless of their 
ability to use it. The 4- to 5S-man teams they form remain prepared to strike 
at any given moment. 


The idea of using aimless violence appears very frequently in Apoist communi- 
ques. Sentences as “Lumoen individuels who attacked revolutionaries heve 
been punished,” and “The attack was interrupted and one of the attackers 

was killed at the scene of incident” eppear quite often. What they are really 
Saying is that they ambushed and killed the people who dared to oppose them, 
or that they fired on the rival group and killed one of their members. 
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Cut Out for ‘narchy 


Thear ideas, their definition of a traitor, their resolve to eliminate every- 
one they see @s 4 traitor, an especially the adoption of violence as the 
guiding principle of their operations give them the character of a gang 
rather than a political group. Furthermore, the relationship among the mem- 
bers of the gang gives them the cheracter of @ bend of marauders. They are 
the perfect instruments thet sinister forces would like to use to stir up 
turmoil in the east. The relations they have formed and the character of 
tneir leaders confirm thet they are, in fact, used by such sinister forces. 





"You're out, Turn in Your Gun’ 


There were four young men in the smell room. They seemed absorbed in a live- 
ly discussion. Everyone else in Elezig's low-income district of Fevzi Cakmak 
was @sleep at thet hour, but the four men did not seem to have sleep in their 
minds. ‘ours slipped by, they were still arguing. The one they called the 

Old Man repeated the decision for the other three. Looking straight at the 

one who was known as the Anarchist, “Tne center is not pleased with your work,” 
he said. “You ere not as active 4s you @re expected to be.” He told the 
Anarchist thet he was dismissed from his position and asked him to turn in 

nis weapons. Then, speaking to everyone in the room, he announced that the 
Jarkie was named the sew regional chief. 


what hed the Anarchist, who could not please the headquarters ei was there- 
fore being cismissed, done or failed to do? “e was involved in the killing 
of someone named Halil Jinc in Elezig. He was one of the men who raided the 
irrig@tion fecilities at Jingol, held the overseeer and the watchman hostage, 
nd robbed the construction supply depot. Ne had stolen dynemite, fuse and 
ignation material from a stone quarry at Elazig. ‘“e had robbed the Guven 
Hospitel, @ private clinic in Ankara, of 400,000 liras. Although these were 
only some of his feats, the heedquarters wes dissatisfied with him and did 
not think he hed been as active as he should have been. The headquarters 
was not being fastidious beceuse the Anarchist's activities are nothing com- 
pared to what others have done. It is indeed en active gang. Within @ span 
of 18 months, the Apoists killed over 10 people, wounded six, cerried out 
five ermed robberies and bombed more then 10 pleces. The Varkie who repleced 
The Anarchist hed @ far better record. “e had killed five people, including 
an li-yeser-old girl, wounded two, end had four ermed robberies to his credit. 


The anarchist was willing to step eside. 4e knew whet would haeppen to him if 
he resisted. tte also knew how his friends Celal Aydin, Bozan Aslan and Ali 
Yelacik had ended up. “e was, however, reluctant to turn in his two guns. 
Tre Old Man insisted. The argument heated up. 


The Geng Is Caught 
“hile the four men continuec to argue oblivious to their surroundings, secu- 


rity officers, «ho hed been tipped about the meeting in the house, were 
quietly taking up position sround the house. When they finelly burst in, 
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they found, and took into custody, Zeki Sudak, alias the Jld Man, Ilhan 
Yildirim, Ay*ekin ‘Tugluk end the Anarchist, ®ize Serikeye. 


In the early hours of the following morning, ecting on information supplied 
hy the four men taken into custody the night before, security sen raided 
another house emi this time took three people into custody. One wes ‘emili 
Yildirim, the Darkie, who had just been assigned the new regional chief. 
Along with Mamili, his wife Ayten Yildirim and another women, nemed Sakine 
Polet, were also placed into custody. 


lt was only the becinning of @ series of reids. “ine more followed, netting 
the security officials 22 Apoists in all, among thee Sahin Donmez, allegedly 
the @astern Anatolia chief. With the arrests came the revelation of @ long 
series of operstions the Apoists hed carried out. It all happened about 

@ month and a helf ago. 


¥ho Are the Apoists? 


If you were listening to the radio end television newscests on 21 June, 
yOu may recall an item sbout the capture of 22 people. It said, in effect, 
the Llezig, Meletya, Bingol end Tunceli Mertial Lew Command arrested 22 people 
who hed been involved in 12 murders, six woundings, five robberies and 10 
bombings in Elazig. “any may not have been aware of the existence of the 
National Liberation Army until they heard sbout it in the martiel lew 
command's communique. In the east, though, the gang's name was @ household 
word. They hed been around since 1977. They celled themselves UKO or Kur- 
disten Liberationists. After « series of killings, woundings, attecks, rob- 
beries and assassinations, the acronym UKO became 4 femiliar word among the 
people of ti« east. Actually, the people of the east geve the UKO (NLA! men 
another name, they called them Apoists. 


ho @re the Apoists? They sey they are revolutioneries. They think of them- 
selves as the real revolutioneries, and of ottore 4s traitors, agents, colla- 
yoretors with Turkish colonists, or soc’el cheauvinists. They believe they 
are the real Marxists, even Leninists. They cleim they #re waging an armed 
struggle. They s@y they are protecting the people of the east from colonists. 
They say they ere fighting to set up @ seperate Kurdish state. 


Murder in the Neme of the Revolution 


The Apoists claim to be fighting for "the revolution” and “to protact the 
people.” If you ask the people who have witnessed their actions, the Apoists 
ore @ bend of surderers. ‘he testimony of 22 Apoists arrested in Clazig 
disclosed « series of operations which provide insight into the character of 
these people. The operations cerried out by the Apoists in the Clazig eres 
in the pest 18 months are tne following: 


*In April 1979, during an armed clash with the People's Liberetion group in 
Tunceli, they killed an ll-year-old girl and wounded the principal of the 
Vocetional School. The operation was orgenized by Nemili Yildirim, the 
Clezig chief. 
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*On 17 July 1978, they spreyed « Dakery with bullets und «killed two people-- 
Celal Akkaya anc Mustafa Hase--and wounded two others--Fethi Gurcan end 
Pehmet Kaval. The operation was organized also by Hamili Yildiria. 


*In 1978, in Elazig, @n indiv.duel named Seneyi Tan wes killed by an Apoist, 
identified as Ali Hize Sozyel. 


"On 1° July 1978, elso in Elazig, Malil Dinc was killed by Rize Sarikeye, 
former Clazig chief of the Apoists, and Saim Dursun. 


*On 15 September 1978, Apoists and People's Liberationists, in @ joint opera- 
tion, ambushed and killed « man, identified as Mustafa Korkmaz. Another per- 
son, Yusuf Seri, was wounded during the incident. Apoists hed assigned 

lihnean Yildirim to cerry out the operation. 


*In April 1979, in an armed clash with the People's Liberationists, they 
killed Huseyin Sencer, a People's Liberetion member. 


*They were involved in numerous armed clashes with the People's Liberation 
group in Elazig and Tunceli. 


*On 5 July 1977, two Apoists--ltize Serikeya and Ali Gunduz--raided the irri- 
gation facilities at the Jingol dam site, disarmed the construction supervi- 
sor and a watchman, and robbed the supplies depot. 


*Riza Sarikeya teamed up with Hamili Yildirim and the two raided 4 stone 
querry near the village of Zafran in Elazig end stole five packs of dynamite. 


*The Riza Sarikaye-Hemili Yildirim duo teemed up with two other Apoists-- 
Kemal Coskun and Dileaver Yildirim--and robbed the Guven Hospitel, 4 privete 
clinic in Ankare, of 400,000 liras. 


*In 1979, two Apoists--Ali Sunduz and Zeki Budak--wounded @ watchman while 
attempting to rob @ stone quarry in the vicinity of Harput in Clazig. 


*Ali Gunduz and Hamili Yildirim made en unsuccessful attempt to rob the Agri- 
cultural Bank branch in Nazimiye in Tunceli. 


*In 1979, Apoists robbed the Monopolies Storage Depot in the Ovacik County 
of Tunceli. 


*In 1979, the Custodiel Storage House in the Maden County 
of EClezig was robbed by the Apoists. The perpetretors were Neamili Yildirim 
md Ali Gunduz. 


*Declaring that they are celebrating 1 May [Labor and Spring Holiday], they 
yombed five places in Elazig. 
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Those were only some of the oper@tions the Apoists carried cut in the Elezig 
and Tunmceli 4ree @lone. “hat about their operations in other provinces? 

We will talk shout them later in the course of this series. The list does not 
cover all the crimes they committed in the Elazig ares either. There was one 
particular incident,where trey killed one of their own after @ dispute, that 
stance out among others. it was @ murder committed with rarely perelleled 
barberity. 


(2h Jun 79, p 8) 


Text} A group of security men began to dig 6t the marked spot. ‘Soon, the 
head of a man, already in @ state of decomposition, could be seen in the hole 
they were digging. ‘hen the loose earth was removed, it beceme clear thet 

it was the body of 4 fully clothed young man. One of the most savcge murders 
committed by the Apoist gang was uncovered with the discovery of the young 
man's body. 


‘Shoot Anyone ho Forsakes the Cause’ 


The young man was Cela] Aydin who had joined the Apoists when he was attend- 
ing the Economics Faculty in Istanbul. He quit school and went to Malatya. 
He and Elif Kartel, @ nurse, rented a house under 4n assumed name. Celal 
Aydin carried out several operations in sccordance with the instructions 
relayed to him. He was soon named the chief of operetions in Malatya. He 
tried to recruit a force, but could find no more then 5 to 10 youths. Some 
time later, he quit the Apoist group and joined another, the Tekoshins. 


At the time of Celal Aydin's departure, the Apoist group was in turmoil. 

A number of youths, having joined the group in the belief that it wes 4@ revo- 
lutionary group, hed become disgusted with the type of activities the Apoists 
were c@rrying out and were lewving the group. 


Apo instilled in his followers @ deep distrust of anyone outside the group. 
They are the enemies, he told them, they ere “traitors,” “agents,” “social 
chauvinists.” To quit the group? That was the worst treachery because it 
meant “forsaking the cause." 


when defections from the group increased, Apo tightened his control over 
the men. Me called the defectors “agents,” “turncoats,” end swore revenge. 
Even intensified repression could not stop some from leaving the group. 
“eanwhile, there appeered in the group clear signs of an opposition to Apo. 
4e was not, however, about to put up with it. He issued en order, "Kill the 
traitors!" The Apoists pessed @ resolution to execute the def* ‘ors end 
the dissenters. There wos telk thet severel liste were drew 


How a ‘Treitor’ was Punished 
The first execution wes carried out at Antep. iwo Apoists, who had voiced 


opposition to Apo, were killed. Dozan Aslen and Ali Yaylecik were ambushed 
and shot to death by « team dispetched to Antep specifically for thet job. 
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ADO wented to follow up those surders with @ more impressive demonstration 

to put @ real scare in tne hearts of his followers. 4e ordered the exe- 
cution of Celal Aydir who had quit the Apoists to join the Tekoshins. Apo 
4isigred to the job Sahin Donmez, reportedly one of his key men in the east. 
Ali Gunduz and Aytekin Tugluk were selected to help Donmez. Apo Laid out a 
plan which, in terms of s@ agery, »4y have its match in the annals of “azi 
Germany. ‘te sent Aytekin Tugluk to Malatya. Tugluk, following Apo’s instruc- 
tions, brought Celal Aydin to Elazig, and then, to the Karakocan County under 
the pretext of taking hie to @ meeting. At Kerakocan, the other two Apoists 
joined them. Donmez told Aydin thet he was their prisoner. Then, they took 
Aydin to a farm. On the way to the farm, they hed Aydin cerry the pickexe 
and the spade which were to be used later to dig his grave. At the farm, 
Donmez informed Aydin thet the Apoist court had sentenced him to death. Me 
told him that he was found guilty of forming cliques, joining another group 
and turning his back to the cause. The punishment for such crimes was death. 
while Donmez was talking to the condemned man, Tugluk and Gunduz were digging 
the man's grave. fhe guns they were carrying end the digging thet was going 
on convinced Aydin that the Aposist were serious. “e osked for mercy and 
‘egged for another chance. Donmez ignored the pleas. Jesides, he said, he 
did not have the authority to change the sentence, he had to be executed. 


The three Apoists watched Aydin with an expressing approeching pleasure as 

he pleaded for his lite. iney ca@lied him 4 traitor and remarked that 
this was the fate awaiting 411 traitors. They brought Aydin to the edge of 

the hole they hed dug end made him kneel. Gunduz fired @ shot into the man's 
head, They did not bother with his clothes, but took his wristwetch before 
they kicked him into the orave and covered him with dirt. CLeter, they will 
tell ell tne other Apoists ebout the execution which, in fact, was @ demons- 
tration of utter bestiality, end brag that they had punished “another traitor." 


‘bout « month leter, the murder was uncovered with the capture of Sahin Donmez 
and otner Apoists. The information supplied by the captured men led the se- 
curity officiels tc the farm and to Celal Aydin's decomposed body. 


t was the letest in @ series of incidents attesting to the sinister cherec- 
ter of the men in the Apoist group. 


Some Matters Still Unclear 


The Apoiste who were captured in Elazig after the proclametion of martial law 
nad committed 12 murders. hey hed been involved in numerous incidents in 
which they ected as agente provoceteurs. The question that inevitably comes 
to sind is why they hed mot been errested earlier. 


Sahin Jonmez, the elleged rincleader, “emili Yildirim and Ali Gunduz pleyed 

a major role in many attecks in Tunceli. One of those attacks took place in 
YNetober 1977. At @ meeting in the TUS-DER [ALL Health Personnel Soliderity 
and Unaty Association |, Sehin Donmez ected as 4 spokesman of the Apoist 
group. A heated arqueent between the Apoists and the People's Liberationists 
followed the speech. ‘onmez walked out of the meeting, but soon returned with 
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three other Apoists, inclurins samili Yildirim and Ali Gunduz, the sen srrest- 

ed in Clazig. The third ore was Metin Gungore, another ringleader. Dunmez 

anc company attemsptec to raid the meeting, but people intervened and the 

reid was averted. The \poists didnot give up. They went out and sprayed 

the builrting with bullets from their eutomatic weapons. Ths incident took 

place in deyligit and in the center of the city. Donmez snd company subse- 

quently carried out  ~e@ny @ore attecks wend took part in countless robberies. 
hey were @lso the leading ectors in the Aptil 1979 clash thet lested ons 

full week. The Apoists anc the People's Liberationists went at each other 

in the center as well @s the outlying sectors of the town. That is when 
Namila Yildirim killed en lleyeser-old girl. Be that as it may, no one touch- 

ed therm until martiel law. After the declerstion of martiel law, officiels, 
for some unexplained reason, decided to act upon a tip and raided a “secret* 

meeting. The reid led to the arrest of 22 Apnists. There ere, however, still 

unclarified questions. 


The arrests were announced to the public 1 1/2 months after the Elazico raid 
took plece. The public disclieuvre was made in a regular 

statement [ presumably by the liartial Law Command | in @ matter-of-fact fashion, 
even though the @rrests «ere « ~ajor breakthrough. The strenge thing about 
the statement was thet it cid not identify the people under arrest. A state- 
went prepered earlier by the security administretion listing the nares 

of the arrested people and detailing the incidents leading up to the arrests 
was not cleered for release (again, presumably, by the Mertiel Law Command |. 
Permission wes Jenied @lso to the disclosure of the incident 45 4 news item. 
It as difficult to explain a1) thet secrecy as @ matter of security. 


Authorities claim that some of the people arrested in Claezig are the leaders 
of the group, but there sre several people from the higher levels of the 
orgenizetion who @re still in the area. These people were responsible for 

janizing the Apoists’ operetions from the beginning. One of them is Ali 
Size Kayten. He is from the Pulumer County of Tunceli and « student at the 
Political Sciences Faculty. kKayten was the original orgenizer of the Apoist 
group in Tunceli. We is known for his devotion to Apo end is said to be in 
close contact with him in thre east. 


Another key member of the Apoists is Metin Gungoze from the village of 
“aceri in Tunceli. “Sungoze wos in @ leadership position in the incicents 
thet pook place in full view of the public @nd no one hed any doubt about 
Gungoze’s role. Ne wes sever errested though. No one touched this ring- 
leeder.fech time he avoided the police, he hed a fantestic story to tell 
about how he got away. Kayten's and Gungoze's involvement in Apoist activi- 
ties wes never @ secret. It is impossible to assume that the authorities 
tid not know sbout these men who operated in front of their noses, and yet 
not @ single word was uttered by the officials about them, or their part in 
the numerous incidents in Elezig and Tunceli. Observers say they got the 
impression these people were being protected. They say, the investigation 
was dropped to avoid the disclosure of other incidents involving the Apoists. 
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Former Apoists and the dissidents within the group charge that the MIT and 
the Counterquerrilla people carry <« lot of weight in the administration of 
the Apoist group. These sources believe that the group's activities are, 

in fact, directed by the "IT and the Counterguerrilla. The group is crawling 
with egents provocateurs, they say. That is one of the reasons why, they 
add, they quit the group, or joinec the opposition. The secrecy tnat still 
surrounds the Elazig incidents lends creadance to these charges. 


[29 Jun 79, p 8) 


Text | A former Apoist--we'll call him H--related the following to a close 
friend of his: 


"we were organized into small groups. The key group was the ‘assasination 
team." These people were instructed to carry out raids, ambushes, and beat 
up, threaten, or kill their victims. There was also a team to hang up wall 
posters, distribute communiques and write slogans on the wells. There was 
one more group whose job was to collect money. They visited certain people 
periodically and extorted money from them.” 


This was related by @ young man who, for 4 period of time, took part in the 
Apoist operations in Urfa, He quit the group when he realized that what 
they were doirig had nothing to do with revolutionism. This young man, whom 
we call H, says he was threatened repeated..y after he left the group. He 
adds that life in Urfa became impossible, ne had to move away. He now lives 
in a large city. 


Urfa is an Apoist stronghold. Apo himself is from the Halfeti County of Urfa. 
That is why, the Apoists selected Urfa as the site of their first organiza- 
tional effort, They have been active in Hilvan and Ceylanpinar since 1977. 
They org@nized attacks and their assasination teams killed 4 number of people. 
They, finally, declared ‘‘ilvan “liberated zone."Anc yet, as it was in Elazig, 
in Urfa also no one touched the Apoists. 


suddenly the Suns Exploded 


It was 17 December 1978. An Apoist's brother told a friend in Ceylanpiner, 
"Don't leave the house tonight. A large shipment of guns arrived. Something 
is bound to happen." 


On the night of 18 December 1978, Kemal Ocalan, mayor of Ceylanpinar, visited 

a friend. Just as the mayor and his driver were stepping out from the friend's 
house, the guns explodec. The mayor threw himself on the ground and escaped 
the bullets, but his criver was not as fortunate, Celal Kilic, originally 

from Suruc, was badly wounded. The Apoist gang was on the move that night. 


People curried the bleeding driver to the mayor's official car, but the car's 
tires had been shot out. The Apoists had thought of every detail. Finally, 
another car was found to teke the wounded man to the hospital. It was too 
late, though, Celal Kilic, the driver, had already bled to death. 











The @ssasination attempt haopened at a turbulent time in Ceylanpinar. Worx- 
ers at the State Jreeding Farm had gone on strike to underscore their legi- 
timate demands. A large number of military units and tanks hed been deployed 
in Ceylanpiner. MIT agents were everywhere. A number of workers had been 
arrested, several homes and coffeehouses had been raided. A number of news- 
pepers, in an attempt to deceive the people, were presenting the strike as 

a first svep to a rebellion, At that point, the Apoists appeared on the 
scene. 


Reinforced with men imported from other counties and provinces, the Apoists 
unleashed a series of attacks, promising to turn Ceylanpiner into “another 
Hilvan.” 


Their first victim was Zahir Demir, a young man who was ambushed at night 

and wounded. On 15 December 1978, 3 number of strangers appeared on the 
streets of Ceylenpinar. The Apoists' mobile teams had checked in. The 
attacks began almost immediately. On 18 December 1978, armed Apoists attacked 
@ group of people in downtown Ceylanpinar. A climate of terror enveloped the 
town. Un the same day, at night, an attempt was made on the Ceylanpinar 
mayor's life. 


The m@yor was opposed to what the Apoists were planning to do in his town, 
Mayor Ucalan was a popular mayor and he was influential in the town. That 
is why, the Apoists chose him as their target. When the gang met on the 
night of 15 December, they planned to assasinate four men. They put Mayor 
Kemal Ucalan's name at the top of their list. 


The attempt on the mayor's life and the death of his driver created an angry 
public reaction. The Apoists immediately began 4 campaign to convince the 
gublic thet "the fascists shot Celal.” ‘io one believed them because there 
were no fascists in Ceylanpinar. In fact, their campaign to shift the blame 
elsewhere produced exectly the opposite effect and attracted the public's 
attention to the Apoists. As the people of Ceylanpiner were preparing to 
ship the slain driver's body to his hometown of Suruc, the Apoists attacked 
the funeral procession. 


The Truth About the Ceylanpinar Incident 


The assasinetion attempt was planned by two Apoists in Ceylenpinar. They 
were the leaders of the Apoist group in the area, One of them was originally 
from Nardin and was working for the town's municipal administration. ‘e was 
trying to recruit a force from among the ceople from Mardin. is method 
consisted of fueling the already e-isting friction among the Suruc, Mardin 

and Antep people living in Ceylanpinar. The Apoists were hoping to take over 
the municipal administration hy killing the mayor, and then, running Ceylan- 
piner as they pleased. ‘his man, who actually planned the attack, visited 
the mayor the day after the incident to inquire after his health. Ceylan- 
piner people describe this man @s 4 person with a dark past and say that 

they are sure he is working with the MIT, 
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The second Apoist who wes an on the preparation of the plan was a grocer. 
He was involved in numerous incidents in Ceylanpinar. This man was a Free- 
Jom toad member in 1975-76, but became an Apoist almost overnight. "“e was 
involved in gunrunning operations. The Ceylanpinar people believe he was 
working with the MIT. 


The town of Ceylanpinar knows that the gunmen who tried to kill their mayor 
were Apoists. Even the deputies from Urfa, commenting on the incidents, 
seid in Ankara that the attack was carried out by the Apoist gang. The 
attack occured a year ago, and yet the two Apoists are still free end roam- 
ing the streets of Ceylenpinar. The file on the Ceylanpinar incidents has 
been shelved. In the meanwhile, in Ceylanpinar, @ town within the borders 
of the tepublic of Turkey, 4 mayor is trying to do his duties under 4 cons- 
tant threat of death. 


The Kemal Pir Incident 


Another murder committed by the Apoists in Urfa is the killing of the Nation- 
@list Action Party county chief. An Apoist, identified as Kemal Pir, was 
arrested after the incident. ‘“e was still carrying the murder weapon. Pir 
admitted responsibility in a number of other crimes in his statement to the 
security officials. Pir was 4 key member of the Apoist group. He had work- 
ed in the group since 1974. ie was from the Black Sea region, but for some 
unknown reason he had joined the Apoists. He was a DEV-GENC | Revolutionary 
Youth Federation | sympathizer when he met Apo who, at that time, was looking 
for supporters in groups from Black Sea provinces. Kemal Pir and several 
more people from the Slack Sea region joined Apo's group. Pir's personality 
is described es unstable and aggressive. He participated in many Apoist 
operations after 1974, 4e was arrested for murder before the martial lew, 
but his case was treated as “an ordinary anarchic incident." 


‘30 June, 1 and 2 July installments are not translated. The installments in 
question relate the Apoists’ association with eastern tribes, the feud between 
the Apoists and the People's liberationists. ] 


3 Jul 79, p a] 


\Excerot | After the killing of Mahir Can*, the Apoists began to erm their 
supporters and fuel the antagonism toward the Liberationists ostensibly to 
avenge the death of their friend, but largely to keep the group together. 
In March, they sprayed a coffeehouse, wounding three people, one of them @ 
People's Liberationist, but two others innocent bystanders. Since the dec- 
laration of martial law, however, neither the Apoists nor the People's Li- 
berationists have been able to do anything. They can only seethe hy them- 
selves in their sevarate corners. 





L#An Avoist killed in Gole, a town in the province of Kars, during a clash 
4 

between the Apoists and the People's Liberationists. The incident is rela- 

ted in an untranslated section of 3 July installment. | 
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Many of the Idealists _memrers of the Nationalist iction Party-affiliated 
Iljealist Hearths | in Kars _oined the Apuoists after the Nationalist Front 
collapsed. f[hree of those Idealists took part in many Apoist operations, 
but hed to leave town in the face of 3 strong public reaction to those inci- 
dents. They are now in frzurum where they have joined the ranks of active 
NAP [Nation#list 4ction Party | militants. 


Meanwhile, the Apoists ere «working on creating friction between the Kurds on 
one side and the locel tribes and the 4zeris (short for Azerbai janis | on 

the other. The Apoist group in Kars, though, is in the process of disintegre- 
tion. The area people have grown weary of the frequent clashes between the 
Apoists and the People's Liberationists. That may be the major reason why 
the ranks of both groups are thinning. The People's Liberation group, for 
81l practical purposes, has disbanded. Incidents ceased with the proclena- 
tion of martial law, However, the area people believe that clashes wil) 
start again unless the gangs of both groups ere broken up. 


They Tortured Their Own Friend 


Another eastern province where the Apoists ere active is Agri. There were 
no Apoists in Agri until January 1975 when @ teacher from Agri, visiting 
Ankara, contacted Apo and Apo accompanied the teacher back to Dogu Beyazit, 
Agri. Apo toured Agri and Dogu Beyazit to recruit supporters among the 
youth, The fruits of his efforts were small Apoist groups that sprung up 
here and there. They were made up of adventurist youths who were in no way 
representatives of the area's people. These small groups remained inactive, 
nowever, until 1979, 


The Liberation Road group was more influential than the Apoists in Agri. 

In 1979, the Apoists went into action and committed their first murder. They 
ambushed and killed the leader of the Liberation Road. fight efter the inci- 
dent, they issued # communique--es the Apoists in other sreas do--and claim- 
ed responsibility in the murder. In April 1979, another prominent Liberation 
Road member was killed. The Apoists are said to heve a hend in it also. 
Again in April 1979, an incident tookplace which demonstrates the vicious 
cheracter of the Apoists. 


An Apoist assigned to "sa job” was apprehended by the police. The captured 
Apoist gave the police @ long statement, and some time later, he was released. 
Soon after his release, he was captured again, this time by the Apoists. 

ie was first questioned, and then, tortured, The interrogation took place 

in a house situated in a busy section of the town. People heard screams 

from the house and alerted the police. The police raided the house and took 

? to 6 people into custody. 


4 Jul 7, P a] 
Text} Kahramenmeras 'K.Maras], where clashes instigated by the NAP took 


the lives of hundreds of people, is enother province familiar with Apoist 
operations. 
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The K. Muras episode exposed the NAP's true charecter and the public reacted 
vehemently to the NAP's role in the incidents. When authorities began to 
pick up NAP supporters, the party looked for a way to stop the errests. 


That is when the Apoists went into action. They committed three murders in és 
many days in Adiyaman, Pazarcik anc Maras. The murders led to the proclame- 
tion of a curfew in Adiyamen and Pazarcik, thereby prepering the ground for 
the NAF to play the role of s victimized party and to protest the murder 

with a march. The Apoists were, in fact, helping the NAP members to evade 

the police by diverting the attention of authorities to other people who hac 
nothing to do with the incidents at K.Mares. 


Before we relate the incidents, we will take a look at the Apoists' activi- 
ties and associations in K. Maras. 


Despotic Papazler and Jands of Marauding Apoists 


The Apoists active in the K. Maras-Adiyaman region receive support from the 
despotic Papazlar family, who own large tracts of land in the area. 


The Papazler family's landholdings come to 20,000 donums. The family entered 
politics after 1975 and pleced a large number of their men in the government 
offices in Pazarcik and *, Maras. At one time, they had the RPP's countywide 
organization's chairmanship in Pazercik. Taking advantage of their position, 
they built up the RPP Youth Organization with no-good, lumpen elements. The 
struggle that the Pazarcik peasants were waging for land and freedom in 1975 
@larmei the Papazlar. They got behind the well-to-do peasants in each vil- 
lage and secured their loyalty and service to the family, and through them, 
they spread the word that the Papazlar family was revolutionary. 


Next, we see @ close alliance between the Papazlar ard the Apoists. The 
family and their lackeys campaigned for the Apoists, spreading Apoist propa- 
janda and urging people to join the group. “I am fighting against racial 
discrimination within the RPP,” clained the head of the family. The RPP's 
county organization was ~anned with Apcists. 


A Rifle Disappears 


Five Apoists were arrested in September 1975. They had hired a cab in Gazi- 

antep to bring them to Pazarcik. ‘uring the ride, they stopped the car near 

Bespinar, tied up the driver, who happened to be a man from Mardin, and left 

him in a ditch by the roadside. The Apoists were captured as they approeched 
Pazarcik. They were carrying two handguns and an automatic rifle. 


In the evening, several Papazlar members appeared at the police stetion and 
claimed that the jailed Apoists were their men. The handguns found on the 
Apoists were recorded in the arrest report, but there was no mention of the 
rifle, it simply disappeared. The arrested men, who were being sought for 

a murder in Urfa, were described in the records as “smugglers.” A gas station 
attendant who witnessed the arrest near Pazarcik, confirms that the men had 
an e@utomatic rifle. 
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The Flacg-)raped Donkey and Provocations 


Tr Apoists carried on with toeir divisive end provocative activities with 
the full backing of the powerful Papazlar family. They tried to divide the 
studert body of the Pazercik Lycee by declaring that the lycee was e “kurdish 
school” abd Turks were not allowed to attend it. In town, they tried to di- 
vide the townspeople by declaring one section of Pazarcik as “the Kurdish 
sector,” and enother es “the Turkish sector.” There were daily attacks on 
one thing or ancther. Their principal opponent wes e group which called it- 
self the fevolutionary Yeople's Road. 


The Apoists took their seperatist propaganda all the way to the villages of 
Pazarcik. In one of those villages, a ceremony was arranged one day by the 
peasants to mark the opening of their Village Development Cooperative. The 
governor |presumably,of Maras] was invited to attend the event. As the af- 
fair was about to get underway, the Apoists draped a Turkish flag over a 
donkey and loosed the animal among the crowd. Incensed peasants took the 
flag off the animal and sid it. 


In another incident last year, the Apoists grabbed the Turkish flag from 

@ child as the students of the village's primary school ,pecouneniy, the 

same Pazarcik village} were preparing to begin 23 April (The Children’s Holi- 
day] observations, The Apoists threw the flag on the ground and trampled 

it. They attacked the village teacher and the peasants who tried to stop 
them. The teacher and the peasants prepared a record of the incident to file 
formal charges, but the Apoists, saying they were sorry, pleaded with the 
peasants to drop the charges. 


After the Kahramanmeras Incidents 


Yuring the clashes in K, Mares, the Papazlar family took refuge in the homes 

of revolutionaries in the Karacay village of Pazarcik to avoid the NAP people's 
attacks. They were treated as quests of the village, but soon after the inci- 
dents, the Papazlar people turned against their hosts and accused the “pro- 
AYDIMLIK” people--as the "IA? had done--of instigating violence. 


“when clashes broke out in K. Maras, many people, fleeing the massacre, took 
refuge in the YSE [presumably the building of the Road, Water and Electrici- 
ty General Directorate]. The director of the YSE, Fevzi Onanc, wes instru- 
mental in the use of the facility es a refuge. Later, however, Onanc was 
taken into custody upon NAP people's baseless charges against him. The Pa- 
pazlar family joined the NAP members and made some more fabricated charges 
against Onanc. They said that the YSE director had sent them word by 

Nr Cetin Diker, ean avowed NAP supporter, asking for weapons. 


\fter the K. Maras incidents, the Papazlar family, in collusion with the NAP, 
heqan a campaign to nove the Alawi [Shiite Moslems in Turkey | and Kurdish 
citizens who had been attacked in Maras to Pazarcik and Narli. Promising 

to make the county of Pazarcik a province, they collected from them large 
amounts of money and urged a mess migration. The Apoists were by the side of 
the Papazlar throughout the K. Maras incidents. 
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The Apoist Operation To 'tescue the NAP, Three Murders 
? , 


In February, iehmet Barak, 3 lycee student, was taken into custody for reasons 
still unclear. MOuring his 15-day incarceration, 3arak was said to have “sung 
like abird.” It was learned that Darek, wo was from Adiyaman, hac been ins- 
tructe’ by the “IAP to infiltrate the Apoist group. The Apoists went into 
action as soon as Sarak wis released by authorities. They committed three 
eurders, one after the other. The ‘VAP and severel other sinister forces 

must have had an ulterior motive in planning these incidents. They must heve 
hoped to divert the attention of the security forces from the "AP to the 
people and the revolutionary groups of K. Maras, in order to avoid the detec- 
tion of the NAP's grave crimes in the K. Maras episode. The NAP and others 
could not have found 2 better ally than the Apoists to help them in their 
initietive. 


The Adiyaman Murder 


The chairman of the NAP's provincial organization in Adiyaman wes killed on 
10 March. The NAP organized 6 protest march in Adiyaman, but the climate in 
the town had become so tense that the governor's office refused a permit for 
the demonstration. Authorities declared a 3-day curfew in an effort to ease 
the tension. In the aftermath of the Kk. Maras incidents, playing the part 
of a victimized party was far better than anything the NAP could have hoped 
for. 


The Pazarcik “urder 


On 11 March, the Apoists went into ection in Pazarcik. During the night, 
severa) Apoists rang the doorbell of Yekta Aslan, assistent principal of the 
Pazarc.k Lycee. Aslan answered the bell and was killed instantly by 4 volley 
of shots from an automatic weapon. Aslan's wife wes wounded. 


Cnatrance and exit points of Pazarcik were blocked by authorities soon after 
‘he murder. An Apoist, named Ahmet Kilic, and two other men were captured. 
Yekta Aslan's wounded wife identified Kilic as one of the assailents. Kilic 
admitted involvement in the attack, descriiing his role as that of a lookout. 
Subsequently, six more Apoists were arrested. Meanwhile, NAP members, claim- 
ing the murdered assistart principal was one of their own, tried to stir up 
trouble in the county. 


Two guns were confiscatec as murder weapons. One was a 9mm handgun and the 
1ther an automatic rifle, equipped with e drum, The rifle had been given to 
the Apoists by the Papazlar. d@hen the Papazlar's connection to the incident 
and the Apoists became public knowledge, the family left Pazarcik and stayed 
in Geziantep for a period of time. 


The developments were reported to the RPP's general headquerters. The cen- 
tral body closed up the Pazercik county chapter. The Papazler family failed 
to get any of their members elected in the next county elections, but no 
further investigation was conducted into the family's ties with the Apoists. 
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The *. Mares Murder 


The day after the Pazarcik murder, thet is, on 12 “arch, several Apoists 
hailed the cart of @ lycee student, Atille Artir, and told him to take them 
to the pine grove above the Yurukselim district. shen they resched the 

area, the 4psists yrabbed the young man and tried to drag him into the grove. 
Artir resisted, anc| finally, »roke loose and ran. The Apoists ren after hin, 
ai] the while showering him with bullets. Artir was wounded and fell down. 
The Apoists went over to where he was lying and with @ 9mm gun shot him 

one more time through the mouth. 


Having taken care of the lycee student, the three Apoists ren back to Yuruk- 
selim. They were shouting, "We will kill the fascists, we will take revenge,” 
as they ran through the streets of Yurukselim. The Apoists, then, went to the 
Kerameras district. Many people who saw them there that evening thought they 
were acting suspicious. 


Passport Discovered at Murder Scene 


One incident related to the Artir murder is worth noting. One of the men 
who killed Artir dropped his passport at the murder scene. The man's name 
was Salman Koku. However, there were indications thet the passport was left 
on the scene intentionally, rather then eccidently. The night of the murder, 
Selman Koku left K. Maras and went to the village of Cokyasar. Soon as he 
reached the village, he began to inquire among his relatives if they had 
watched the news on the TV that night, and whether his passport wes found 
and his name mentioned. Koku later claimed that he had seen his pessport 
drop on the ground. 


The chief of security, in his statement, described the killing of Artir as 
an “ordinary police incident,” but martial lew cfficials were conducting an 
investigation of their own, Salman Koku, whose passport was found on the 
scene became the object of a widespread hunt. Cokyesar peasants finally 
found him and turned him over to authorities. 


After Koku's arrest, the weapons used by the Apoists in the murder were dis- 
covered. More than 30 people were taken into custady. They included 4 num- 
ber of Apoists, but also individuals whose association with Apoists consisted 
of a polite greeting in public. One of the Apoists in custody was Dervis Kan, 
chairman of the ®PP's central chapter in the county. 


‘Ise It a Crime To Kill Two fascists?’ 


Yurukselim people were enraged by the murder. Other pseudoleft groups re- 
meinec silent while the Apoists tried to pin the blame on the revolutionaries. 
Later, though, they acknowledged their responsibility in Artir's murder, but 
attempted to justify it by reminding people thet the NAP had killed several 
hundred people at K, Maras. “Is it a crime to kill two fascists?"they said. 
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In essence, the Apoists rendered an invaluable service to the NAP. The 
people who hed caused a bl odteth in K. Maras were given en opportunity to 
escepe attenticn. 


The Aborted Apoist Plot 


4 death list was found when the Apoists were arrested. After killing Atille 
Artir, they were planninc to use his cart for transportation in the execution 
of others on the death list. The names onthe list were revealed in our 
articles “The Truth About the Kahramanmeres Incidents.” The Apoists had it 
figured out. They will kill the people, and efterwerds, the NAP will charge 
that AYDINLIK published the names,and then, their people killed them. Thus, 
they reasoned, the "JAP 's role in the incidents ~i11 go undetected. 





People placed under custody efter Salman Koku' crest were subsequently re- 
leased, with the exception of 16 Apoists. The officiel announcerent sbout 
the murder was made on 4 April. There, the deteined Apoists were identified 
as TPL°.F | Turkish People's Liberation Party-Front] members. The pro-‘AP 
HERGUIN carried the announcenrert,also identifying the men as TPLP-F members. 
The pro-"A° police officers in K. “laras, nonetheless, knew that it wesn't so. 


The Latest Situation 


“ost of their men under arrest, the Apoist group is not helf as active as it 
used to be in K. Mares. The chief of the Apoists in the ares, Huseyin 
Engizek, was not arrested, either during or after the incidents. The martial 
law command is reportedly looking for him, but he has dropped out of sight. 
Fngizex is related to the Papazler family. A member of the family, Asef 
\ocdag, and another family member have reportedly asked the authorities to 
halt the search for Kocdag. 


The Apoists, meanwhile, are trying to move some of their men from Adiyemen 
and Gaziantep to Kk. Maras. They were quoted as saying that the fight will 
«tart as soon as the martial lew is lifted. The NAP is elso known to have 
threatened thet it will “eliminate the Alewis, to 4 man, «hen the mertiel 
law is over.” 

5 Jul 79, p e) 

‘Text! On 14 May, @ group of Apoists arrived at the Ismet Pasa Lycee in 
Saziantep and stationed themselves by the main door. When the school let out, 
they warned the students coming through the door, “We just killed someone. 

“is body is at the mosque. Watch out, there may be trouble.” 


Who was killed? Why was he killed? Whet did it have to do with the several 
hundred students leaving school to go home? If trouble was expected, whose 
fault is it? Who is exposing the students to violence? 


These and similar questions figured prominently in the discussions and 
thoughts of Gaziantep residents during the months of April and May thie yeer. 
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There was @ murder @ day in Gaziantep during that perioc. Shops were shot 
et, coffeehouses were sprayed, gunshots rang out in one section or another 
every single day. 


In April and May, the Apoists and the YAP commandos seemed to be trying to 
outdo each other. Everyday, either an Apoist Cr a commando would shoot 
someoxre, anyone. Stranger yrt, there were obvious similarities in the way 
they operated, so such sco that one got the impression they were teking 
turns on @ daily basis. 


Joth gangs were satisfied with their echievements. There were daily distur- 
bances, @nm air of terror had erveloped the city, people were afraid to go 
out, shopkeepers were too frigh «*>d to open their shops. 


This deadly one-upmanship took the life of 11 people who were not actively 
involved in either the Apoist gang or the commando units. 


Yow the Murders BSegen 


The killings started with the murder of Salih Sarlik, brother of the Woolen 
Textile Factory's owner. 


The Bearlik family, who own the textile plent, ere reputedly “AP supporters. 
They had recently dismissed some workers from the plant. The Apoists, self- 
@ppointed cefenders of ‘he dismissed workers’ rights, laid in wait near the 
plant, ambushed and killed Salih Derlik, a brother of the plant's owner 
Asim ‘larlik. 


Several people were taken into custody efter the incident, but reportedly 
they have nothing to do with the murder. 


The Kilim Factory eid 


The commandos took theirtime before retaliating. On 10 May, a croup of 
masked men entered « kilim [pileless carpet | workshop on the Bostanci Street 
of the Cabmak district, and firing their automatics indiscriminately, they 
shot everyone in the shop. Ismail Pehlivan, “uri Pehlivan ond Ali Alkurt 
died on the scene. Vakkas Kera died later in the hospitel. Three other 
people were wounded. Although four people, identified es Sait Erdogan, 

Malit Erdogan, Mehmet Ciftci and Bozan Ciftci, were captured, details of 

the incident, which shocked the town, were never ‘(iscoverec. 


Things went fron bed to worse after the kilim workshop incident. The two 
jangs went all out to surpass each other in the number of people they could 
ill. 


soists Strike Rack, Five Murders in Five Days 


eo da after the «ilim workshop murders, Abidin Atilgen was killed at Kersi- 
y ka by the Apoist geng. 








The following day, & worker employed on the Gaziantep campus of the Middle 
fast Technical University died under a volley of shots. 


Un the next day, 14 May, Yustefa Yigit, @ worker, became the next victia of 
the Apoists. it was after tne Yigit murder thet the Apoists showed up in 
front of the Ismet Pasa Lycee, announced that they killed someone and warned 
the students about possible violence. It was an attempt to get the hundreds 
of lycee students involved in the incidents as if the students were also a 
party to the surcers. 


The killings did not end there. The chief of management at the Woolen Tex- 
tiles factory and encther person, identified as Mehmet Gulu, lost their 
lives under Apoist fire on 16 May. 


NAP Commandos faid a Notions Shop 


On 16 May, the lest day of the Apoists’ murder spree, NAP commandos went in- 
to action. They reided @ notions shop. A man named Mehmet Ciledag wes 
killed, three others wounded. 


In the meanwhile, the Apoists had killed « former Apoist, for quitting the 
group and joining enother, the People's Liberation. Aslan was shot on 

30 April in the Kersiyake district. Three innocent bystenders wers wounded 
in the incident. 


Are ‘hey Directed From « Single Source? 


An atmosphere of terror shrouded Gazientep. People were uneasy, shopkeepers 
were reluctant to open their shops. These gangs, whether they celied thes- 
selves Apoists or commandos, acted as if they came out of the seme mold, es 
if whet they were doing was part of a master plen. The incidents created « 
strong impression thet these sister gengs were receiving their instructions 
from 4 common source. 


Murder of Ceylanpiner Mayor, 60,000-Lira Agreement 


Seydo Kehreman, former Mayor of Ceylenpinar, was killed by @ volley of gun- 
fire as he sat in his caer in the center of the town. Ne and two people with 
him died instantly. Members of the Kahreman family,who happened to be in 

the erea,fired on the assailants, killing one of them. The essailents picked 
up their dead friend anc fled in the direction of the Kesr village. A gendarme 
unit arrived on the scene about 15 to 20 minutes leter. 


The killers of Seydo Kehraman and his two friends were Apoists. The Apoists 
had been bre@gging of how they had liberated Hilven and Suruc and hed pro- 
mised to edd Ceylenpinar to the list of liberated towns. After Kehreman's 
murder, they prooudly @nnounced thet they indeed were responsible for the 
former mayor's death. 








Gendarme Commander's Vener 


An incident thet followed the former mayor's gurder makes this episode « 

very intriguing one indeed. People who were at the surder scene when the 
gendarme unit errived hearc the unit commander mutter, “The bums! Was thet 

what we @greed on?" Whet wes the sgreement thet the commender blurted out 

in anger? The Ceylenpiner people report that severe] days before the surder, 

@ group of Apoists visited the commender. They geve hie 60,000 liras,said they 
head 8&8 Communique and wented to dist:ibute it. They esked the comeender if 

he could please refrain from taking any ection. Obviously, the comsender 

did not know thet they were plenning to kill three people, insteed of distri- 
buting @ communique. By then, it wes too lete to do anything ebout it. 





There were other signs thet the Apoists were being protected in Ceylenpiner. 
It did not matter if they hed weapons on thes when they got errested, they 

were released within 15 to 20 days anyhow. When Mustefa Gezgor, an Apoist, 
wes @rrested, he hed with him @ Kleshnikov. “e wes released 15 deys leter. 


These were not isoleted incidents, they happened regulerly. In Ceylenpiner, 
people celled the genderme commander “the Apoist commander.” 


Apo Had Friends Rob Supermerkets, Ate the Best Food 


A revolutionary who worked with the Apoists for @ period of time and lived 

in close contact with Apo, but left the group efter he reelized thet the 
Apoists were @ bend of scoundrels, provided some insight into the personel ity 
and lifestyle of Apo and his key men. Following ere some excerpts from the 
former Apoist's testimony: 


"For the Apoist group, Apo is the unquestioneble leader for life. Anyone 
“ho expressed doubt sbout his embiguous views cen be sure to be labeled « 
treitor. People who opposed Apo were alweys isoleted end in some ceases 
condemned to death. In March 1976, when three Apoists oppoved him, Apo 
occupied the house these three people were renting end seinteining out of 
their own pockets end declered, ‘Our netionel liberetion struggle will con- 
tinue in this house. '* 


Supermarket Robberies 


"In privete life, Apo wes self-indulgent. “e used to send off young sesbers 
to supermerkets to steel food and beverages. “e did thet especially on week- 
ends and holideys. The most luxurious items in the loot went to Apo. No 

one elee could have the chocolete bers, jams, preserves, or the honey. Apo 
eleo commandeered the money his men received from their families. ‘he breek- 
fast alone thet Apo end his three or four key men hed cost 150 lires et the 
time.” 





Thought of Mimeelf es Lenin 


"Apo hed « superiority complex. He ueed to say that everything began with 
his. Once he remerked, ‘There ere two kinds of leaders. One stays et home 
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end pereonel.y leads the struggle. the cther steys abroad end leads the 
revolution. Ho (Hi Minh, for exemple. Lenin, for exemple. i ecm in the 
second cetegury.* 


"Apo, who thought of hissslf as Lenin, stayed in Ankere end directed the 
operetions from there. 





“He used to sey, **e can leunch the struggle whe: we find 500 men." He elusys 
went efter wremployed, aimless individvels. “e did not bother with people 
who did mot fall in thet cetegory. ‘We need you,” he would tell the students, 
‘leave the school, go to Kurdisten.’* 


In the past 8 deys, we releted severel of the operetions the Apoists conduct- 
ed in verious eastern provinces end counties. ‘he Apoists undoubtedly hed 
other @ctivities. However, the ones we described should suffice to show the 
group for whet it is--@ band of scoundrels. The berrege of Apoist thresets 
Girected #t our newspaper confirms the eccurecy of our di#gnosis of their 
cherecter. 


Mere is the picture thet everges from tf. rticles of the past week: An 
@reed clash thet erupte ower severe] stile chickens,* armed robberies, hit 
teases, lerge lendholders’ hired guns, « co tion of cities, death sentences, 
executions, surders and more murders. . . 





These bandits we call the Apoists put Alewis egeinst Sunnis, Kurds egainst 
Turks wherever they go; they derive their strength from large landholders 
end other @gas; they «ill not let anyone say « dispereging word about Russia, 
and they single-mindedly pursve one objective, to creete turmoil end terror 
an the east. 


Wheat the Apoists heave done are not the kind of things @ freewheeling student 
cen eccomplish with «# couple of friends. There are indications thet there 
ere other forces behind the Apoists. Certain forces, uneble to interfere 
directly to stir up trouble in the east, heve been, end are still using 

the Apoist geng to echieve their gosls. People of the east heve had enough 
of the Apoists, however. "hey ere teking @ stand against the gang. In 
Pazercik, the peasente hunted down an Apoist surder suspect end promptly 
turned him in to euthorities when they found him. The Apoist gang is in the 
process of breaking up. Many of their members heve reelized thet their 
leeders ere dangerous enemies of revolutionies, rether then revolutionery; 
and heving reached thet reslizetion, they ere dropping out of the group 
despite the deeth threats. There will be many sore defections from the gang. 


The Apoiete ere en obstruction to peece and unity in the eest. The people 
of the east want them erediceted. he people of the east ere not interested 
in the errest of basically innocent people who have been duped by Apo end 
his friends. They want to see 4 daring @seeult on the sinisters forces 
which orotect Apo end the like. 





|*The incident ie releted an AYDINLIK of 2 July which is not translated. | 
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Our @8in concern was the desperately 


Im the preperation of these articles, 
es 


needed peace end unity o” che east--the so-called “sensitive sree.* 
believe the Apoists to be 2 mejor obstecle in the path of peece end unity. 


we ere not plenning to leave them alone. 


64 











[6 Jul 79, p 8! 
|Excerpt! The Freedom Road (Roja Welat) 
Name : Freedom Road 


Oragin: Formed after 1974 by a number of former [LP 
members and RDCA dissidents. 


Pro-Freedom Road Press Organs: 
OZGURLUK YOLU [Freedom Roadj, monthly, outlawed. 
ROJA WELAT [ The National Sun], fortnightly, outlawed. 


Pro-F reedom Road Associetions: 


Revolutionary People's Cultural Associations [RPCA | 


The Freedom Road |FR]| group takes its name from the periodicel it publishes. 
Among @1l the groups in the east, the FR ranks next to the Shivanists as the 
most zealous in adherence <o the Moscow line. 


Its publications are filled with accounts of how Moscow liberetes oppressed 
nations. It claims that the Kurdish liberation cen be realized only with 
the help of the East European nations and the Soviet Union, which the FR 
calls the socialist system. 


The FR's loyalty to the Soviet line is total and enduring, but its relations 
with other pro-Moscow groups in Turkey have not been es consistent. It ori- 
ginally had good relations with the TLP, but later things cooled down bet- 
ween the two, the FR cultivated close ties with the TCP. Those cordial ties 
did not last either. Some time ago, after « series of charges and counter- 
charges, they broke up and the FR moved closer to the TSWP (Turkish Sociel- 
ist Workers Party). 


Recent developments in the Kurdish areas of Ireq, reorganization of the KDP 
under the name of the Provisional Committee and the increased activities 

of Talabani's Kurdistan Patriotic Union caught the FR's eye. It gave full 
support to Talabani, specifically to the staunchly pro-Moscow “Kurdistan 
Marxist Leninist Organization" in Talabeni's KPU. During that period, the 
FR was a hersh critic of the KDP. Later, however, it toned down ite critic- 
ism. Citing the KDP's emphasis of solidarity with the Soviet Union in its 
new position paper, “The New Strategy,” the FR mused that the KDP was not 
after all overly reactionary and telked of joining forces with the party. 


The FR, generally speaking, is not a very influential group in the east. 
Its persistent defense of the Soviet Union's revisionist attitudes and its 
atteck on revolutionary ideas are its prominent cherecteristics. 
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Emercence 


The monthly periodical OZGURLUK YOLU began publication in 1975. A number of 
people who nad been members of the TLP prior to 1971, and several youths from 
the ROCA, who subsequently will break away from the association, flocked to 
the periodical. Two of the writers in the periodical, Kemal Burkay and Ihsan 
Aksoy, were former TLP members. Kemal Burkay ran (for the senate in 
Tunceli as an independen. candidate in the 1975 senate elections. The TP, 
which was boycotting the elections, took issue with Burkey’s candidacy. 
Burkey, then, resigned from the party. 


In September 1977, another periodical, defending the OZGURLUK YOLU line, 
began to publish. It was the fortnightly ROJA WELAT. With the appearance 
of the ROJA WELAT, RPCA branches begen to spring up in various eastern pro- 
vinces and counties. Supporters of the OZGURLUK YOLU gathered under the 
roof of these associaticns. 


The FR is not very strong in the east. Its supporters and sympethizers ére 
generally in the youth ano intelligentsia circles of Bingol, Diyarbakir end 
Van. FR supporters also carry some weight in the TOB-DER where they conduct 
activities under the name of the FR Group. The group supported the current 
administration [presumably the national government] in the latest elections. 


The independent candidate Mehdi Zana's election as the mayor of Diyarbakir 
g@ve FR supporters some leverage in the Diyerbakir municipal administration. 
The ROJA WELAT wrote that the bread shortage caused by the strike of the 
bakery workers in Diyarbekir was eased with the help of RPCA youths. Later, 
a dispute over the use of the municipal government's facilities led to a 
division in the FR group. 


Supports the Colonial Theory 


As most other groups in the east, the FR aleo believes Turkey is @ capital- 
ist country, and claims that the erea where the Kurds live has been colon- 
ized by Turkey. 


OZGURLUK YOLU No 23 published an article by a Celal Aladeg expounding this 
specific point. Following are highlights of the article which was entitled, 
"Why Kurdistan Remained Undeveloped?" 


"No services were extended to the east during the Republic Ere, nor was there 
an effort to develop the region. Instead, the region's economic resources 
were exploited. Similar practices are seen in Iran and Iraq. As capitaliem 
developed in those three countries, the feudal structure in Kurdistan beceme 
more deeply entrenched. The chasm between Kurdistan with #11 itn aspects 

and the reat of the nation deepened in al) the three countries. Kurdisten 
became an object of exploitation for the sovereign national bourgeoisie, 

as wel) as imperialism," 
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The article goes on to chargs that, with the coming of the multiple-party 
system, the Kurdish feudal forces compromised with the colonist government 
and, then, it says, Kurdish feudalists entered into a process of becoming 
bourgeois. Feudal elements completely broke sway from the national move- 
ment lof the Kurds? |, and developed, along with the commercial bourgeoisie, 
into @ collaborationist and an adversary. 


In the FR's view, the Kurdish bourgeoisie is collaborationist; it lacks the 
strength to become national or patriotic, only the Kurdish petty bourgeoisie 
can extensively participate in the national movement. 


Loyal Soviet Defender 


Tne FR's publications are replete with the defense of the Soviet Union and 
its revisionist theses. These publications always eulogize the Soviet 
Union's efforts to lead national minorities to freedom and well-being. 


The FR joins the TCP, TLP and TSIP in giving full support to Soviet stances 

on the world situation, peace, detente and disarmament. “A worlwide detente 

is emerging,” the FR says. “The international socialist system,” the Soviet 
Union in particular, is progressing rapidly, and because of this rapid prog- 
ress, it is able to extend more effective aid to national liberation struggles. 


A Movement Independent of the Soviets Cannot Be Revolutionary 


To oppose the Soviet Union is anti-Sovietism, the FR says. Animosity toward 
the Soviet Union leads national movements away from revolutionary precepts. 


This is the criterion for revolutionism. A national movement is revolution- 
ary insofar as it builds solidarity with the Soviet Union; in simpler terms, 
insofar as it is dependent on the Soviets. Under this definition, the mer- 
cenaries, known as the Katangenese gendarmes who, under Soviet instigation, 
attacked Zaire, are full-fledged revolutionary forces. 


Castro Is ‘Determined Internationalist’ 


Dependence on the Soviets as the norm of revolutionism in national libere- 
tion movements, and the Soviet Union is the guardian angel of national libe- 
ration movements. On this premise, it is only naturel that Cube, which 
sends its soldiers anywhere the Soviet goal of hegemony requires and inter- 
venes in @ny country the Soviets select, is indeed worthy of praise. 


Castro, whose soldiers in Ethiopie carried out attacks on Eritreans waging 
@ national liberation struggle, is “the Soviet Union's “resolute friend,"en 
"uncompromising internationalist and a determined supporter of nationel 
liberation movements." 


Archenemies: China and Mao 


In its publications, the F® attacks the People's Hepublic of China and Mao's 
ideas as frequently as it preises the Soviet Union. The FR calls the 
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Chinese Communist Party counterrevolutionary and claims that China is not 4 
socialist country. The FR's criticism is directed particularly set Mao 
Zedong's Three Worlds Tneory and the Chinese Comeunist Party's assertion 
that national liberation movements must rely on their own strength. 


The FR charges that China tries to show the Soviet Union as ean imperielist 
@ggressor and an enemy of nations] liberation movements. [hat is why, the 

FR reasons, Chine hes advanced the theory thet there is a third world egsinst 
the two superpowers, or @ world front ageinst the two superpowers. It further 
claims that China, with its slogan of reliance on one's own strength, is 
hoping to asolate national liberation movements from their true friends. 


Advice to Albanie 


The FR agrees with Albania in its criticism of China. Besides, the FR adds, 
that is what we heve been saying for years. OZGURLUK YOLU, the periodical, 
devotes pages to Albania's attacks on China and eppleuds Tirana for having 
seen the light. Meanwhile, it gives Albania the following intriguing 
advice: 


"The best thing for the Albanian people would be te develop good reletions 
and expand the economic ties with socialist countries (here, the FR means 
relations with the Soviet Union and its satellites). In a country es small 
as Albania, success in efforts to build socialism depends on thet.” 


Watching out for Soviet Interests 


To sum up, the FR's views make it one of the two staunchly pro-Soviet groups 
in the east. It fans the flemes of seperetism by calling on the Kurds to 
stand up against colonialism.It lends support to the Soviet Union's subver- 
Sive activities in the east by arguing that the Kurdish seperetist movement 
must have the support of the Soviets. 


.7 Jul 79, p 8] 


| Text | In May and June of last year, sbout 800 Talabenists entered lurkey 
through Semdinii. It will be remembered thet Talabanists reided and looted 
villages and there were clashes when the area pessants and the KDP people 
rose up to stop them. The Telabanist force was finally routed. The govern- 
ment, meanwhile, said nothing, did nothing. 


The FR group closely monitored the developments. In fact, it had been fol- 
lowing the events ail the way from the beginning. It was hershly critical 
of the KDP for its long-time support of Talabeni, but it kept quiet as long 
as the developments followed a favorable line. Nonetheless, Telabani's 
collaboration with the Shivanists in Turkey did not sit well with the FR, 


When our newspaper reported that the Talabani force hed infiltrated into 
Turkey and had been involved in clashes, the FR criticized us, charging 
us of trying to stir up trouble. It wasn't until early August, 2 months 
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after the incidents, that the FR publicly took @ stand on the issue. The 
F's views were spelled out initially in ROJA WELAT No 6&6, in an article 
with the heading, “The Causes of the Clash in Iraqi Kurdistan,” and then, 
in the ROJA WELAT No 9 of 10 September, in an article entitled, “Release 
Ali Askneri and His Friends." 


KDP May Become P ro-Moscow 


The FR accuses [ presumably in the said articles] the KDP Provisional Commit- 
tee of surrendering the strings of the Kurdish people's liberation struggle 
to imperialism and to the Iranian reactionism, thereby preparing the setting 
for the 1975 defeat. It says there sre many indications that the KDP Pro- 
visional Committee is in collusion with the most reactionary forces in the 
@rea, with Kurdish feudalist and the MIT, 


The F8, nonetheless, disagrees with the Shivanist view that the Provisional 
Committee should not be considered one of the patriotic forces. The FR 
sees the KDP as a significant force made up of two factions, a"reactionery” 
leadership and a “progressive” opposition. And as an evidence to the exist- 
ence of these two factions, it calls attention to the paper, “The New Strae- 
tegy,” 4 sort of self-criticism, issued by the KDP. The FR points out that 
the paper frequently talks of solidarity with the Soviet Union and East 
European nations, and predicts this trend will become even stronger. 


what it all means is that the FR believes the KDP in time will opt for soli- 
darity with the Soviets. Therefore, it reasons, the stand vis-@-vis the 
KDP should not be harsh, it is after all a party that can be won over. The 
FR uses “dependence on the Soviets" es the yardstick of progressiveness. 


Full Support for Talabani 


The FR has given ite full support from the beginning to pro-Moscow trouble- 
maker Talabani and his KPU. The FR is particularly supportive of the Kurd- 
istan Marxist Leninist Organization in the KPU, 


‘Shivenists Misled Taleveni' 


The FR severely criticizes the Snivenists, without mentioning them by name, 
for their role in lalabani's defeat at Semdinli. 


It will be remembered that the Shivanists intentionally gave Talabenists 
inflated essesements of their strength and readiness in order to obtain 

large amounts of arms. They also told Talabani that his forces can go through 
Turkey without @ hitch. 


The FR holds the Shivenists responsibie for the escalation of hostilities 
between the KUP and the Telabani forces. It accuses the Shivenist of urging 
Talabani to attack the ADP. It further accuses the Shivenist group of in- 
terfering into the affairs of the forces in the Iraqi Kurdistan, of misleeding 
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Talabani by giving him exeggerated accounts of the Shivanist strength, and 
of keeping mone of the worijs they had given. The FR concludes that the 
shivenists are following en adventurist line. 


The FR takes issue with the Shivanists' refusal to recognize the KDP as a 
patriotic force. The FR cleims that the Shivenist attitude stems from an 
Old bloodfeud, rether then from 6 serious concern; besides, it says, the 
Shiveniste nave elways oeen anti-Sarzani and anti-KDP., You will recall thet 
Sait Kirmizitoprek, slies Shivan, whose name the group edopted, was killed 
by Barzani after 1971. 


‘we Do Not Want To Talk’ 


The ROJA WELAT article where the FR eccuses the Shivenist for doublecrossing 
Talabani elso has the following passage: 


"Lverything that heppened is public knowledge by now, and we hope our reeders 
will forgive us for not discussing the events in their detsil. we feel 

® revolutionary responsibility in this matter and we do not want to give an 
excuse to the people in question to meke @ scene." 


The way we interpret this pessage is thet the FR has knowledge of certein 
unknown aspects of the Shivenist-lTalabeni relationship, but it is reluctant 
to revesl whet it knows. If some espects of this relationship é@re 4gainst 
our people's interests, then,why is the FR insisting on keeping them 4 sec- 
ret? The FR's attitude on this matter gives rise to mistrust sbout its 
approach to the Shivenist-Talabani association. 


A desire to get in the good graces of Talebani eppears to be the reel reason 
for the FR-Shivanist argument. Seeing that the FR does not have much strength, 
Talabeni tilted towards the Shivenists and esteblished relations with them. 
sehen Telabani forces entered Turkey, FR supporters hed to contend themselves 
with their role of mere observers of the goings-on.Essentially, the staunch- 
ly pro-Soviet FR has en ulterior motive in its criticio of the Shivenists, 

and that is to show Talabeni thet the FR is @ true friend and to move to 
centerstage in the relations with Talabani. Meanwhile, the FR proposes that 
the KDP and Talebeni agree on the question of reliance on the Soviets and 
unite. 


Other Kurdish Currents 


The FR claims to be the representative of the right road in the east, and 
downgrades the significance of other groups which, it charges, protects the 
interests of the Kurdish bourgeoisie and large landholders. The FR says 
there ara only these two lines in the Kurdish national movement, and these 
two lines are locked in 4 struggle with each other. 


Dispute Wath TCP 


Why doesn't the FR, which gives full support to 411 Soviet views, merge with 
the pro-Moscow TCP, despite the letter's calls for unity? 
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The gist of the ergument between the FR and the TCP is the single organiza- 
tion issue. The FR says treat the ICP does not support principled asellience 
end sclidarity and looks et the Kurdish question as 6 matter of ethnic 
minority. The TCP insists on uniting in @ single organization, but the 

FR believes the conditions are not suiteble to @ merger within @ single 
organization. 


In addition to the arqument on these pointe, the FR and the ICP recently 
entered into @ polemic in the peges of their respective press organs. it is 
said thet the FR's stend in tne TOB-DER, where it supported the pro-TSWP and 
opposed the pro-ICP? elements, was a factor in the recent polemic. There sre 
also reports thet FR leaders sat down with TCP people to negotiate @ dis- 
tribution of power, but the FR failed to have the TCP concede to what it 
really wanted. That, reportedly, was slso 6 factor in the bitter polemic. 


Commenting on this matter, Ahmet Saydan, @ member of the TCP Politburo, said 
there were reports that certein people in the Freedom Road group were pre- 
pering to form pseudocommunist parties and that these parties would be 
serving imperielism, 


More Attacks Directed at TwPP 


UEV-GENC | Revolutionary Youth Federation |, Liberation end several other move- 
ments 4re “geuchist,” according to the FR. They are not revolutionery, the 
FR says, and consequently, 4 werger of forces with them is out of the 
question. 


The FR, nonetheless, saves ite hershest criticism for our newspeper end for 
the TwPP | Turkish Worker-Peasant Party]. The subversive activities of the 
pro-Moscow groups in the east ere, in the FR's words, “The Kurdish people's 
struggle for freedom,” and our newspaper's disclosure of the facts about 
those activities is, @lso in the words of the FR, “an attack on the struggle 
for freedom." The FR claims that our newspaper is misrepresenting the fects 
when it telks of the Kurcish issue or the rights of the Kurds. Our newspe- 
per's exposure of the Soviet Union's reel intentions angers the FR which 
accuses us of fabricating beseless reports about the Soviets. As to our 
exposure of U.S. imperialism, the FR says we are doing it “to hide” our 

true face. 


The FR was mot pleased et all ebout the protest aimed et the visit of the 
Soviet ships. The article in OZGURLUK YOLU also claimed that “the friction 
between Turkey end Greece on account of the Cyprus and Aegean issues is 
driving the Turkish bourgeoisie into reletionships with socialist netions.” 
‘he FR concedes that the dispute with Greece pleys into the hands of the 
Soviet Union. The article an question follows en anti-Greek line. 








Partition of the bioup 


A raft appeared in the FR early this year. The disagreement among the 
members over the use of the Diyarbakir municipal sdministretion's facilities 
developed into @ serious controversy, which eventually divided the group in- 
to two factions. Une was the heedquerters group--the centrel group, @s the 
FR people refer to it, and the other was the dissident group. The centrel 
group is besed in vJiyerbakir, the dissidents in Agri. 


what the disegreement was sbout and whet the views upheld by either side 
were are not clear. 
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i\8 Jul 79, o a 
[Text | izgeri (Komal) 


In letenbul last March, Murse. Delen, manager of the Van Student Hostel | hos- 
tel for students from the province of Van}, wes killed. In the days follow- 
ing the Delen incident, 4 number of comsuniques were distributed. Although 
they were 411 signed "Rizgari Supporters,” they were issved by two rival 
groups, which charged each other with “secterienism” and “provocetions.* 


The Hizoeri | Liberation | group hed only recently sepereted into two factions. 
The fierce dispute between the two fections led to the Delen incident. 


Not Influentiel 


The Rizgeri group derives its neme from the periodical 81ZGARI which has been 
@peering since 21 March 1976. It conteins articles both in Turkish end 
Kurdish. ‘he group of people who support the idees expounded by the perio- 
dical--that is, the “izoeri group--used to be TLP members before 12 March. 
They quit the TLP and joined the Revolutionary Cestern Culturel Heerths 
RECHT which, you m@y recall, was founded in 1969 by @ number of revolution- 
ries from eastern provirces who were once [LP members. 


After i974, the Rizgeri group moved to the Mevolutionary Democratic Culturel 
Associations LRDCA |, but ferled to exert eny influence among the membership. 
fane@lly, when they could not agree with other eastern groups on 4 joint 
formation of @ "ass orgenization, the Rizgeri people left the RDCA to forse 
en association of their own. They formed the Anticolonielist Democratic 
Cultural Association--AS)-DER, for short--aend leter opened severel brenches 
in various provinces in the east. The goal of the sessocistion was to argen- 
ize Kurdish youths end to help the Kurdish people in their “enticolonislist® 
national democratic struggle. 


The Rizgeri group is also known as the Komelists. it comes from the neme of 
@ publishing house--the Komal--which adheres to the line followed by the 
periodical RIZGARI, 


The Rizgar. group hes been ective since 1974, but they have scent influence 
in the east. Ubservers sey the Rizgeris either follow @ middle-of-the-roed 
line in many besic issues, or do not teke @ stend st ell, and that may be 
the reason for their very iiamited influence. 


RIZGARI Advocates Colonial Theory 


According to the RIZGARI, Turkey is not 4 semicoloniel, semifeudal country, 
but "@ capitelist country depenient on imperialism." The Kurdish ereas of 
Turkey have beer colonized by the Turkieh sovereign clesses. The Turkish 
state is colonislist, so are the Iranian, Ireqi and Syrian stetes. The 
Kurdish areas of those countries are the colonies of the respective state. 
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‘An International Colony’ 


What cistanguishec the Rizgaris from all other eestern groups advoceting the 
coloniel theory is thet the Kizgeris believe Kurdistan is “an internetione! 
coleny.* 


ihe Kurds were pert of the state structure in the Ottoman Era, they say, but 
they enjoyed autonomy on their lend. Nowever, the Kurds gredu@lly lost their 
Privileged stetus efter the imperialist colonieslist state was established. 
Imperie#lists apportioned Kurdistan among thempelves because the Kurdish lands 
in the Middle Cast contained rich underground resources, primerily oil. 


Theat is why, the Rizgeris say, Kurdisten is “an internatione] colony.” The 
periodicel refere to the Kurdish problem as “the key issue of the revolutin- 
ary atruggle in the Middle Cest.* 


‘Leusanne is an lmperielist Treaty’ 


According to the RIZGAR1, tne Turkish Nationel Liberation War was # furkish- 
oreek bettle and @ continuation of the wer emong imperislists to apportion 
the land among thewselves. ‘ne Turkish Nationel Liberetion Wer, the RIZGARI 
claims, wes prolonged by Britein in order to solve its imperielist problems. 
Oppressed nations went «et each other's throat in thet wer, the periodical 
seys. The Kemelists, it continues, projecting en enti-imperialist image, 
@dopted @s 4 principle reeching 6n sgreement with imperialists uncer sore 
favorable conditions. 


The RI7GA8l observes that the Kurds who took pert in the liberetion wer «ere 
feudel reactionaries. 


The Leusanne Treaty is en imperielist pect, according to the RIZGARI., Under 
the treaty, it seys, Kurdisten became the colony of four countries. 


The Target: Turkish Colonialism and institutions 


Capitelist reletions, the SIZGAR! writes, ere advencing towards the esteblish- 
ment of # hegemony in the Kurdish sector. The periodical refers to the part 
of lurkey where Kurds live as the northern Kurdisten end declares thet the 
in@uguretion of an “enticolonialist, enti-imperielist and antifeudel revolu- 
tion ere” is on the egende. 


The major dispute, the R'ZGAR] says, is between Turkish colonists end their 
colleboretors in Kurdisten on one side and the Kurdish people on the other. 
The target in thet struggle, the periodicel continues, is Turkish coloniei- 
iss end ite inetitutions. 


To sum up, the RIZGAR] advocetes @ separstist policy in the eest. 
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indepencent Political Orgenization 


Tne SIZGA31] proposes the establishment of 4 independent politicel orgenize- 
tion by Kurdish revolutioneries. Only through such en orgenizetion, the 
periodical says, will the struggle be able to dewelop in the proper direction. 





The first advocate of socielist adeses in the east wes the RICH, according to 
the periodicel. Ail the Kurdish movements which periodically developed 
during and efter the Ottorwen Ere were essentially “progressive and democratic.” 


U.S., EEC and Japanese lmperialia= 


The RIZGARI says in the post World Wer Il ere, the United Stetes emerged 4s 
the major representative of the imperialist system and the United Stetes re- 
mains in that position even now. The United Stetes, which disguised the EEC 
in @ lamb's clothing, hes en impressive silitery end technological power. The 
EEC, U.S. and Japenese imperialiste ere locked in « fierce silitary and tech- 
nologicel race to establish an economic end political world hegemony. 


The Soviets Abandoning Proleterien Dictatorship 


The RIZGAR1 considers the Soviet Union 6 socialist country, but observes thet, 
under the Soviet Communist Perty,bureeucretism hes become prevelent in the 
land. ‘he RIZGARI] sees Guresucratiem as the mejor fector in the decline of 
the proleterien dictatorship in the Soviet Union. 


Meanwhile, it seys, Chine is abandoning “dielecticel msterisalisr.* 


Chine’s exposure @nd rejection of the Soviet Union's hegemonic policies ere 
“disputes in the socialist world,” eccording to the RIZGARI. The periodicel 
warns @g@inst becoming @ party to such high-level arguments and disputes. 

It will lead the struggle into defeat and hurt the internetional soliderity, 
it says, and refuses to teke 4 position on the matter. 


Metropole Country's Revolutionery Movement 


The movements outside the ones in the east ere referred to in the RIZGARI as 
the “Turkish left," “the metropole country's revolutionary sovement,” or 
“the oppressor netion's revolutionary movement.” The Turkieh left, the 
HIZGARI eeys, hes followed « ‘urkiesh natiorelist line since the liberation 
war end hes been the lac«ey of sovereign clesses. ‘here heve been sone 
favoreble developments in the sitwwation, the periodical admits, but insists 
thet not much bes changed. The RIZGARI sees the Turkish left as “e force 
which should be cultiveted es en elly in the anticolonielist struggle.” 


The SIZGAR] deecribes the fF? as @ “creation of opportuniaes, @ reformist sove- 


went which fevers compromise,” but offere no clear criticias of any of the 
other movements in the east. 
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‘DP and lelevers 


ihe RIZLARL tekes @ compromising stend on the Gispute involving the FR, the 
ADP Prowisionel Comeattee end the pro-Moscow Telebani, end lest yeer's 
cleehes reer Sewdinli. 


The KOP leadership, toe 81/548) says, is @ blend of bourgeois netionsliss 

end feudeliss. Geeerelly speexing, the periodice] says, the DP hes 4 sess 

perty mentelity."re effectiveness of its leeders stems from their coercive tectics, 
es well es persone! prestige. At the root of everything thet is, or hes gone 
wrong, the periodical] sees “right” mistekes 


The KDP Provisional Committee, formed efter the 1975 defeat, perpetwetes the 
e@rlier cherecter of the party, end is eble to remein slive with the help of 
lren, eccording to FIZGARI, 


The periodicel's neme for the Telebeni-led KPU is the Netional Union, which it 
cherecterizes es “subjectively socislist, objectively petty bourgeois.” It 
seys, the leaders of the National Union confuse Marxism with petty bourgeois 
socielism and heve no principles or policies. The orgenizetion hes ested- 
lashed pragwatic, but insecure reletions with Syrie, FIZGAR] seys end con- 
cedes that its wembershio 4leo includes proleterien revolutioneries. 


Un the continuing clashes between the two orgenizetions | xpe Provisionel 
Committee enc the KPU!|, <I1ZGAR] says it is @ bloodfeud, en effort to destroy 
eech other's cedre, end warns thet these clashes serve to no other purpose 
than supplying edventags to colonielists end ismperielists. 


RIZGARL refuses to teke sides in the feud, but offers « solution. It pro- 
poses that the Marxist-Leniniste in the National Union should free then- 
selves froe the petty bourgeois mentelity end set up @ proleterien revolu- 
tionery leadership, end then, form en sllience with the Provisional Commit- 
tee by uniting on common dewends. RIZGARI, in fect, is calling on the Mern- 
ist-Leninist elements in the Netionel Union to take over the orgenization 
and get together with the KOP Prow.sional Committee. 


Razgeri Group Breeks up 


RIZGARL abeteins from maxing © policy statement on the struggie between the 
twO superpowers to establish hegemony in the Middle Cest. it is yet to 
eesess the developments and the forces in northern Ireqg from the perspective 
of the two superpowers. 


These questions, however, were centre] to the arguments thet resulted in the 
breekup of the Rizgeri group 3 or 4 months @go. According to reports, the 
epecific question in the dispute wee the seesesement of Talebeni and the 
Soviet Union. Rejection cf Mao's ideas wes snother major bone of contention, 
eccording to these reports. The breakup of the Rizgeris just ebout eresed 
what little influence the croup hed in the east. 
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19 Jul 79, © 3] 
[Text] Ale Rizgari (Hed Liberetion) 


The dispute in the Rizgsri croup case to « heed lest Merch end the dissidents 
formaliy left the orgenizetion. They edopted the name Ale fizgeri end joined 
the ever-qrowing list of groups @ctive in the eest. 


“eports indicete thet the dispute in the Hizgsri group centered on the assese- 
ment of Telebari end the Soviet Union, end alec the rejection of “eo'’s idees. 
The grow, which later cawe to ba known as the Ale Aizgaris, arqued « sore 
pro-lalebeni end oro-Moscow thesis and insisted thet Talebeni was “subjective- 
ly, @ socielist.* 





Another bone of contention wes reportedly the “anti-Meoist ~rinciple” which, 

in the lingo of the pro-“oscow elements, means taking # stend ageinst revolu- 
tiorsries. These elements stubbornly tried to impose this principle on 

others in setters involving united ection and formation of elliances. *“eports 
S®y that RIZGARI] rejected the adoption of such @ stipulsetion for united sction, 
but the Ale Rizogeri croup eqreed to it. 


Heavy | ref fic 


AG we mentioned earlier,the dispute in the Rizgeri growp became so bitter end 
fierce thet armed clashes were unevoideble, and during one of those clashes, 
Mureel Velen, menacer of the Ven Student tostel, wes killed. When the group 
eplit into teo, the fiargerias kept the periodicel and the publishing house, 
but both factions launched « brisk campaign to encourage defections from the 
other side. Reports say thet “the treffic beceme very heavy” in sreas where 
Mizgari supporters live. Their propegende campaign netted the Ale Rizgeri 
people the ASK-DES, ASK-DER members outside the Bitlis and Tetven ereas 
joined the Ale Hizgeris. 


Stall Another Division 


Ihere were reports that the Ale 4izgeri group wes preparing |o publish ea 
periodice!] of their own, which wes to cerry the group's neme, but the perio- 
dicel nevvwe weteriaelized beceuse, lest month, the Ala Tizgari group broke 
ante two. 


People who live in the Al@ Saroaeri @rees Gay thet they suspected something 
“as afoot when they observed prosinent members of the group payin, frequent 
visite to the homes of the members. The letest split is said to be the out~- 
come of etill another disecqreement on “the anti-Meo principle.” One of the 
factions, which calle iteelf the "Opposition," was more enthusiastic then 
the othere in ite defense of the pro-Moscow line. 


These successive divisions left the Sizggeri end the Ale Rizgeri groups with 
@ membership limited to the carcle of friends sround «a leader. 


TT? 








"ne Ala Sireeri grove’s inmedbility to diseseocciste ateelf from oro—-“oscow 
jhews 4270 middle-of-the-roe ettitwdes, aod its readiness to corpromise on 
sssues browght at to ite present stetus, enc in the seenehile, pleyed into 
the hands of pro-“oscow «lerents. 
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(9 jul 79, p 8B] 
Text) Fave-Sectionists 


The Five-Sectionists, perheps the group with the catchiest name, emerged in 
1976. It was formed by Ali Riza Kosar and friends after they left the 
People's Liberation,also in 1976. The group initially hed considerable 
following around Tunceli ind Palu, but the death of its prominent members 
dealt it a heavy blow from which it could not recover. It has since 
dasbendec. 


‘Kurds Have Been Davided Into five Sections’ 


The name Five-Sectionists comes from the group's contention that Kurds and 
Kurdistan have been partitioned, and then colonized, by the Soviet Union, 
Iraq, Iran, Syria and Turkey. Consequently, Kurds will be free only when 
these five sections of Kurdistan ere liberated from the domination of the 
colonialist states. 


The Five-Sectionists believe that ethnic groups should organize separately. 
They call the Soviet Union an imperialist country. The target of their 
struggle in Turkey, they say, is the colonialist forces and imperialists. 


Death of Ali Riza Koser 


The incadent where Ali Rize Kosar, the founder of the group, was killed was 
related earlier in our “The Unknown Left” series.* He was killed by several 
individuals who are now in the DEV-SOL | Revolutionary Left} group. It haep- 
pened early in 1978. Ali Akgun, @lso known as Ali the Gavur (infidel ], a 
charecter who hed geined considerable notoriety @s 4 provocateur, teamed up 
with two of his pals to disrupt @ rally in Elazig. Akgun and friends opened 
fire on the crowd, Ali Riza Kosar tried to stop them and calm the crowd. 
Some time leter, Akgun and company embushed and killed Ali ize Koser. Akgur 
was involved in many otoer criminal activities, but so far nothing hes been 
done about ham, 


After the Elazig incident, the Five-Sectionists issued @ communique condemn- 
ing the killing and restating their views. Signed "Denge Kurdistan” | The 
Voice of Kurdistan, the commusique asserted that Kurdistan has been parti- 
tioned by imperialism, social imperialism and colonialist countries domaine- 
ted by those forces. The Five-Sectionists said in their communique thet 

4li Riza Kosar had devoted nis life to the Kurdistan revolution and hed bat- 
tled against imperiasliss, socielimperialism, colonielism and the locel 
lackeys of these forces, opportunism, revisionism and ali types of cevietion, 
The communique claimed that provocateurs bought out by reactionary nuclei 
killed Kosar to stop the expanding national liberation struggle of Kurdistan. 





_*Publashed by the JP98S uncer the titie, “Factions of the Turkish Left,” 
Translations onWestern Europe No 1433, JPRS 73683, 14 June 1979 | 
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Clash With Apoaste 


Some time after the Koser incident, a bloody clash occured i: Gaziantep bet- 
ween the Five-Sectionists and the Apoists, and resulted in two deaths. 


Following 4 disagreement with the Apoist group, the Five-Sectionists killed 
Hakki Kareli, an Apoist. The Apoist group retaliated by a killing 4 promi- 
nent Five-Sectionist in Iskenderun, a young man identified only as Alaaddin. 


The Apoist-F ive-Sectionist feud continued with each side accusing the other 
of prevocetions enc collaboration with the MIT and issuing communiques re- 
plete with such charges. 


The clashes further weakened the Five-Sectionists' already declining influ- 


ence,and finally, the group disbanded. A number of its members returned to 
the People's Liberation. 














19 Jul 79, p 8] 


_Tlext) Tekoshinists 

The Liberation group‘s supporters in eastern provinces broke sway from the 
group late last year and formed an organization of their own, which they 
celled the Tekoshin| Struggle). 


The Liberation was the only faction outside the eastern groups which support- 
ed the contention that the Kurdish sreas in the east are lurkey’s colonies. 
However, the Liberation believed that the struggle should be conducted joint- 
ly anc there should be & common crgé@nization, 


The break@way group, Tekoshinists, Gaseqreec wath the Liberetio on the let- 
ter point. The Tikoshinists said groups should organize seperately, and 
tney @rqued for @ more active struggle. 


The Texoshinist influence in the east is almost nonexistent. lheir presence 
goes unnoticed. They have about 20 members in all in the lunceli eres, 














[10 Jul 79, p 8] 
‘Text | The Turkish KDP 


"Kiyede” end “Mulle”™ are two of the names the people in the east use when 
they cefer to this most frequently talked sebout group among many current- 
ly @ctive in the e@st. Another of its names is the “Barzanists.* Formally, 
at is called the ADP, short for the Kurdistan Democratic Party. “Kiyede" 
means commander end comes from the phrase “the KDP Provisionel Command,* 
which is what the people «ho succeeded Barzani to the KDP leadership celled 
themselves. “Mulla” meturelly is Mulla Mustaphe Barzeni. 


Emergence of the Turkish KDP 


The KDP is essentially en Ireqi party, out it has also orgenized in Iren, 
Syrie and Turkey. Next to the Iraqi KDP, the Iranien organization is the 
most ective end influential among the four. The Syrian branch hes not been 
able to organize or function effectively, primerily beceuse of the Syrian 
Ba'thist pressure and its colleboration with the Telabanists. As to the 
Turkish KOP, the efforts to orgenize in Turkey date es fer beck as 1950's. 


The Iraqi KDP gays, “Each party is indepencent of others end is free to se- 
lect strategies and progrems compatible with the conditions under which it 
must function end wage its struggle.” (The New Strategy of the Ireqi KDP, 

p 161) The party, nonetheless, adds, “Solidarity on the internationel plene 
necessitates consultation and coordination among thsee orgenizetions. Steps 
have been teken to set up @ Coordination Council to ensure solidarity among 
the orgenizetions.” (The New Strategy of the Iraqi KDP, p 161) Such stepe 
were, in fact, taken soon after the KDP was formed. Representatives fros 
Iran, Iraq and Turkey got together in August 1944 and signed what wes refer- 
red to as the Three Borders Agreement, providing for reciprocal assistence 
among the three orgé@nizations. 


The Iraqi KDP's involvement in @ long and fierce struggle in Iraq eleveted it 
to @ very influential poisition emong all the orgenizations. fhe affect and 
the role of the struggle in Iraq and the Iraqi KDP on the developments in 
Turkey are undisputeable. Actually, in Turkey or eleewhere, the initials KDP 
ere primarily essociated with the Ireqi party. Since the Turkish KDP hes 

so fer directed its ectivities exclusively at the objective of supporting 

the struggle in Ireq, it hes not geined an existence separate from the Iraqi 
organization and its struggle. For that reason, @ review of the events in 
Iraq and the emergence of the Iraqi KDP will be helpful in branging clarity 
to the formation end functions of the Turkieh KDP,. 


The Iraqi KDP 


The Iraqi KDP has @ 33-yeer history. It was esteblished on 16 August 1946, 
but ats rise to en influentiel position and its retention of the position as 
the “single” organization began in 1958 with Barzani's essumption of the 
perty leadership. 











Serzani’s struggle has & history even longer then the AUr's, it goes back to 
1930's. Sarzeni's source of power was his tribe, the Barzens, one of the 
largest, and his religious Suthority in the tribe. [he Barzan family waged 

@ struggle even in the Ottoman era, and then, agsinst the Jritish colonisliss, 
whach won them tne leadership position in the eyes of @ number of tribes, es 
well as their own tribe's. Sarzani's older brother ‘Abd as-Salem led an 
uprising in the Ottoman years and was henged for it in 1914. Another brother, 
Sheik Anmad, who replaced ‘Abd as-Selem, spent many yeers in Ottoman prisons. 
Barz@ni's name was initially heard in the 1931 Berzeani movement agéinst Sri- 
tish colonieélism. He was exiled to An Nesiriyeh, and then to Sulaymeniyeh, 
for his role in that movement. 


In 1943, Barzani escaped from Sulaymeniyah and returned to the Sarzen aree 
to launch another movement. Theat was followed in 1945 with an uprising on 

@ lerger scale which was quashed by the British foyel Air force. Berzeni 
suffered heavy losses,and then, withdrew to Mahabad in iran where he founded 
@ Kurdish republic. [he British organized ae series of attecks on the young 
republic. Barzeni and his men played @ vitel role in the defense of the 
republic ag@inst those attecks. He was given the rank of generel and his 
name was heard worldwide. Those were the years when the “DP was formed. 


Wath the collepse of .he Manabed Republic, Berzani returned to ireq. He 
gathered 500 men and, traveling across Iraqi and Turkish territories, went 
to the Soviet Union. 


After the July 1958 coup in Ireq, Barzani returned home, tock over the lead- 
ership of the KUP and gethered #11 his forces around him. 


Sarzani's and the KDP's nemes, henceforth, became synonomous, and the KDP 
came to be the most influential organization emong the Kurds. 


What Does the KDP Say’ 


The iraqi KDP declared thet its struggle will re#ein within Iraqi borders 
and its goal will be autonomy for the Iraqi Kurdisten (KDP Program, Article 3). 


The KD? also announced that it supports “the etruggles which the Kurdish 
tribes living in other perts of Kurdistan may underteke to regain their na- 
tionel rights." The party stresenad thet “the Kurds are fighting for self- 
determination,” (KDP Program, Article 23). 


The KOP described itself eas “a democratic end revolutionery vanguerd party, 
representing the interests of workers, peasants, wage-earners, artisens end 
the revolutionary intelligentsie,*® (KDP Program, Article 2). 


darzani's return to iraq revitalized the KDP which, taking advantage of the 
freedom of action lraq was enjoying during that period, orgenized quickly 
and widely. ‘urds of various clesses flocked to the perty. 
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Even though the Kir deeccabed itself in ite progres es @ cepocretic, revolu- 
taonery orgénizaticon representing people of all classes, the feudel suthority 
of Sarzeni and other triva. chiefteins in the orgenizetion was unquestionebly 
felt. The KDP, in eseence, was born of en ellience emong severel tribes, its 
source of strength was the tribes, the BSarzen tribe in perticuler. The weight 
of tne feudal forces was felt from the beginning. 


Wath the @wekening of the Kurdish people, the KDP began to ettrect an increa- 
1ng number of supporters from all claesess, especially the inteliigentsiae. 
Seon efter the members of the intelligentsia joined the party, they begen to 
Question the authority of the tribel forces. Jalel Talebeni, even though he 
himself was @ tribe! chisftain, charged thet Garzeni was « feudal lord end 
orgenized @n opposition. In the fourth congress of the KDP in 1959, Telabaeni 
was elected to the perty's politburo where he soon became @ dominant figure. 
The fierce power struggle between Sarzeni end Talebeni continued unabeted 
until 1964 when 'alebeni either left or wes ejected from the KDP. Talebani, 
then, joined the Iraqi army in its drive eg@inst the Barzeni forces. At the 
present, Telabeni is totelly dependent on Soviet support. 


The feudal and nationalistic cheracter of the KDP lesdership made the “urdish 
Question eppear #6 « mere matter of “national rights,” or "a struggle for 
sutonomy et any orice.” The lraqi government wes the only visible terget of 
the struggle, imperielism did not even enter the picture. The KD) presented 
itself es the representetive of the working cless, but it did not offer «e 
program agsinst imperialise, lerge landholders, or feudelism. On the contre~ 
ry, the perty compromised with those forces. 


in Garveni’s view, there were two superpowers, the United Stetes and the So- 
viet’ on. These superpowers were immersed in @ power struggle end hed no 
time .. worry @bout smaller nations which got erushed between them. These 

twO superpowers were to bleme for a]ll the calamities which befell the Kurds. 


Theat may heve been his belief, but it did not stop hie from seeking the eid 
of one or the other superpower to sustain the struggle in ireq. The Soviets 
were trying to develop their ties with the Iraqi Ba'thists, consequentiy, in 
1960, Sarzeni returned from his Moscow trip empty-hended. He turned to the 
United Stetes and took t.e initietive to secure "U.S.eid." e reasoned that, 
wath lreq expanding its relations with the Soviets, the United States will 
have to support the Kurds, and in time, he wes able to get the United States 
to help him. He was right up to that point, but the U.S. aid dad not leed 
him to victory 48 he thought it would. The struggle ended in @ bitter defeet. 


Founding of the Turkish DP 


There was no orgenizational ectivity of any significance in Turkey in late 
1940's. When the Mahabad ®epublic was formed in lren, several leeding Kurd~- 
ish personalities in Turkey contacted the lraenien-based KDP which, then, was 
celled “The Komole” |Committee|. The contects were conducted by Mulla Ghasi 
Vahab, on behalf of the Kurds in Turkey. As @ result of these contacts, 





several initiatives were texen to form « KDP in Turkey also, but the collapse 
of the Menabad “epubliac interrupted the preperetory activities. 


Preperetior:: resumed in early 1950"s. Sait Elci anc severe] other members of 
the intelligentsie took the initial step to forse a KDP. Faeik Bucak, @ leader 
of the Sucek tribe of Siverek, was named the first secretary general of the 
perty. Later, SBucek will be killed and Seit Elci will replece hie. 


Conditions in Turkey limited the scope of the movement. The KDP coul not 
for @ long time expand beyond the Kurdish intelligentsia end a small wroup 

of youths, Trabal chieftains and religious leaders were not, st that i. s, 
anterested in it. ‘he 1959 errests end the ensuing trial where 49 people 
received prison sentences brought the movement to « etendstill for en extended 
period of time. 


Tre Turkish KDP's cqrowth end expension will come in 1960's and BSerzeni's 
@reed struggle in iréqg will play @ key role in thet growth. 
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Text) §arzeni's return to ireq rewitelized the KDP and it begen to increase 
ite strength. In 196U, the perty presented its program to the lragi presi- 
dent. The president rejected the Kurdish demand of “autonomy" whach the KDP 
hed designated as the “major goal” of its program. The *urds end the KDP 
vehemently protestec President Kaeeem’s stend. 


Struggle in lreq, its Effect in Turkey 


Nelations between the KDP and the Iir@qa government deteriorated in the weke 
of the president's rejection of the Kurdish demand for eutonomy. The govern- 
ment closed down 14 of the ADF 's branches, errested the members and fired 
Kurdish government emplovees and militery officers, 


In November 1960, berzani traveled to Moscow to talk to Knrushchev's people 
to secure Soviet @esistence. Moscow was, then, getting ready to move into 
iraq to take the olace of Sritish and Americen imperialists whose status 

in the country heo become very shaky. Under the circumstences, it wasn't 
surprising thet Harrani dic not find Moscow very responsive to his plight. 
Following this unproductive Moscow trip, Barzeni ieft his Baghded ville, his 
Orivete car, renounced the sonthly selary Generel Kassem had @ssigned to 
him and, in January 1961, retreated to the mountains in the Barzen region, 


lt wae & months efter Sarzeni's retreat to the mounteins that the first clesh 
occured between the Kurds end the Ireqi government forces. lt was 11 Septem- 
ber 1961. ‘The Iraqi Air Force, then, leunched 4 messive air attack on the 
recaon. After several years of fighting, Serzeni and his peshmerges, ww in 
control of «4 large section of the lregi Kurdistan,prociaimed the format, on 

of an autonomous @oninistretion. The year was 1964, 








Tne lraga gowernment @nnounced that @ new constitution will be written and 
it will gu@rantee the Kurds their rights. The government elso said that it 
will issue @ generel emnesty ‘for political prisoners. JSarzani, then, sgreed 
to 8 ceasefire until 1956. 


Barzeni's acceptence of « ceasefire edded fuel to the simmering Serzani- 
Talabeni feud in the party. 


The fighting in lreq populerized the KDP end Berzeni in Turkey, and perallel 
to that, the Tur.ish “OP's activatiss increesed. Ares and funds were sent 

te iraq to support th struggle. Leter on, Kurdish youths from Turkey cross- 
ed into lreg, fought by the side of the Kurds end then returned. The number 
of | Turkish pestwerges drawing monthly pay from the Ireqi KDP incresesed as 
fighting continued. When these young Kurds returned home end releted their 
experiences in ireq, the KD?'s neme spread among the masses. The relations 
with the Iregi KDP beceme even closer when the ceesefire in Iraq ended and 
the clashes resumed. 


Seit Kirmizitoprak's Activities, RECH 


Meanwhile, @ oew name begen to be heerd in eddition to that of Sait Elci, the 
secretery generel of the Turkish KDP. It was Sait Kirmizitoprak. Thet's 
when the two Seit's, who eventually will cause each other's death, got to- 
gether. S#eit Kirmizitomrek, who hed edopted the slies “Shiven,” was far more 
active in the organization thet his nemeseke. Consequently, he soon became 

an infivential figure. 


In 1969, @ number of youths from eastern provinces left the TLP and the Intel- 
lectuals Clubs and formed 4 new organization, which they called the “evolu- 
tionary Eastern Cultural Nearths [RECH}. It was not long before the hearths 
had locel chapters in nearly every city end county in the east. The RECH 
membership included advocates of # variety of idees, but nearly ell of ite 
members supported the struggle in Iraq, netionalist precepts and the KDP, 


Seit Kirmizitoprek hed # following in the RECH also. fhat's the group which 
will later leave the KDP, adopt Kirmizitoprak's alias and become the Shiven- 
ists. Some of the people who were eround Kirmizitoprak in the RECH and the 
KDP are now the administre*tore of the Shivenist group. 


The events of those years were the presurcor of the rift thet will appear 
in the perty end shake it down to its roots. 


During those yeers of struggle in Turkey, Seit Elci and Sait Kirmizitoprak 
were @rrested several times. Kirmizitoprak went to Canada for a while, When 
abroad, he contacted the Iraqi KDP and other Kurdish organizetions in Curope. 
He made severe) trips from Cenede to Iren end iraq. When abroed, he main- 
teined his relations in Turkey through severel indivicuals at home. 
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aDP’s srowth 


As the 4KDP's size anc inflwence expendec, it attracted feudel elerents also. 
some of the sheiks enc large landholders openly supported the KDP. Meanwhile, 
religious leedcers--sulies and seyits descencants of frophet Mohammed |-- 
impressec with the struggle Gerzeni was waging, telked ebout the events in 
lreqg wherever they went. In religious training schools, sulles devoted class- 
time to the strugcle in .réeqg. 


Tne Turkish KDP's sajor goal was to provide edequete support to the struggle 
an Iraq. It was not involved in any “separatist” campaign. Its struggle in 
lurkey ent@iled organizing resistence sgainst pressure ond pushing its democ- 
retic demands. 


Nowever, it wes during this period also thst 4 reaction to feudalism end the 
pressure from large landholders begen to teke shape among the youth. 


The east’s reaction to large landholders gained somentu. eround 1964. The 
democratic struggle of the 1960's aleo impected the east. The struggle 
launched by the TLP touches # responsive chord in the east. When it begen 
the struggle, the TL? was the perty of all revolutionaries, but by 1968, poli- 
tical considerations had driven it into compromises with lerge laadholders. 
It ceased t% struggle against coercion in eastern areas anc adopted the 
“interregional imbelence” approech to the eestern question. Thet was the 

tame when Barzeni's struggle in Iraq was at its peak. The people's disillu- 
sionment with the TLP end tne fierce struggle in lraq intensified the netion- 
@lastic cherecter of the movement which had begun to gether momentum. The 
KDP's compromise with lerge landholders stymied the growth of the democretic 
movement at the gressroo*s level. Nonetheless, there were young people in 

the RECH calling for @ struggle @eoeainst large lendholders. ‘Sait Kirmizitoprek 
set out to get these youths ousted from the RECH end he succeeded. ath those 
youths gone, the AECH assumed @ totally netionslistic charecter. 


The Soviet Union's support of the Iregi government, and the Iregi government's 
atteck on the Kurds «ith Soviet-supplied eircraft and bombs stirred up enti- 
Soviet feelings in both the KDP and tne RECH, No one in those orgenizetions 
raised 4 vOice in support of the Soviets, but et the same time, neither orge- 
nazetion took @ clear stend for or against the struggle initiseted in 1966 

by Turkish revolutionaries segeinst the revisionist clique in the Soviet Union, 


Barrvani-lalabeni Dispute Did Not Touch Turkish KDP 


Meanwhile, the 1964 ceasefire in lreq was broken end the clashes erupted 
again in 1966. ‘elabani broke off with the KDP and his forces joined the 
iraqi army in ats attecks on Nearzeni. The Iraqi KDP responded by formally 
wSting lelebeni from the perty. 


Telabeni's seperation from the KDP had no affect on the Turkish KDP which, 
along with the RECN, continued to support Serzeni. ‘'o everyone who wes on 
Berrani's side, Talebeni wes @« “cahsh,"a betrayer of the netion, It will 
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be reseebere i from owr eerlier ertacles that the Shivenists, who 4re now 
ellied with che Ta .ebanists, ond Seit Kirmizitoprek,who gawe the group its 
neme, were, then, OP sudporters and they, too, considered Telebeni « 
tr@itor. 


The fighting in lreq, which resumed in 1966, stopped once more on ll March 
1970 when the Be'thist governsent egreed to grant autonomy to Kurdistan. The 
Iraqi government will comply «ith the egreement until March 1974, thereby 
giving Iraq 4 chence to enjoy 4 yeers of peace. Mesnehile, up north, Turkey 
will come to the threshold of the 12 March ere. 


Tne policy of pressure end terror that the Turkish | government implemen ted 
an the east beginning in 1968 reached an extreme plane after 12 March. The 
RECH, along with many other orgenizetions in Turkey, wes closed down end its 
members placed under errest. Countless peasants enc small shopkeepers in the 
eest were put on trial by the martial lew edministretion. Activities of the 
groups in the eest ceme to a halt until 1974, 


Tne Berzeni-Talabani dispute had no effect on the Turkish KDP, but the ravelry 
thet begen about thet time between Sait Elci and Sait Kirmizitoprek demolish- 
ed the party's unity. 
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Text | With the proclamation of martial] lew in Turkey in 1972, the then sec- 
retary general of the Turkish KDP, Seit Elci, fled to lraq. Meanwhile, | secu- 
rity forces | were conducting « hunt for Seit Kirmizitoprek who @lso hed fled 
to lraq. The dispute between the two Sait's resulted in Kirmizitoprek heving 
Elci and his friend Mehmet Sege killed, upon which Barzani hed Kirmizi toprek 
executed by @ firing squad. 


Turkish KDP Breaks into [wo 


The series of events left the Turkish KDP leaderless and also polerized the 
membership es Elci end Kirmizitoprek supporters. After 12 March, the rele- 
tions between the two groups grew even worse. fFinelly, under the leedership 
of a pro-Kirmizitoprak individuel,who hed fled to East Germany in the wake 
of 12 March, Kirsizitoprek supporters broke away from the Turkish KDP. 


The breakaway group edopted Kirmizitoprak's slies as the neme of their new 
orgenizetion end was henceforth known as the Shiveniste, while the others 
continued their ectivities es the Turkish KDP. 


The 1974 Battle end the Iraqi KDP 
Meanwhile, in Iraq, the Jaghded government, in violation of the 1970 agree- 


ment, oleced restrictions on the sutonomy of the Kurds, upon which cleshes 
Ssterted all over 4g@an. 





This time, however, (the sitvetion wes different from the eserlier times. The 
United States, wnmose interests hed suffered s setback after the government 
coup in ireg, was relping trxe fhurds , hoping to reesteblish its hold or the 
oil regaon. The Sheh of iren hac been instrumentel in the establishment of 
the ties between the Unites States enc the furds. ‘he U.S. @id was being 
channeled to Serzani throug iren. 


The irega *D) later explained, “daerzeni's colleboretion wath lren and the 
United Stetes hed cecome @ «ey stretegic fector,” as the clashes broke cut 
in 1974, “Everything depended on that cooperetion.” (The New Stretegy of 
the iraqi aDP. » 1U6) 


Berzeni ned thrown his lot in with U.S. isperisliss. 


Meanwhile, the Soviet Union had made its way into ireg efter the coup end wes 
@apanding its cooperetion with the Be'thist regime. The Soviets incited the 
Arebs @g6inet the Aurds. A long drewn-cut fighting in the country wes in 
Russie's interest. lhe insecure iregi government was gredu@liy becoming sore 
dependant on “tussiae end the militery ties between the two countries were 
growing cioser. 


At the close of the sixties, the struggle in ireq was no longer en lregi- 
Kurdish cleenm elone, by then it hed become @ ohese of the Soviet-U.5. 
struggie to dominete the region. 


The purpose of the U.S. aid to Barzani was not any different from the Soviet 
motawe in helping the Ba'thist government. The ireqi DP leter evalueted the 
Situation es follows: “lhe United States wanted neither 4 decisive victory, 
nor @ clear defeat in the furdish war. Washington preferec @ prolonged wer 
which would wear down the ba'thist regime. Thet is why, ite sssistence to 

the Kurds seas kept et « level which would *eep the Kurds from buckling under.® 
(The New Stratecy of the iraqi KDP, o 106) 


Thas was the picture when the wer between Sarzani end the ireqi government 
resumed in 19/74, 


Fierce fighting continued until early 1975. On 6 March 1975, Iran and Ireq 
sigrec @n @egreement, upon whach the U.o. @id threat reached Yarzeni vie iren 
cCeme to @ helt. berzana, sho hed thrown his lot in with the United Stetes, 
suffered 4 bitter defeat. “e left lreqg and went to iran, and then, to the 
United Stetes. He withdrew from politics. Me died recently in the United 


%teates. 
Tre KDP Provisions) Lommeittes 


Ihe 1975 defeat of Sarzenia was @ turning point in the life of Turkish groupe, 
ee well ae the ilreci Aurds. 


The Ireqi KD? disbanded efter the defeet. Nowever, in November 1975, Barze- 
ni’es eons, Mas*oud aod idries, formed the Provisional Lommend and tried to 
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rebuald the party orgeniaze.aon. Garzeni‘’s sons also took steps to esteblish 
conmtects wath Aurcias” orgenizaetions ebroacd. 


ihe mowerent in ireq, howewer, Sed suffered @ serious blow. Many peshmerges, 
wath weepone in hend, toox refuge in iren. While some 6,000 to 10,000 pesh- 
merge: crossed to iren, @ emsiler number sought refuge in lurkey. ine Tura- 
Ash government, though, returned thes to ireq. Most were «xilled, end some 
were arrestec. ‘co sum up, when Serzeni's sons began the reorcenizetionel 
effort, the Ireca “DP, in teres of ohysicel strencth, wes mot whet it usec 


to be. 
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LEYLA KASIM 
‘Pictures from AYDINLIK, 13 July 1979, © 6 | 


CAPTION: 


Left | Margeret “eldeni, known as Sheyvlo, w@s @ orominent Kurdish soldier. 


Keldeni, @ Catholic, is seid to heve commended «@ Kurdish gquerrille unit an 
northern ireq. 
Raght | evle Kesin, @ fewele pesheerge «ro Gied in the 1974 war, is fondiy 


reserbered by the furds. 


90 





follosing @ ye@r of preparcteory work, the ADP Provasionel Command convened 
e conference. ‘he meetings wich were helo from iil to 15 August _ 1976 
were in the nature of @ gererel perty convention. The KOP's new leedershis 
subeitted to the conference & report »hacnh included « criticel rewies of 
the etruvocle, « self-criticiee enc = stetenent of views. ‘he report wes 


discussed anc then ectonted oy the conference. it was, then, pwhlished, elso 


in Turkish, under the title of “The New Stretegy of the turdisten Desocretic 
Party of iraq.” 

Tre «DP 's New Stratecy 

The report condemned Barzeni’s cooperation with the Lteo states and cléined 


that tras ope rst ior i@y* ' direct role in thre oC. le@pee of the repterber 


* 
vpTising. 


vm the soviet roie in te events, tre report obeerwe rat tree 2Oviet Union 
relied on ‘Areh cerds" alone in ite Miodle East policy.” Consequently, the 
reoort seid, “the wiet suspert reeained lieited.” 


buring the taye wher tre furds were bowpbed with Sowiet~-supplied aircreft, 


the &Lr'’s enoer at the >oow.et VPAOn w@8 expressed 1.9 wReisten@hie teres. 
‘owever, the report submitted to the conference by the Provisiona] Command, 
ehaile @erariiy conde ~@ the veited stetes, used *& restrained ianguege in ite 
comments on the sovwrets. 


he following passece, enelyzing the 1975 defeset, is @ clear sllustraetion of 


tomas #ttatede 


“ine maior contributing fector in tre Soviet indignetion end in Moscoe’s sub- 
sequent sumport of the Sa’ thaste wes the furdish cooperation with the United 


Stetee.* 


7 Other words, Stcordang to thre rovisione, _.ommenc the Soviet wniaon heard 


about *he Kurdieh<U.o. colleborttion, becenve engry @nd took & stendc aegsinst 


tre *. ros. 


‘ne @rowisione! Command, then, goes on to emphesize the importence ofen “alli- 
ce within @ netionel front between Kurdisten oaerties enc progressive, de- 

eocreatic oerties which «ii. support the netionel and democretic ricnte of 

the Kurds on their lend,” end concludes thet “the pregreisive national 


strug@qie is rings nd toose Serties together.” 

“Ose ere the hiehliehte of the ALDP'SsS new stretecy. 

Aiter the wmference ecooted the report, the ireaia &U) dceciared the resuveption 
of ite arrec strucGqie 4qe t the haeghaed government he KUP*e@ strength in 
the " Hause »* ~~ . ra ' : re lran yt vernment 28 @#vee 
cvu@ting tre villeges aiong the borcer &°C mow; the residents down south. 


Then, the border 4ree wes «ined end security se@eures tightened Inder the 








circurpstences, tre ‘Dr hec ww choice Dut to disbend its pesmme:rge writs anc 
lower the scale of ate milatery operetions to occesionel reits cerr.ec out 
Dy Pes teerges who got togetrer now enc then. 


iffect of 19'S Defest on Turkey 


The KDP's 1975S defeat gawe Tealebeni the chance he hec been waiting for. “se 
secured the @ssistence of tye Soviets in Syrie end leunched @ campeign to 
Giecredit Barzeni es “e feudel lord end pro-American.” Sisulteneous to his 
ectiwvaties in Ireq, he launched his operetions in lurkey. 


Meanwhile, in the Turkish KOPF, @ heeted debete wes underway on the 1975 de- 
feat in ireq. ‘he controversy will evwentwelly civide the perty. 
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CAPTION: 


A echool in northern trea bombed by the Soviet-bected lreqi government «ith 
sOviet-supplied Mig eirpienes 


Ge 
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‘Excerpt | The 12 March episode, Sait Elci's death, and then, the emergence 
of the Shivanist. threw the Turkisi KDP into confusion. In 1974, the party 
begen 8 comeback. A provisional ~ommittee was set up 4nd former ties renewed. 


Barzani's decisive defeat hed an impact on the groups in Turkey. It touched 
off a heated argument in the KDP and led to the departure cf still another 
group of people from the perty. The group took the name of the Kurdistan 
Netionai Liberationist --KNL. 


Vespite the in-party disputes and fragmentation,the KDP is still the most 
widespread and popular organization in the east. ihe public sympathy toward 
the struggle ic Iraq, and the compromises KD° leaders nave made with locally 
influential feudal personalities help the party to retein its status. The 
KDP's influence is more discernable in border aress @nd in peasant and emall 
shopkeepe* circles. 


The Turkish KDP recertly vegan to issue @ mimeogrephed periodical--XEBAT 
[Struggle }--which so fer hz. had 12 issues. The periodical is a lendmark in 
the Turkish KDP's history »ecause the party, for the first time ever, revealed 
in the periodical its views on Turkey. 


Turkish KDP's Views 


In the first issue of the XEBAT, an editorial entitled, “As We Begin Publice- 
tion,” the KDP said that in the World War 1, Britie’, German, French and 
Italian imperialists attempted to jartition the Middle East, but several 
Mideastern nations, among them the Kurds, put up @ resistance. 


The article goes on to say that the imperialists retreated in the face of this 
heroic stand, but did not abandon their goe#l. They signed several tree- 
ties, dividec Kurdistan into four sections and established their sove- 
reignty on all four sections by installing in each 4 puppet government. 

The XEBAT adds, “Turkish colonialist forces continue their occupation even 
today.” The article claims that national and democratic rights ere denied, 
economic resources usurped and people are held under heavy pressure. 


The XESAT article asserts tnat despite these tactics, @ weve of national 
awakening and awareness is spreading to all corners of the region, but it 
also concedes that this consciousness-raising process penetrated the masses 
only recently, and consequently, there is still uncertainty and discrgénize- 
tion. Then, the editorial explains that the purpose in issuing 4 periodicel 
was to develop a theory consistent with the subjective conditions in the 
region, as well as historic fects. 


The U.S., Soviet Stands 


Conspicuously absent in the XEBAT editoriel is the perty's views on the Uni- 
ted States and the Soviet Union. There is no comment on that question, 
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even though, at the time, it was 6 widely debated topic within the party. 

The periodical turned to that topic later when, following the 1975 defeat 

in Iraq, the question of tne United States and the Soviet Union became a 

major theme in the discussions in the party. The XEBAT strongly condemned 

the United States, but it alse tried to justify Barzeni's cooperation with 

Washington. "Stranded on an island surrounded by sherks, Barzani could not 

have been expected to make an issue of the name of the boat that would open 

for him the portals of life,” was the periodicel's explanation. Did the co- 
operation with the United States open the portals of life to Barzani? The 
1975 defeat answers the question. 


The KDP's Basic Weakness 


This perspective used by the KDP demonstrates the key weakness the party has 
had from the beginning. The weekness is its stend on imperialism. Barzani 
repeatedly avoided taking a decisive stand on imperialism. His attempts to 
develop relations with the United States date back to 1961. In the mennwhile, 
however, Barzani also abstained from taking @ clear stand against the Soviet 
Union, even though the Soviets were urging the Iraqi Ba'thists against the 
Kurds. The Iraqi KDP counted on the rivalry between the two superpowers to 
provide it with a chance to expand its struggle. Granted that the war in 

Iraq became another battleground where the superpowers challenged each other, 
but the battle did not end in a KDP victory. 


The KDP today is facing conditions very similer to i975's, the only difference 
is thet the Soviet Union has replaced the United States. Today, everyones 
condemns U.S. imperialism, but the fact of the matter is today the real 
threat is the Soviet Union. In the past, Moscow had the Kurds slaughtered, 
today it is wearing the disguise of “the Kurdish liberator.” Today, the 

most important thing is what is being said and done about that threat. Con- 
demning U.S. imperialism years after the events is senseless, unless it 
helps to keep everyone alert against the current threat. 


Division in the Turkish KDP 


What the party's Soviet stand should be has been discussed at great length 
in the KDP, but interestingly enough neither the Iraqi nor the Turkish KDP 
display in their publications an appropriate awareness of the Soviet threat. 
The discussions in the Turkish KDP split the party. Une group, which calls 
itself the Kurdistan National Liberstionists, began to speak out for closer 
cooperation with the Soviet Union. 
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[14 Jul 79, p 8 | 
| Text | Kurdistan National Liberationists 


Following the 1975 defeet in Iraq, some of the Turkish KDP members began to 
speak out for cooperation with the Soviet Union. These people, who later 
will adopt the name “Kurdistan National Liberetionsists," attacked the Iraqi 
KDP's policy of cooperation with the United States, but found nothing object- 
ionable in calling for development of cooperation with the Soviet Union. 


According to the Kurdistan National Liberationists LKNL }, the Iraqi KDP's 
leadership was petriotic and democratic until 1972. This leadership, they 
said, played a major role in the insertion of progressive demands in the 
party by-laws and program. Ncos of the demands were realized, however, be- 
cause the leadership shifted to . rig>t and revised the demands until they 
became worthless. Despite these negative developments, the KNL argued, the 
Kurds achieved victory by winning the support of "the socialist system," that 
is, the Soviet Union and other East Furopean countries, “the international 
working class and the national liberation wars." 


KNL's Arm Shipments 


As the argument in the party ranks raged on, the party leadership decided to 
call a congres#. During the congress, the KNL took control of the party's 
administrative body. According to the KDP people, the KNL faction, ignoring 
the party by-laws, brought to the congress a number of youths and membership 
applicants who are ineligible to vote. Following their successful coup, the 
KNL immediately went to work to develop its ties with the Iraqi KDP and began 
shipping arms to Iraq. Meanwhile, they spread tiie news of the shipments and 
ensured that everyone heard about how they were helping the Iraqi KDP, 


To win support for their group, they said former administrators of the Turkish 
KDP were “passive,” “do-nething" people, but now the party was the only orga- 
nization supporting “our brothers in Iraq™ fighting with all their might. 
They coined extremist slogans, “Long Live Our Armed Struggle,” “Our Libera- 
tion Will Come Through Arms,” to cite a few, aimed specificelly at youthful 
elements. The mask of “socialism” they put on,and their extremist policies 
favoring armed struggle,won them support among the intelligentsia and the 
youth,but also in the unemployed, aimless circles in several border towns. 
They gradually became aggressive. One of their prominent members, for example, 
had an engineer shot in Mardin when the man refused to become a party to 
corrupt practices. 


Ir Nusaybin, the KNL teamed up with the Independents of the RDCA and the Free- 
don Road group, and set out to clear the town of revolutionaries. They 
organized attacks on the Nuseybin Lycee and on targets in various parts of 
the town. A 10-year-old girl was hurt in one of those attacks. 
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KDP-KNL Breakup 


As soon as the KNL faction took over the administration of the party,it began 
to purge the organization of former KDP lesders. There was a period, though, 
when the two groups got together again and decided to divide the Central 
Committee membership between the two factions. It was not s 50-50 earrange- 
ment, the KNI. outnumbered the others. As to the Fulitical Bureau, it wes 
under full KNL command. Naturally, the arrangement did not lest long. 


lt was discovered that the Political Bureau had taken decisions without 

first clearing them with the Central Committee. Meanwhile, it was spreading 
unfounded reports that the Iraqi KDP had officially recognized the KN. 

That was the last straw, the two groups broke up for good. Thus, since 1974 
when the Shivanist group had left, the Turkish KDP splintered again. KDP 
members formed a new administrative committee and retained the name Turkish 
KDP, Meanwhile, the KNL claimed that their faction was the legitimate re- 
presentetive of the Turkish KDP. Therefore, they said, henceforth, the party 
should be known as the KNL, 





The interesting thing about the two breakups is that in both instances the 
splinter group was pro-Sovist. In the first instance, the Shivanist group 
which left the party developed into a staunch Soviet supporter. In the last 
instance, the KNL was a strong advocate of cooperstion between the Turkish 
KDP and the Soviet Union. 


Charges, Countercharges 


The KDP issued a communique right after the breakup,a@ccusing the KNL of “di- 
visionism and cliquism," but there was no mention of the major factor in the 
breakup, namely, the disagreement over the pro-Soviet policy. 


On this past Nauruz [Persian New Year's Day], the KNL arranged a demonstra- 
tion, designed to serve as an act of self-assertion. During the holiday ob- 
servations at the Misar Plains of Eruh, KNL members reised their plecerds 
end made speeches. KDP members present at the gathering also addressed the 
crowd and declared thst they did not recognize the KNL as a legitimate orga- 
nization and publicly accused the group of “divisionism and cliquiss." 


After it broke away from the party, the KNL won the support of some KDP 
sympathizers in the intelligentsia and youth circles. The KNL hes @ messure 
of success in severel towne near the southeastern border. There have been 
a number of defections to the KNL from the Shivenist group also. 


Talabani Stand Softened 


When the Talabani forces entered Turkey and clashes broke out last May and 
June neer Semdinli, the KNL spoke out ageinst Talabani but did not partici- 
pate in the fighting. The KNL used to call Talebani “a traitor,” but recently 
the group's opposition to Talebani appesred to soften. 
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A Mysterious Assassination 


(mn one of those days when the KDP-KNL dispute was growing in intensity, 

6 popular resident of Silopi and his son were assessineted. Ramazan Hasimoglu 
was an influential man, @s6 well as populer, and he was known es a KDP support- 
er. His son was a member of the Venge Kawe group. Hesimoglu's family and 
friends insist it was a politically motivated murder. After the incident, 
seven associations issued statements, describing the murder @s “still enother 
conspiracy by the dark forces.” Who are those dark forces’ Did the KNL plot 
the essassination? It was never resolved. 


KNL's Views 


The KNL says it supports the ermed struggle in Iraq which the Iraqi KDP has 
launched again. It explains thet “imperialism and colonialism are the ter- 
gets of the southern Kurdistan movement," and cleies that the movement “has 
@lso contributed to the waves of the international workers movement." The 
group charges thet Talabani has intensified his preparations to challenge 
the Iraqi KDP, and calls Talabani “a traitor." 


To obtain the | Iraqi | Provisional Committee's endorsement means 8 great deal 
to the KNL. Thet is why, every communique end propaganda material prepered 
by the group contains a statement to the effect that the KNL is the steunchest 
supporter of the movement in Iraq. With statements of that nature, the KNL 
hopes to win the Provisional Committee's endorsement, and at the same time, 
endear itself in the eyes of the KDP supporters in the region. 


In its effort to win accentance by the Iraqi KDP, the KNI asserts thet both 
the Iraqi KDP and the KNL rely on the “internetiorel working cless.” This is, 
in fact, a term coined by Moscow and refers to the global revisionist 
force. 


KDP Is Close to Moscow 


To recruit support for their pro-Soviet policies, KNL members describe the 
Iraqi KDP as a party which works in close cooperation with the Soviets. It is 
true that tne Iraqi KDP has not taken a hostile stand against Moscow. More- 
over, several members of the Provisional Committee publicly advocate coopera- 
tion with the Soviet Union. Nevertheless, the party hes not reached 4 deci- 
sion, nor taken a step, in Moscow's direction. Moscow's backing of Talabani 
ageinst the KDP had a chilling effect in the party. Ue that as it may, the 
party is yet to take a public stand for or against the Soviets, and thet 
serves the KNL's interest. 


The Driving Force of the Revolution: The Soviet Union 
The KNL also cleims that Kurdisten is "under occupation and hes been colon- 


ized.” The group describes itself as socielist. “Long Live Independence, 
Democracy, Socialism end Our Struggle for Unity” is one of its slogans. 
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KNL members frequently talk of using Marxism-Lininism es their guide. How- 
ever, when they talk of “socialism” or “Marxisi-Leninism,” they, in fact, 
mean nationalism and dependence on the Soviet Jnion, irstead of the other 
superpower, the United States. In their view, "the driving force” behind 
the revolution is “the socialist syste." 


The Turkish KDP does not agree with the KNL‘'s views, but neither does it 
challenge the KNL on the basic point in their dispute, namely, the issue of 
"cooperation with the Soviets.” 


Some of the slogans used by the KNL are as follows: 


"Down With Imperialism, Colonialism, Feudelism;" “Down With Fascism, Chauvi- 
nism, Social Chauvinism;" “Long Live Independence, Democracy, Socialism and 
Our Struggle for Unity;" “3iji Tekoshin, Shoreshgeria Kurdisten," [in Kurd- 
ish; translation not given]; "Long Live Our Armed Struggle," and "Our Libera- 
tion Will Come Through Arms.* 
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[15 Jul 79, o 8) 
lExcerpt} Kawa 


The word “Kawa” became familiar last summer when several mass-circulation 
dé@ilies claimed that the Kawa group was the creation of the SAVAK, the Iran- 
ian secret service, @nd w@s wokring together with the Turkish Worker-Peasant 
Liberation Army | TWPLA }, According to hose newspapers, Kawa was the group 
behind several assassination attempts. Later, the same dailies will report 
that the Kawa-SAVAK collaboration was off, 





Most of the allegations were buseless. first of all, there were two Kawa's, 
not one. The original group had broken into two. One faction, which included 
only @ small number of the original membership, still went under the name of 
Kawa. The second faction, which @ majority of the original members joined, 
adopted the name Denge awa, Several Denge Kawa supporters, in their stete- 
ments to Our newspaper, rejected the charges in the newspapers, called them 
baseless and said that their struggle against Soviet subversion made them 

@ target for such accusations. 





The allegations about the Kawa group appeared in the press following an inci- 
dent where 4 Kawa supporter was arrested carrying 4 rifle stolen from the 

army. Publication 7f the allegations by mess-circulation dailies was also 
interpreted as an atte~pt to divert public attention from the activities of 
pro-Moscow Talabani whose latest escapade was the attack un the villages around 
Semdinli, and to disrupt Tur*ish-Iranien reletinns. 


How Did Kawa Emerge? 


Kawa, actually, is the name of a legendery hero. According to this Kurdish 
legend, Kawa led a rebellion against Dekak | Zahhak |, a cruel sultan. Kawe 
entered the sultan's palace and crushed the sultan's heed with his club, 
thereby putting an end to his reign of terror. 





The group, which adopted the legendary blecksmith's name, appeared in 1976, 
At the time, most youths in the east were members of the RDCA. The DCA was 
not an ideologically homogenous association. Soon after its formation, argu- 
ments on current issues became a daily occurence in the RDCA, A potentially 
divisive issue hed to do with the Soviet Union and its worldwide activities. 


Davision in Kewa 





A group of youths in the Istanbul and Ankera chapters of oe RDCA argued that 
the Soviet Union is @ socielimperialist country. The group clustered sround 
the recently founded Kewa Publishing House and, henceforth, came to be known 


as Kawaists. 


Later, when ell the RDCA branches were closed down, and remained closed for 
@ period of time, the Kaewaists' ties to the association were severed for good, 


99 








Supporters of the Kawa croup, where the . mmon bond seemed to be the rejec- 
tion of the Sevwiet Union as @ socielimperialist country, usually flocked 
srounc loceél essociations not specified which |, end a loosely structured 
federation was created among the widely dispersed groups. 


in 19/7, @ wigorous debate on Mao Zedong's Three worlde Theory thet erupted 
in the group seemed to threaten the Kawa's unity, and it did break up the 
group. Kawaists who opposed the Three Worlds Theory kept the Kawa Publish- 
ing Kouse end continued to use the name Kawa. They began to publish @ month- 
ly periodical under the same name. The supporters of the theory retelisted 
by publishing their own periodical, DENGE KAWA, but the periodical which wes 
expected to be issued twice @ month has had a single issue so fer. 


The Kawa faction, which nec 8 very small membership, was nonetheless influen- 
= — ep ——w and Van. However, in time, its members began to 
switc either the P or the Denge Kawa, stripping the or of 

. . we 
influence it hed in the east. es “_ mnerever 


be on oe the larger of the two, is still influential in cer- 
m counties of Mardin, Urfe end Diyarbakir. However, it also 1 
its members to the TwPP, net mony of 


(16 ‘ul 79, p 6] 
{Text] Rejectionist Kawa 


The Kawa members who opposed the Three Worlds Theory were originally 

celled the "Rejectionists.” Later, when the original group broke up and the 
Rejectionists kept the Kawa publishing house, the group formally edopted the 
name Kawa, or Kewaiste. 


[t was @ small group to start out with and it gradually got smeller, in size 
and influence alike. It had no influence to speek of outside the Tunceli, 
Malatya and Elezig eres. It mostly ettrected aimless, rootless elements, and 


before long, it shifted to an aggressive line. 
Views 


The Rejectionists do not heve a clearly defined policy or line. They do dis- 
play @ consistency, nonethelesr, in their opposition to the Three Worlds 
Theory, Mao Zedong and the People's Republic of Chine. Revolutionaries who 
defend the Three Worlds Theory and resist the Soviet Union's subversive acti- 
vities in the eest ere the major targets of the Rejectionists' physicel 


attacks. 


Their besic oolicy is expressed in the oft-repeeted slogen: “Unite Under 
Enver Hoxha's Red Flag.” Strangely enough though theix opponent in the 
fights they frequently become involved is either the Revolutionary People's 
Road | RPR | or other pro-Enver Hoxhe groups. 
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Again the ‘Colonial [heory 


The Rejectionists, or the ‘awa, adheres to the colonial theory as all 
other groups in the east do. It s@ys the Kurdish region is “a colony, a 
semifeudel country under foreign domination.” Its major task, eccording 
to the group, is “liberstion of the land from the colonialist pressure.” 


Tne erchenemy is ‘he colonialists, the Kawa says. Imperialism end sociel- 
imperielism @re also enemies because colonialism relies on those forces. 
The heaviest pressure on the Kurds comes from the colonielists, that is, 
from the furkish sovereion classes. Therefore, the Kawa continues, we advo- 
cate seperetism, the strugcle against imperialism is 4 secondary issue. 


Barzani, Talabani and Others 


The Kawa describes Talabani, the Shivenists--Talabani's extension in Turkey-- 
and the Freedom Road as “iussian patented” groups. These groups are trying 
to frustrate the Kurdish netional movement. If they cannot stop it, they 
will try to surrender us to 4ussia, the Kewa warns. 


For the Kawa, Barzani wes a representetive of the feudal-bcurgqeocis cless. 
He could not trust his own people, the group says, and that is why he want- 
ed to develop relations with the United States. 


These are what the group seys, but in its written pronouncements and in prec- 
tice, its targets are generally the supporters of the Three Worlds Theory 

and revolutionaries fighting against Nussian subversion in the @rea. The 
Kawe sees them as part c the imperielist forces. The Kawa's #tiacks on re- 
volutioneries ere actually manifestations of a frustration in tie face of 
defections to the opposition. Many Kawaists, heaving reached the realization 
that the group is, in fect, helping Soviet subversion by following @ separae- 
tist line, left the group and joined either the TWPP or the Yenge Kawa. When 
the periodical] KAWA, in its second issue, aettecked Mao Zedong's ideas, for 
example, @ large number of people walked out and joined the TwPP, 


Grew Aggressive 


The Kawa group did not fare well after the breakup. Its seperatist line 
beceme more rigid and it shifted towards adventurism. fo protect its exist- 
ence,it became aggressive and began to arm itself. 


lte name appeared in the news in association with errests for possession of 
arms. In June of last year, @ leading “eweist wes arrested in istanbul when 
three automatic rifles, stolen from the ermy, were found in his car. As @ 
matter of fact, that was the incident that led to the ellegations in severel 
leading dailies. 


Manager Arrested 


This year also, the group's name came up in still enother stolen arms inci- 
dent. Several armed Kawaists commandeered 4 car in Mus. Their plen wes to 
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steal weapons from the Stats dreedincg Farm in Mus, but they were surrounded 
by the security forces just 8s they were about to move in. There was ean 
exchange of fire, and then, tne Kewaists were errested, one of them seriously 
wounded. The wounded Kewaist was the executive manager of the periodicel 
KAWA, Huseyin Sen. Sen later died in the hospital. 


It is seid thet Huseyin Sen was not in reality @ leading administrator in the 
Kawa, but was being usec @s a front by the actual leaders who prefer to re- 
main away from the public eys. That's why, it is said, they send out younger 
elements to carry out the plans, 


The relations within the group, which is mostly made up of lumpen individuals, 
@re far from being revolutionary. A young female supporter of the Kawa was 
coerced into becoming engaged to @ prominent Kawaist just because “the centre! 
body” hed decided it should be so. 


They Placed a Hood Over His Nead and Seat Him 


Frequent defections from the group prompted the group leaders into teking 
Severe measures to discourage further defections. An incident at the 1 May 
district in Istenbul illustretes the type of measutes that were taken. 


A number of Kewaists showed up in front of a revolutionary former member's 
house and called the man outside. Mehmet Alkes, father of five, wes grebbed 
by the Kawaists as soon as he stepped out. The Kewaists covered Alkes's 

heed with @ seck and began to beat him. Then, he was told to move out of the 
l May district. Utherwise, the Kewaiste seid, they would kill his. 


A similer incident took plece in Maletya where ti. Aslan Argun, who had recent- 
ly dropped out of the gruup, wes beaten by the Kewaists so severely that he 
was, by doctor's orders, excused from work for 10 days. 


The Kawaists heve threatened to “physically eliminete” anyone who leaves the 
group. 


Torture et the Mountain 


The Rejectionist Kawa group frequently becomes involved in clashes wath other 
pseudoleft groups. A major clash took place between the Kawa and APR groups 
in mid-1978 in Tunceli. 


Several groups in Tuncela organized # rally to observe the 1 May holidey. 

A Kaewaist showed up at the rally with his eutomatic rifle, but security men- 
sures at the relly site were so strict that the Kewaist hed to leave his 
rifle at e RPR syspathizer's home,but other RPR members removed the rifle 
from the house. Then, several Keweists kidnapped the two RPR syapethizers 
who lived in thet house. These two young men were teken to @ mountein top 
and tortured. The Kewaists fired et the young men's feet, held their heads 
under weter until the youths confessed that the weapon was taken from the 
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house by "PR people. Ine Aawaists sent word to the RPR that they wousd kill 
the two youths if the weapon is not returned. Finally, tne Revolutionary 
Road group intervened, the rifle was returned end the youths rescued. 


The incident would have enced there if the RPR had not felt humilated end 
Sworn revenge. The clash tnat followed lested severel days. At one point, 
RPR people cornered a Kawaist near a g@rage. Guns were fired. The only ce- 
su@lty was @ 15-year-old bystander caught in the crossfire. 


The Letest Situation 


The Rejectionist Kawa group has no influence or activity outside of locel 
operations we have reviewed. They issue 8 Communique once in @ while and 
repeat their claim that they are the leaders of the ‘expanding national 
struggle in Kurdisten.” Meanwhile, defections from the group contanue. 


A Former Kawaist Talks 


A revolutionary, who joined the Kawsists, but left after @ short time, told 
AYDINLIK about his impressions of the group. The following is an excerpt 
from his account. 


“1 was a member of the Kawa group for @ short period of time. We and another 
small group issued 4 statement rejecting the Three Worlds Theory, but we were 
not told anything ebout the discussions |presumably, between the two groups |. 
All thet the leaders would tell us wes thet the theory wes rejected by the 
majority. Then, through @ series of bureaucretic maneuvers, the leaders 
seized the Kewa Publishing douse and issued # pamphlet ettacking the Three 
Worlds lheory.” 


"The Kewaiste mostly talk,tney meke @ lot of noise. They can't agree on any- 
thing. They have never Schieved unity. They are good at exploiting the 
revolutionary feelings of the young people in eastern regions. They ere 
afraid to enter into @ discussion with TWPP supporters. The leaders banned 
contacting, let alone holding discussions with, TWPP supporters. If «@ 
Kaweist is seen talking to @ TWPP supporter, he is warned and threetened.* 


"“Democrecy is an unknown word in the Kawa group. They threaten defectors, 
they etteck them. | was e@lso astounded to see that the group is led by 
incompetent, unencloyed incavaduels. The group hes nothing in common with 
the real people. it is going out of existence.” 


103 











[17 Jul 79, p 8} 


[Excerpt | Dange Kowe 


When the Kewa group broke up in 1977, @ majority of the origins] mesabership 
Sided with the fection thet supported the Three Worlds Theory. This faction 
leter began to publish @ periodical, DENGE KAWA (The Voices of Kawa), and came 
to be known by the name of its periodicel. 


The group is ective in several counties of Siirt, Urfa, Mardin and Diyer- 
bekir. The group's major characteristic is its support of @ number of besic- 
@lly contradictory idees, which deprives the group of a clearly defined po- 
litical objective. 


"Ireland of the East’ 


When the Denge Kawsists emerged in the RDCA in 1976, they supported, and 
still support, the “coloniel theory” advanced by the pro-Moscow freedom 
Road and the influentiel Shivanist faction of the RDCA, 


The Denge Kawa calis Turkey @ semicolonialized country, but insists thet the 
Kurdish region is Turkey's colony. According to the Denge Kawa, the land of 
the Kurds were pertitioned by four colonialist countries. This is @ colonial- 
ized lend in the Third World, they say. in thet respect, the Kawa says, our 
region is very similer to Eritree end Irelend. In fact, the Kewe cells the 
Kurdish region “Irelend of the esst.* 


The Denge Kewa believes thet the sost reectionary ideology in Turkey--the 

one thet is responsible for poisoning the country's political life--is the 
recist cheuviniss. This ideology derives ite strength from big Turkish 
bourgeoisie and lerge lendholders--extensions cof imperialism--and the bureauc- 
retic-militery forces. A large sector, from Turkish liberels to the so- 
celled netionel desocrats, is under the influence of this ideology. Pro- 
Moscow groups, by the nature of their cless, ere sleo effected by this offi- 
ciel ideology, but because these groups essentially defend the interests of 
socislimperialists, they ere able to hide behind # demagogy relevent to the 
conditions of the dey. 


Teske for Today 


The Denge Kewe talke of “organizing the Kurdish national liberation movement 
@gsinst colonialists,” end celle it its besic tesk for today.Its second tesk, 
it seys, is “to support the intensifying struggle of the Third World coun- 
tries and peoples ageinst the two superpowers." 


The Denge Kewsists sey tney besically support the seperetist struggle against 
Turkey,which they consider e Third World netion. But in the meanwhile, they 
eliso talk of @ unity in the Third World egainst the two superpowers. This 
inconsistency in their besic beliefs is the source of the vegqueness in #11 
their other idees and ections. 
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The Denge Keva hes never clearly defined its “besic enemy,” that as, 2 target 
at which the struggle should be directed. It once said, “The arcenemy is the 
colonialist forces anc nationel treitors." Some time ister, it changed it 
into “imperielism, socieslimperieliss, colonialist powers and netionel treitors.* 
Fanme@lly, it became, “colonialist powers, ivew;’sliem, socialimperisliss end 
national treitors.* Oumping these forces ‘: «ihrer, end occesionslly chenging 
the order in which they should be dumped together mere no sense, end further- 
more, rob the Denge Kawaists of political clerity and stebility. Their 
struggle is largely directed at ‘urkish sovereign clesses, and thet is why, 
they lose sight of the Soviet subversion in their ares. in most ceases, the 
dividing line between the Denge Kewe and the pro-"oscow elements diseppeesrs. 


The vequeness of the group's policies hes been a major eource of discontent 
smong the membership. Some of the revolutionaries i«** the Denge Kewa when 
they became awere of reelities. Now, they @re members “f the TYPP. 


Two Proleteriaen Parties 


Tne Denge Kewa believes that the Turkish end Kurdish proleteriat should orge- 
maze seperetely. ‘ney have to, they s@y, beceuse the revolutionary movem nt 
developed in different ways in Turkish and Kurdish regions. They elso say 
they @re working on becoming the most relevent representative of the prole- 
teriet end the people of the *urdish region. 


Thus, the Yenge Kewe becomes en advocete of “two proleterian parties under 
& single state,” em idea unheerd of in Maerxisr. 


Un Other Movements 


The Talabenist group, the Denge Kews says, is @ revisionist base trying to 
infiltrate nationalist ranks. The group criticized the Talabani force for 
entering Turkey and causing the cleshes neer Semdinii, end celled Telaebeni 
@ Russien colleborator. 


The Freedom Road end the Shivenists ere the lackeys of socislimperieliens, 
the Denge Kawa says. Another description it uses for thes is “socielfascist 
groups." The Denge “Kawa also eccuses those groups of following @ policy 
thet serves “ussie's aspirations on Turkey. As for the Apoists, it says, 
it is"a@ provocative organization of the sinister forces." 


The Apoists anc pro-Moscow groups heve launched attecks on the Denge Kawa 
group. 


The Denoe Kawa carefully avoided making statements about Barzani. It refers 
to Barzani as “generally @ nationalist,” giving the impression thet the group 
is planning to teke advantage of the pro-Barzeni feelings in the eres. Recent 
statements describing Barzani as “a netional hero” lend credence to our 
interpretation. 


Finer) installment of 18 July 1979, entitled “General Conclusions,” is not 
translated. | 
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